Social Studies

Course Descriptions:

World History- The primary content for this course pertains to the world's earliest
civilizations to the ancient and classical civilizations of Africa, Asia, and Europe. Students will
be exposed to the multiple dynamics of world history including economics, geography, politics,
and religion/philosophy. Students will study methods of historical inquiry and primary and
secondary historical documents.

U.S. History-Primary content emphasis for this course pertains to the study of American
history from the Exploration and Colonization period to the Reconstruction Period following
the Civil War. Students will be exposed to the historical, geographic, political, economic, and
sociological events which influenced the development of the United States and the resulting
impact on world history. So that students can clearly see the relationship between cause and
effect in historical events, students should have the opportunity to explore those fundamental
ideas and events which occurred after Reconstruction.

Civics- Civic education is essential in the development of informed citizenry who are equipped
to participate in civic life and preserve a government of the people, by the people, and for the
people. The Civics and Government (C6) standards in this class were revised in 2021 as a result
of the House Bill (2019) civics standards review and reflect the following priorities for K-12
Civics and Government teaching and learning in Florida schools.
e Students study primary source documents to understand the philosophical
underpinnings of the American Republic and the root cause of American exceptionalism.
e Students compare the success of the United States and the success or failure of
other nations' governing philosophies to evaluate their past, present and likely future
effects.
e Students have a sense of civic pride and participate regularly in all levels of
government.
e Students reflect upon United States civic history, so they understand their rights and
responsibilities as citizens, including the process of advocating properly with
government officials.

Honors and Advanced Level Course Note (6-8): Advanced courses require a greater
demand on students through increased academic rigor. Academic rigor is obtained through
the application, analysis, evaluation, and creation of complex ideas that are often abstract



and multi-faceted. Students are challenged to think and collaborate critically on the
content they are learning. Honors level rigor will be achieved by increasing text complexity
through text selection, focus on high-level qualitative measures, and complexity of task.
Instruction will be structured to give students a deeper understanding of conceptual
themes and organization within and across disciplines. Academic rigor is more than simply
assigning to students a greater quantity of work.
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