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Key Things to Know for your Degree in 
Biostatistics 
2026 – 2027 

 
1.​ Computing requirement: 

a.​ For full-time students, this requirement must be fulfilled in the first year of the 
degree program. (Part-time students should discuss this with their academic advisor.) 

b.​ GPH-GU 2182 Statistical Programming in R OR GPH-GU 2286 Introduction to Data 
Management and Statistical Computing 

i.​ If you have taken the equivalent of 2182, you may potentially waive the 
requirement through our waiver exam process (46 credits are still required to 
graduate, but the credits that would have gone toward this requirement may 
now be used instead for an elective). 

ii.​ IMPORTANT: GPH-GU 2182 (or passing the waiver exam) is required for 
the following courses: 

1.​ GPH-GU 2338 Machine Learning in Public Health (optional elective, 
required for students completing the Certificate in Public Health Data 
Science) (prerequisite) 

2.​ GPH-GU 2363 Causal Inference: Design and Analysis (one of four 
options for fulfilling an MS “selective” requirement, can otherwise be 
taken as an elective) (co-requisite – both must be taken during or prior 
to same semester) 

3.​ GPH-GU 2372 Applied Bayesian Analysis (optional elective) 
(prerequisite) 

c.​ If you take 2286, you may not take GPH-GU 2022 SAS for Beginners: Data 
Management and Exploration for elective credit, due to overlap in SAS content (2286 
will cover SAS to the same degree) 
 

d.​ GPH-GU 2024 R programming for Beginners may not be counted as an elective for 
MPH or MS students 
 

e.​ GPH-GU 2182 OR GPH-GU 2286 OR GPH-GU2024 serves as the prerequisite for 
the GPH-GU 2188 Introduction to Python Programming 
 

2.​ Notes on certain Required courses: 

https://nyu.app.box.com/s/b96edn5grjmuo43dtya5i4axkm1wq9ev
https://nyu.app.box.com/s/0xe6qzd1u8w70t8r05xe1yda75ouuoqg
https://nyu.app.box.com/s/0xe6qzd1u8w70t8r05xe1yda75ouuoqg
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QcTNGQW_q_vGiyQXbk9D_Mxd2E_fZAVYQWzAIrQMNoo/edit?usp=sharing
https://nyu.box.com/s/s1i3vatgsevfima8rm6j0sgxvzcnwxpb
https://nyu.app.box.com/s/lczk1ho4cpqciva5dzzb0bm2xj4x51sg
https://nyu.box.com/s/bfchogwq0k18mhvm41t3ma0ypmjelqzh
https://nyu.app.box.com/s/buhxe19i1xb906e4ms392xe0jzpaun2x
https://nyu.app.box.com/s/buhxe19i1xb906e4ms392xe0jzpaun2x
https://nyu.app.box.com/s/iyhqtkqy15ju9nkvi0f4qawwizu47mnh


 
 

a.​ You may take Regression 1 2353 in the Fall, concurrently with Intro Biostatistics 
2995, if you have taken a prior Statistics or Biostatistics course. To request approval 
for this, please fill out this form. 

b.​ (MS) You may take Research Methods (2361) in the Fall, concurrently with Intro Epi 
2106. 

c.​ If you have taken a prior course that covers the topics covered in GPH-GU 2995 
Biostatistics for Public Health, and you have taken a calculus course, you may be able 
to waive GPH-GU 2995 and replace it with GPH-GU 3225 Statistical Inference.​
 

3.​ Selectives: 
a.​ Some of our course requirements are not single, specific courses, but rather consist of 

a choice between two or more courses, among which you are only required to take one 
course (or set of courses) to fulfill the requirement. 

b.​ Below are the course options for all four selective requirements: 
i.​ Computing requirement: GPH-GU 2286 Introduction to Data Management and 

Statistical Computing OR GPH-GU 2182 Statistical Programming in R 
ii.​ GPH-GU 2225 Psychometric Measurement & Analysis in Public Health 

