
Colonialism in Australia
Australia Forever Changed

Proposal For the Museum of Global History

Created By Tiarra Bell



Australia Forever Changed: the exhibit

Main Goal:
Australia forever changed is an exhibit that uses artifacts to tell how the lives of the native

australians or the Aborigines has changed forever ever since the coming of the europeans.

Introduction:
Since we are the the invaders of australia and aren’t natives, we’ll being entering the exhibit as the

convicts sailing over from england to australia to serve out a sentence. The Entrance into the

exhibit will be leaving the dark and midsy england. Visitors will climb into a ship Thats on one side

of a wall, the room that they are in is very dark with tall masonry buildings in England. The boat

along with the wall will turn 180˚ degrees to another room (of course there will be sound e�ects of

crashing water and other nature sounds of the sea). The room will be bright and vibrate because it

has reached australia. The Convicts (visitors) will get o� the ship and walk around in this massive

space full of land crops, plants, trees & etc. Through the arrival, they approach the natives the

aborigine. This now changes australia forever….



Artifacts:

This illustration from Australia’s Coloured Minority (1947) highlights Australian government

member A. O. Neville’s belief that ‘Aboriginal blood’ could be bred out through miscegenation.

This illustration describes the generations of Quadroons and the words similar to it. Words

such as quadroons, quarteron, octoroon and quintroon are historical terms that were used to

define the ancestry of people of mixed-race, mostly of African and Caucasian ancestry. This refers to

Australia, to those of Aboriginal and Caucasian ancestry.

These words were used in laws and government to allow discrimination and the

determination of rights toward these people. These words were also used to assign children of mixed

union to the ethnic group which is looked upon by the dominant group as being subordinate.This



refers to the number of full-blooded African ancestors, related with quadroon recognizing that a

person has one-quarter black ancestry, etc.

Aboriginal Reserves:

The English Colonial government set aside aside areas of land for the native Aboriginal to

live on. The land are called reserves. The reserves provided rations, education and housing, while

unmanaged reserves provided only rations. Reserves took us away from the country, the sources of

food, the sacred sites and the families. In the exhibit there will be actual reserves that the Aboriginal

lived in.



The constitution of Australia:

In it’s original form as of 1901 The Constitution of Australia, Section 51(xxvi) gave the

Commonwealth parliament power to legislate to "the people of any race" throughout the

Commonwealth, except for "the aboriginal race". The reasoning of this was to give the

Commonwealth power to control non-white immigrant workers, who would follow work

opportunities interstate. In Section 127, it states that "aboriginal natives shall not be counted" in

reckoning the size of the population of the Commonwealth or any part of it.



After both of these references were removed in 1967, there was no longer any reference to

Aboriginal peoples in the Australian Constitution. Since that time, there have been a number of

proposals to amend the constitution to specifically mention Indigenous Australians.

Alcohol (Bottles/cans):

Aboriginal alcohol use was introduced after England invaded Australia. Within weeks of the

arrival, the first pubs opened, and this would shape the way Australian society developed over the next

few decades.



Aboriginal labourers were paid in alcohol or tobacco. In the 1800s, a favourite sport of the

English was to play with the Aboriginal men with alcohol and make them to fight each other,

sometimes to the death.

English settlers also gave alcohol to Aboriginal people as payment for sex. Alcohol-induced

prostitution had a harmful e�ect on child rearing and accelerated the birth rate of mixed descent

children, usually rejected by their European fathers.

Pearls:

From 1862-68, Aborigines worked 'dry shelling', collecting oysters in the shallow waters of

Shark Bay. In three years, the supply were low that larger boats were sent out o� shore to collect

oysters in deep water. Six to eight Aboriginal men and women in a boat would 'naked dive' for

shell, meaning they had to dive down deep with no oxygen, no snorkel and no mask.



The invention of diving suits revolutionised the pearling industry in Australia. Divers

could go deeper than ever before, they could also stay underwater longer and collect more shell and

pearls. Divers wore vulcanised canvas suits and massive bronze helmets when spending hours

underwater.

Divers were paid by the amount of shell they collected and because of the dangers involved,

very few of these divers ever managed to work o� their debt.

Pearl divers were threatened of shark attacks every time they dive. Mortality death rate for

divers was 50%. Whole fleets were shipwrecked in single cyclones. Between 1908 and 1935, four

cyclones hit the pearling fleet at sea. Around 100 boats were destroyed and 300 men were killed.

gold:

Before 1851 gold had been found by convicts, shepherds, a clergyman and a Polish explorer.

Gold was first discovered by James McBrien, a government surveyor, in 1823 in the Fish River near



Bathurst. After a long trek on foot or horseback by coach or dray from Sydney or Melbourne, new

miners were thankful and excited when they reached the goldfields.

On the larger fields they saw hundreds or even thousands of tents clustered around creeks or

near the site of earlier discoveries. There were horses and bullocks, wagons and carts and everywhere

people bustling around, digging, panning, washing gravel, moving mounds of dirt or gently

rocking their cradles from side to side. During the 1850s, gold was found in south-eastern

Australia.

Many white pastoral workers left their stock farms or ranches to search for gold. Many

Aboriginal men, women and children were hired to work in cattle stations and in other less

popular industries, such as diving for pearls. Instead of being paid, Aboriginal people received food,

clothing and other basic necessities.

School Books:



When Macquarie became governor in 1810, the clashes between the settlers and Aboriginal

people increased. Governor Macquarie believed that the best way to treat Aboriginal people was to

'civilise' them. That meant replacing the traditional Aboriginal way of life with European ways.

Macquarie tried to send Aboriginal children to school but many left or returned to their

tribes after a short time. Macquarie tried to create a settlement for Aboriginal people by teaching

them farming and building techniques. His attempts failed because Aboriginal people did not want

to become farmers. After all his failures, Macquarie then made laws to place Aboriginal people under

British control. Under these laws it was permitted to shoot Aboriginal people if they resisted.

The Aboriginal Tent Embassy protesters (photo)



The Aboriginal Tent Embassy protesters put forward a number of key demands, including
calling for Aboriginal legal title to and control of mining rights on existing reserve lands and
settlements throughout Australia; the preservation of all sacred sites throughout Australia;
compensation monies for land not returnable, in the form of a down payment of $6 billion and
an annual percentage of gross national income.

The figure of $6 billion was chosen as the compensation figure, primarily to establish in the
minds of the whites and the government that not only did Aboriginal people have prior occupation
of the lands from which they had been dispossessed and therefore a right to substantial
compensation.

The embassy formed alliances with anyone — black or white — who supported the call for
indigenous rights.

It was the tent embassy's reliance on Aboriginal self-organisation and direct public protest
action that marked the birth of a politically independent Aboriginal rights movement.



Final Thoughts:

colonialism in Australia forever changed the natives, these changes can’t be fixed. They left a scar

on the people that will continue to the end of their exist. What England did will carry on their

backs for the rest of their lives.
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