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After you have read through the documents, choose one document to analyze.   
Fill out the document analysis questions below.  Please write in complete sentences. 

 
DOCUMENT # ______________ 

 

Historical 
Occasion 

1.​ Causation: What came first or triggered this? 
 

 
 
 

2.​ When did this take place? ​
Include: periodization and description of that time period. 

 
 
 
 

3.​ What do you know about this topic (OSI)? 
 
 

 
 

4.​ Effect: What impact did this have?  What occurred next? 
 
 

 

Intended 
Audience 

5.​ For whom was the document created?  Explain. 

 
 
 
 

6.​ Why is the audience paying attention to this document?  Explain. 

 
 
 
 

7.​ What does the author think about his/her audience?  Who would 

agree/disagree with document information?  Explain. 

 
 
 
 

Purpose 
8.​ What is the main idea of the document?  Explain.   

 

 

 
 



9.​ For what reason was this document created?  What does the speaker hope to 

accomplish?  Explain. 

 
 
 

 

10.​Why was this produced at the time it was? 

 

 

 

 

11.​What was the author’s goal, reason and purpose?  

 

 

 

 

Point of 
View 

12.​Who is the speaker of the document?   Describe the speaker; do not simply state 

their name.  What does the document say about the speaker?  Explain. 

 
 
 
 

13.​ Is the author an eyewitness?  Is the author a primary or secondary narrative 

source? 

 
 
 
 

14.​What is the author’s background?  Does this background have any potential 

biases?  Make inferences! Explain. 

 
 
 
 

15.​What is not included in the document that you need?  How does this 

demonstrate the document’s biases?  Explain. 

 
 
 

 

16.​How credible/reliable is the source?  Does the author have necessary 

qualifications to comment on this?   Make inferences! Explain. 

 
 
 
 



Significance 
17.​Why is this document important?  What does it say about the time period in 

which it was created?  Explain. 
 

 
 
 

18.​What did this document (if anything) lead to?  What was the response to this 
document (if known)?  Explain.   

 
 
 
 

19.​Why is this significant in world history?  If known, did the document accomplish 
its purpose?  Explain. 

 

 

 

 

CONTINUED on next page 

 



OPTIONAL - after you have read all the documents 

Helpful tool to: connecting the documents to your outside information​
How does the content of these documents relate to what I know about the subject?  ​

What OSI can I contribute to the essay?  You can bullet in the chart. 

POLITICAL  

ECONOMIC  

RELIGIOUS  

SOCIAL  

INTELLECTUAL  

ACHIEVEMENTS 

 

GEOGRAPHY  

TECHNOLOGY 

(Time Frame) 

 

 
 
 
 

 