Research & Practice OR GPH-GU 2387 Survey Design, Analysis, and 
Reporting 

iii.​ GPH-GU 2480 Longitudinal Analysis of Public Health Data OR GPH-GU 
2368 Applied Survival Analysis 

iv.​ Only for MS – GPH-GU 2363 Causal Inference: Design and Analysis OR 
GPH-GU 2930 Epidemiology Design & Methods OR GPH-GU 3225 
Statistical Inference OR APSTE-GE 2012 Causal Inference 

c.​ You may take more than one of the courses available for the selective, counting one as 
the required course, and the other(s) as the elective(s). 

d.​ Please refer to the degree requirements area of the Biostatistics websites (MPH, MS) 
for further information.​
 

4.​ Electives:   
a.​ For MS students, 12 credits are required, 9 of which are expected to be primarily 

quantitative, and 3 of which may be more subject-matter oriented (e.g, genetics, 
psychology, among many other possibilities). Pre-approved electives for MS students 
are listed on our website here, so be sure to bookmark them. (Some of these require 
approval, as they depend on what other electives you are taking.) If you would like to 
take a course as an elective that is not listed on our website, please fill out this form.  
 

b.​ For MPH students, 9 credits are required, 3 of which may fall within the category of 
Group A (Methods), and 6-9 must fall within the category of Group B (Statistics). 
Approved electives – including Group A vs. Group B designation – are listed on our 
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https://nyu.app.box.com/s/ptw9d91j1mujejppgxtgrgcbov52yqxs
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https://nyu.box.com/s/zkoi9au6evcsakm5mt2a3o53lr9ievyc
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https://publichealth.nyu.edu/master-public-health/concentrations/biostatistics
https://publichealth.nyu.edu/programs/master-science-biostatistics
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfXyVnufm694V72bBS9JuPQBa5FMoteEmOU1lPFBFnPOhDXMw/viewform


 
 

website here. If you would like to take a course as a Group A or Group B elective and 
it is not listed on our website, please fill out this form.  
 

5.​ Checklist: 
a.​ You should use the checklist to follow along as you progress through your degree. You 

will use it to plan your courses (and, for MS students, to explain your elective theme 
and selected electives). 

b.​ The MPH Biostatistics Checklist may be found here. The MS Checklist may be found 
here.  These are provided for your information, only (a digital copy with access to 
these links will be sent after the orientation) – the process of filling out a copy will 
take place when meeting with your Student Affairs advisor.​
 

6.​ Departmental Procedures/FAQ 
a.​ How to substitute a course: if you have taken a course that is comparable to one of our 

required courses and would like to request a substitution, please fill out the GPH 
Course Waiver Form. 

b.​ How to request approval for an elective not on our list: please fill out the GPH 
Graduate Elective Substitution form. 

c.​ Students may transfer up to 9 credits at the graduate level from an accredited 
institution. Please submit this form if you’d like to submit transfer credits.​
 

7.​ General Resources 
a.​ GPH Stata Request form.  
b.​ Your advisor within the Office of Student Affairs will be your first resource for any 

questions regarding: 
i.​ Advisement on Degree Requirements & Policies (GPA requirement, course 

repeat policy, etc., listed on the GPH website) 
ii.​ Connecting to other offices (e.g. registration, applied practice, study abroad, 

Wasserman career center) 
iii.​ Assistance with personal issues and finding solutions to your 

questions/concerns (time management, stress management, etc.) 
c.​ NYU Data Services offers a wide range of free, 1-2 hour short courses covering the 

collection, cleaning/organization, visualization, and analysis of data, including many 
on statistical software packages and other topics of relevance to our students. While 
our own courses will cover some of this software in greater detail (without expecting 
prior experience), these can be a great resource to gain familiarity with a specific tool 
you’d like to use, or to broaden your knowledge base more generally. The full list of 
courses and their descriptions is available here (and the current calendar for upcoming 
classes here) 

i.​ Relevant course examples: What statistical software to use? • Introduction to 
Stata • Introduction to R • Data Wrangling in R • Creating Graphics with R • 

