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Deconstructing Scientific Studies

Read the article and watch the documentary “The Stanford Prison Experiment,”
deconstructiong the study into its components.

Problem: What were they testing? Why did they want to study it?

To investigate how readily people will conform to the roles of guards and prisoners
in a role-playing exercise that simulated prison life. Zimbardo wanted to find out
whether the brutality reported among guards in American prisons was due to the
sadistic personalities of the guards.

Their hypothesis: Write an if/then statement.

If average people are put into a prison setting, then those assigned the roles of

guards will ?

Experiment design: (What did they do to test their hypothesis? What were the
volunteers told? How did they select who would be guards and who would be
prisoners?

Data: What happened?




Findings/Conclusions: What was learned by the study?

Final Reflection

Are the findings credible (believable)? Why or why not? Apply the findings
to the real world: What does this experiment tell us about human behavior in
a social context, including prison? Based on this experiment, do you believe
people are basically good or bad? Write a well-organized reflection that
addresses these questions and also explains why this fopic is important.
Be sure your response includes:

e A topic sentence/claim
Supporting details/evidence
Analysis of your evidence
A conclusion that explains why this topic is important







