
Immigration​ ​ ​ book summaries taken from publishers or professional reviewers 
 
Almost American Girl by Robin Ha  (graphic novel) 
​ Graphic novel in which a South Korean girl named Chun and her single mother leave for America 
on vacation and end up staying after her mother announces she's getting married. Chun changes her 
name to Robin and tries to fit in at her local high school where she doesn't know the language. When her 
mother enrolls her in a comics drawing class, she begins to feel more at home in the United States. 
 
American Street by Ibi Zoboi 
​ Fabiola Toussaint and her mother are headed for American Street and Joy Road, finally leaving 
Haiti for the good life in the U.S. After leaving Port-au-Prince, however, Fabiola's mother is detained by 
immigration officials. Now Fabiola has to navigate life in loud, gritty, new, and surprising America by 
herself, leading her to an impossible choice and the possibility of paying a heavy price to achieve the 
American dream. 
 
Ashes of Roses Mary Jane Auch 
​ Sixteen-year-old Rose Nolan arrives on Ellis Island in 1911 in the hopes of starting a new life, but 
after most of her family is sent back to Ireland, she must find her own way in a new country and fend for 
herself and her younger sister. 
 
The Distance Between Us by Reyna Grande 
​ Presents a young reader's adaptation of the author's experiences as an illegal child immigrant, 
describing her father's violent alcoholism, her efforts to obtain a higher education, and the inspiration of 
Latina authors. 
 
Front Desk by Kelly Yang 
​ Mia Tang and her immigrant parents are not exactly living the American dream since moving here 
from China--they live in the Calivista Motel, and Mia must tend to its guests. Her parents, meanwhile, 
have been hiding illegal immigrants in the motel's empty rooms, risking the wrath of the owner, Mr. Yao. 
On the personal life front, Mia wants to become a writer, but her mother is being very discouraging 
because she is better at math and English is not her first language. No matter what, however, Mia vows to 
follow her dreams. 
 
Game Seven by Paul Volponi 
​ "A sixteen-year-old shortstop in Cuba who dreams of playing with the pros must choose between 
his country and his father who defected to the U.S."--Provided by publisher. 
 
Home of the Brave by Katherine Applegate 
​ Kek, an African refugee, is confronted by many strange things at the Minneapolis home of his 
aunt and cousin, as well as in his fifth-grade classroom, and longs for his missing mother, but finds 
comfort in the company of a cow and her owner. 
 
 
 
 
 



Illegal by Eoin Colfer     (graphic novel) 
​ "Ebo is alone. His brother, Kwame, has disappeared, and Ebo knows it can only be to attempt the 
hazardous journey to Europe, and a better life, the same journey their sister set out on months ago. But Ebo 
refuses to be left behind in Ghana. Ebo's epic quest takes him across the Sahara Desert to the dangerous 
streets of Tripoli, and finally out to the merciless sea. But with every step he holds on to his hope for a new life, 
and a reunion with his family"--Back cover. 
 
Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai 
​ Through a series of poems, a young girl chronicles the life-changing year of 1975, when she, her 
mother, and her brothers leave Vietnam and resettle in Alabama. 
 
Life, After by Sarah D. Littman 
​ When poverty forces her family to leave their home in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Dani has a hard 
time adjusting to life in New York City, where everything is different except her father's anger, but an 
unlikely bond she forms with a wealthy, spoiled girl at school helps heal both of their families. 
 
My Family Divided: one girls journey of home, loss and hope by Diane Guerrero 
​ Diane Guerrero was a young girl living in Boston. One day, while Guerrero was at school, her 
undocumented immigrant parents were taken from their home, detained, and deported. Guerrero's life, 
which had been full of the support of a loving family, was turned upside down. 
​  
Other Words for Home by Jasmine Warga 
​ "Jude never thought she'd be leaving her beloved older brother and father behind, all the way across 
the ocean in Syria. But when things in her hometown start becoming volatile, Jude and her mother are sent to 
live in Cincinnati with relatives. At first, everything in America seems too fast and too loud. The American 
movies that Jude has always loved haven't quite prepared her for starting school in the US --and her new label 
of 'Middle Eastern,' an identity she's never known before. But this life also brings unexpected surprises--there 
are new friends, a whole new family, and a school musical that Jude just might try out for. Maybe America, too, 
is a place where Jude can be seen as she really is"--Provided by publisher. 
 
Refugee by Alan Gratz 
​ "Although separated by continents and decades, Josef, a Jewish boy livng in 1930s Nazi 
Germany; Isabel, a Cuban girl trying to escape the riots and unrest plaguing her country in 1994; and 
Mahmoud, a Syrian boy in 2015 whose homeland is torn apart by violence and destruction, embark on 
harrowing journeys in search of refuge, discovering shocking connections that tie their stories 
together"--Provided by publisher. 
 
The Turtle of Oman by Naomi S. Nye 
​ When Aref, a third-grader who lives in Muscat, Oman, refuses to pack his suitcase and prepare to 
move to Michigan, his mother asks for help from his grandfather, his Siddi, who takes Aref around the 
country, storing up memories he can carry with him to a new home. 
 
Wishtree by Katherine Applegate 
​ An old red oak tree tells how he and his crow friend, Bongo, help their human neighbors get along 
after a threat against an immigrant family is carved into the tree's trunk. 
 
 
 



 