https://publichealth.nyu.edu/master-public-health/concentrations/biostatistics
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfXyVnufm694V72bBS9JuPQBa5FMoteEmOU1lPFBFnPOhDXMw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/16xy8jKwKOTabK7sj5ObIsOlJJXTLb2wgs7w8TW53qTY/edit?gid=1574888093#gid=1574888093
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1b9jc16pw7EMd0n55YefDbT5TbD0bhU53maLSADhymOw/edit#gid=1574888093
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1b9jc16pw7EMd0n55YefDbT5TbD0bhU53maLSADhymOw/edit#gid=1574888093
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdY5SG8uHm1IHNMpq0G0FYX81PapnGSG6gA10WL1ANqtxohSg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdY5SG8uHm1IHNMpq0G0FYX81PapnGSG6gA10WL1ANqtxohSg/viewform
https://publichealth.nyu.edu/programs/master-science-biostatistics#degreerequirements
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfXyVnufm694V72bBS9JuPQBa5FMoteEmOU1lPFBFnPOhDXMw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfXyVnufm694V72bBS9JuPQBa5FMoteEmOU1lPFBFnPOhDXMw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdgwSgE33byjUHkjgqms3NwYOY7DFdRSw4gBHmbrUQppxGTw/viewform
https://nyu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8HN61VD8MWSV4vI
https://publichealth.nyu.edu/students/resources-forms-policies
https://guides.nyu.edu/ds_class_descriptions/
https://nyu.libcal.com/calendar/classes?cid=1564&t=d&d=0000-00-00&cal=1564&inc=0
https://guides.nyu.edu/ds_class_descriptions/What-Statistical-Software-to-Use
https://guides.nyu.edu/ds_class_descriptions/Introduction-to-Stata
https://guides.nyu.edu/ds_class_descriptions/Introduction-to-Stata
https://guides.nyu.edu/ds_class_descriptions/Introduction-to-R
https://guides.nyu.edu/ds_class_descriptions/Data-Wrangling-in-R
https://guides.nyu.edu/ds_class_descriptions/Creating-Graphics-in-R


 
 

Introduction to SAS • Introduction to Git and GitHub Introduction to Python • 
Introduction to SPSS • Data Cleaning & Management Using Python • Python 
for harvesting data on the web • Survey Design with Qualtrics • Data Cleaning 
for GIS • Introduction to Git and GitHub • Principles of Finding Data • Data 
Wrangling in SPSS • Introduction to JMP • Data Wrangling in Stata • 
Reproducible Workflows in R 

d.​ A variety of statistical packages are available to you as a GPH student: 
i.​ A Stata license is available at no cost to GPH students at 

https://nyu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8HN61VD8MWSV4vI 
ii.​ RStudio Desktop is a free, open-source software, and the free version is all that 

is required for our courses. 
iii.​ SAS is freely available for use through SAS OnDemand for Academics, as 

well as through the Virtual Computer Lab (info below) 
iv.​ While Stata, R, and SAS are all that you require for our courses, many other 

packages (such as SPSS) are available for use on the Virtual Computer Lab, 
which provides NYU students with virtual access to academically relevant 
software applications. Click HERE to learn more. 

e.​ The NYU Writing Center is another free resource of which we highly recommend that 
our students take advantage. Through an array of workshops, writing groups, and 
individualized writing conferences with faculty consultants and peer tutors, they are 
dedicated to helping you develop your writing and grow as a writer. You may use these 
resources (or schedule an individual appointment) to workshop and improve in a range 
of writing scenarios – coursework, thesis writing, other research work, and more! 

f.​ The NYU Wasserman Center for Career Development offers a range of general 
programming and resources to explore career directions, build professional networks, 
refine job documents (such as resumes and cover letters), and develop plans of action 
for your job search. While our faculty are also a great resource for this in terms of 
more specialized advice in the field of biostatistics, Wasserman has a wealth of 
knowledge and experience that can be of great assistance with the job search and 
application process more generally. 

