
Summer Reading | Honors English 3 

 

Directions: ​​You will be required to read TWO books this summer. In addition to ONE 

book of your choice from our Read, White & Blue List, please select ONE of the following 

books to read by the first day of school in preparation for English 3 Honors AND English 3 

Humanities Honors. We recommend annotating/taking notes, as you will be asked to 

complete an assignment based on your reading.  

 

 

 

Their Eyes Were Watching 

God by Zora Neale Hurston 

(Fiction) 

Originally published in 1937, Their Eyes Were Watching God has 

become one of the most important and enduring works of modern 

American literature. Written with Zora Neale Hurston's singular wit 

and pathos, this Southern love story recounts Janie Crawford's 

ripening from a vibrant, but voiceless, teenage girl into a woman with 

her finger on the trigger of her own destiny. 

A tale of awakening and independence featuring a strong female 

protagonist driven to fulfill her passions and ambitions, Their Eyes 

Were Watching God is a classic of the Harlem Renaissance and 

perhaps the most widely read and highly acclaimed novel in the canon 

of literature. 

Read an excerpt here.  

 

 

 

Grapes of Wrath by John 

The Pulitzer Prize-winning epic of the Great Depression, a book that 

galvanized—and sometimes outraged—millions of readers. 

 

First published in 1939, Steinbeck’s Pulitzer Prize-winning epic of the 

Great Depression chronicles the Dust Bowl migration of the 1930s 

and tells the story of one Oklahoma farm family, the Joads—driven 

from their homestead and forced to travel west to the promised land 

of California. Out of their trials and their repeated collisions against 

the hard realities of an America divided into Haves and Have-Nots 

evolves a drama that is intensely human yet majestic in its scale and 

moral vision, elemental yet plainspoken, tragic but ultimately stirring 

in its human dignity. A portrait of the conflict between the powerful 

and the powerless, of one man’s fierce reaction to injustice, and of one 

woman’s stoical strength, the novel captures the horrors of the Great 

Depression and probes into the very nature of equality and justice in 

America. At once a naturalistic epic, captivity narrative, road novel, 

and transcendental gospel, Steinbeck’s powerful landmark novel is 

perhaps the most American of American Classics. 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GsfDjcqBPzniKq_0uitRTqBWiYRjH35wTsYFmWLOf7w/edit?tab=t.0
https://pressbooks.library.torontomu.ca/theireyeswerewatchinggod/chapter/1/


Steinbeck 

(Fiction) 

Read an excerpt here. 

 

 

The Short Tragic Life of 

Robert Peace by Jeff Hobbs 

(Nonfiction)  

Robert Peace was born outside Newark in a ghetto known as 

"Illtown." His unwed mother worked long hours in a kitchen. His 

charismatic father was later convicted of a double murder. Peace's 

intellectual brilliance and hard-won determination earned him a full 

scholarship to Yale University. At college, while majoring in molecular 

biophysics and biochemistry, he straddled the world of academia and 

the world of the street, never revealing his full self in either place. 

Upon graduation from Yale, he went home to teach at the Catholic 

high school he'd attended, slid into the drug trade, and was brutally 

murdered at age thirty. 

 

That's the short version of Robert Peace's life. The long version, the 

complete version, is this remarkable tour de force by Jeff Hobbs, a 

talented young novelist who was Peace's college roommate. Hobbs 

attended Peace's funeral, reached out to his friends from both Yale 

and Newark, and ultimately decided to write this harrowing and 

beautiful account of his life. 

 

What does the haunting, untimely death of one man mean? Robert 

Peace's life doesn't reduce to easy sociological constructions. Through 

Hobbs's relentless research and remarkable writing, we learn the cost 

of living between the world Peace was born into and the one his 

potential allowed him to enter. We see him work, love, fail, succeed, 

give to others, care for his mother, travel, and dream. We witness the 

decisions he made for himself and the ones that life forced upon him. 

But most importantly, we come to understand the sheer complexity of 

his existence and are irrevocably changed by the fascinating, 

devastating, and unforgettable life of Robert Peace. 

 

Read an excerpt here. 

 

 

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.ca/books/315625/the-grapes-of-wrath-by-john-steinbeck/9780670016907/excerpt
https://curious.kcrw.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/The-Short-and-Tragic-Life-of-Robert-Peace-Web-excerpt.pdf