g.​ NYU Handshake is NYU’s primary job listing board for students – both for 
opportunities at various departments throughout NYU, and for some external 
opportunities shared with NYU by recruiters. Most notably, this is where many of our 
department’s research assistant positions are posted, as well as those of other 
departments at GPH. While we make an effort to reach out through other channels to 
notify students of these opportunities, we still highly recommend checking Handshake 
regularly if you’re interested in such positions! 

h.​ The Office of Global Services (OGS) is the resource at NYU for immigration and visa 
questions. They advise on immigration regulations in the US and visas needed outside 
of the US for NYU purposes. They also advise on international taxes, moving 
internationally, and other challenges. 

https://guides.nyu.edu/ds_class_descriptions/Introduction-to-SAS
https://guides.nyu.edu/c.php?g=851842&p=6097755
https://guides.nyu.edu/ds_class_descriptions/Introduction-to-Python
https://guides.nyu.edu/ds_class_descriptions/Introduction-to-SPSS
https://guides.nyu.edu/c.php?g=851842&p=6097766
https://guides.nyu.edu/c.php?g=851842&p=6153820
https://guides.nyu.edu/c.php?g=851842&p=6153820
https://guides.nyu.edu/c.php?g=851842&p=6096333
https://guides.nyu.edu/c.php?g=851842&p=6096196
https://guides.nyu.edu/c.php?g=851842&p=6096196
https://guides.nyu.edu/c.php?g=851842&p=6097755
https://guides.nyu.edu/c.php?g=851842&p=6096264
https://guides.nyu.edu/ds_class_descriptions/Data-Wrangling-in-SPSS
https://guides.nyu.edu/ds_class_descriptions/Data-Wrangling-in-SPSS
https://guides.nyu.edu/ds_class_descriptions/Introduction-to-JMP
https://guides.nyu.edu/ds_class_descriptions/Data-Wrangling-in-Stata
https://guides.nyu.edu/ds_class_descriptions/Reproducible-Workflows-in-R
https://nyu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8HN61VD8MWSV4vI
https://posit.co/products/open-source/rstudio/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__welcome.oda.sas.com_login&d=DwMFaQ&c=slrrB7dE8n7gBJbeO0g-IQ&r=yoV3JEXvFjCPIyvjG8Ly3lsvSRXclr3VKJ0DO-x3f9c&m=jxMKioQGXGMHh5KBxvQWNn5mnGIz0aL1VBM4HpBVungcMc4vjKvXFu6PdHf-xLfu&s=ZuXShSGAvXab0InGgiuC5-t4-blz2gBZ2Tl8aioG_r8&e=
https://www.nyu.edu/life/information-technology/teaching-and-learning-services/instructional-tools/virtual-computer-lab.html
https://cas.nyu.edu/ewp/writing-center.html
http://nyu.mywconline.com/
https://www.nyu.edu/students/student-information-and-resources/career-development-and-jobs.html
https://nyu.joinhandshake.com/stu
https://www.nyu.edu/about/leadership-university-administration/office-of-the-president/office-of-the-provost/university-life/office-of-studentaffairs/office-of-global-services.html


 
 

 
8.​ NYU AI Tools, Services, & Practices 

a.​ Please visit this page for an overview of available AI tools and services provided by 
NYU. 

b.​ Please review the Acceptable Use Guidelines which details NYU's expectations for 
how AI tools may be used in University-related work by students. 

c.​ Students should refer to the STATEMENT ON THE USE OF AI TECHNOLOGY  
indicated in each of their course syllabi. Some computing courses strictly prohibit the 
use of AI for any part of a graded assignment, including but not limited to generation 
of ideas, writing of text or computer code, and rewriting your own work. 

d.​ NYU provides free access to standard Google Gemini for all current students who log 
in with their NYU NetID via. home.nyu.edu. under “Services.” 

https://www.nyu.edu/life/information-technology/artificial-intelligence-at-nyu/generative-ai-services.html
https://www.nyu.edu/life/information-technology/artificial-intelligence-at-nyu/trust-and-safety/acceptable-use-guidelines.html
https://gemini.google.com/
http://home.nyu.edu

