
Getting an Amazon developer account 
1.​ Go to https://goo.gl/WBs8xf 
2.​ Enter your name and email (can be school or personal email, but it is better to use your school one) and 

choose a password (remember it!). Then click the yellow ‘Create your Amazon Developer account’ 
button 

3.​ Next, fill in the fields with a red asterisk beside them:​
​
Email: Your school or personal one, but better to use school one​
Phone number: Your own one or 07700 900000​
Developer name or company name: ‘Freelancer’ or your own name​
Address: Put your home address or the school’s address. Better to use your home one as that’s where 
they’ll send any gifts e.g. t-shirts you might win​
​
If you still want to use the school address, it’s:​
​ Address 1: City of London School​
​ Address 2: 107 Queen Victoria St​
​ City: London​
​ State/Province/Region: London​
​ Zip code/Postal code: EC4V 3AL​
​
Once done, click the yellow ‘Save and continue’ button at the bottom of the page: 

 
4.​ Read through the “App Distribution Agreement”, if you agree scroll to the bottom and hit the “Accept 

and Continue” button 

https://goo.gl/WBs8xf


5.​ Finally, choose no for both options on the “Payments” tab, then click on “Save and Continue”:​

 

Creating an AWS Educate Starter Account 
 

1.​ Go to https://goo.gl/XCnSnB 
2.​ Sign up with:​

​
Institution name: City of London School​
Country: United Kingdom​
City: London​
State: (leave blank)​
Field of Study: Other​
Email: Your school email. This is your first initial DOT your last name @cityoflondonschool.org.uk 
Grade Level: Vocational/Community college 
Grad Month: 08 
Grad Year: 2025 - your year​

​ ​ OG: 2025, 1st form: 2024, 2nd form: 2023, 3rd form: 2022, 4th form: 2021…​
​ Promo Code: (leave blank) 

 
3.​ Select “AWS Educate Starter Account”, then click “Next” 
4.​ Check your school email to verify your account. 

 

 

 

https://goo.gl/XCnSnB


Starting an Alexa Skills Kit skill 
 

1.​ Go to https://goo.gl/DwfySL 
2.​ Sign in with your Amazon Devleoper account created previously if necessary 
3.​ You will be presented with this screen, on the navbar at the top, select “Alexa”:

 
4.​ Next click “Get Started” underneath the “Alexa Skills Kit” header

 
5.​ Click on “Add a new skill” in the top right

 

https://goo.gl/DwfySL


6.​ You should now be at this screen: 
​  
​ Skill Type: Custom Interaction Model 
​ Language: English (U.K.) 
​ Name: Choose the name for your skill 
​ Invocation Name: Choose what you say for Alexa to start your skill - something unique and easily​
​ pronounceable and ideally usew common words  (check with us at this point - just put your hand up)​
​ Audio Player: No 

Video App: No​
​ Render Template: No 

 
Once you’ve filled in the fields, hit Save at the bottom, then hit the yellow Next button

 
 



7.​ You will then be met with this screen, where you will click on Launch Skill Builder​

 
8.​ Once you are on the below screen, click on Add an intent 

​  
 



9.​ Create two new custom intents by entering the names you want for them on this page:

 
They can be anything you like but we suggest making one that is about the user being positive about 
something and one that is the user being negative about something. 

 
​  

Intents are ideas that your program will match. For example, here we have two intents; called Positive and 
Negative. The positive one will match someone saying something postive about programming club, and 
the negative one will match someone saying something negative about programming club.​
​
We specify sample utterances as examples of what someone might say to trigger the intent, for example 
‘programming club is fun’ and ‘programming is my favourite club’ are sample utterances for positive, and 
‘programming is boring’ and ‘not enough donuts’ are sample utterances for negative. 
 
Finally, hit Save Model and Build Model at the top:​

​
 

Writing your code: 
 



1.​ Select all the code on this page and copy it:​
https://goo.gl/6BCCFs 

2.​ Paste it into a text editor. If you’re not sure what to use you can try http://requirebin.com/ 
3.​ Have a look at the code. The lines beginning // are comments, which means the computer doesn’t read 

them but they’re there to help you understand what the code does. If you don’t know JavaScript try 
deciphering what the code does. There’s a good JavaScript quick tutorial at http://jsforcats.com/ (ignore 
the stuff about 3rd party libraries). Try editing the code so it’ll say what you want it to say. 

Running your code: 
 

1.​ Make sure you’ve created an Amazon AWS Educate Account (see the instructions before). If you can’t get 
this working please ask us. 

2.​ Then visit this page: https://goo.gl/JNhmBw​
(if it asks you to login, login with your AWS account details - these may be different from your Amazon 
Developer account) 

3.​ Set your location (in the top right corner) to EU (Ireland) 
4.​ Click on Create function:

 
5.​ Use the ‘alexa-skill-kit-sdk-factskill’ blueprint for nodejs6.10

 

https://raw.githubusercontent.com/CLSB-Programming/alexa/master/start.js
http://requirebin.com/
http://jsforcats.com/
https://eu-west-1.console.aws.amazon.com/lambda/home?region=eu-west-1#/functions


6.​ Click your mouse in the dotted square as shown

 
7.​ Select Alexa Skills Kit, and hit Next​

If this is not available, make sure your location (in the top right corner) is set to EU (Ireland)​

 



8.​ Choose a sensible name for your function (probably its name without the sames), then paste the code you 
wrote before into the Lambda function code.

 
9.​ Don’t change anything else, and scroll down to the bottom 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10.​  
 
For Role, choose create a custom role​
Then when the console pops up, select Allow 



Finally, existing role choose lambda_basic_execution, then click next​

 
11.​Scroll down and click the orange Create function button (you’re probably getting good at this now).​

 
12.​If you get warnings (triangles) you can ignore them. If you get errors however (big red box) please ask us 

for help! 
13.​Click the orange Test button.​

 



14.​You should get to this page. In the dropdown, pick Alexa Start Session, then click the orange Save and test 
button.​

​ ​  
15.​If successful, you should get this message, if not put your hand up we will come round and help!​

 
16.​Next, look in the top right and copy the the text that comes after “ARN -”: 

​
e.g. the above example it would be ‘arn:aws:lambda:eu-west-1:60918…’ 

17.​Go back to the Amazon Developers site at https://goo.gl/DwfySL and click Edit on your skill 

https://developer.amazon.com/edw/home.html#/skills


18.​Go to the configuration tab, select AWS Lambda ARN and paste in your arn. Don’t change any of the other 
options. Then click next.​

​ ​  

Testing 
1.​ Edit your skill the Amazon Developers site at https://goo.gl/DwfySL 
2.​ In the bar on the left, click ‘Test’ (NB: You must have finished configuring you skill - see instructions above) 
3.​ In the Service Simulator, try typing an input utterance (1). You’ll then hopefully be able to see the 

Lambda Response (2) which should include your speech. If you want to hear how it’ll sound you can press 

https://developer.amazon.com/edw/home.html#/skills


the Listen (3) button at the bottom right (however you’ll probably need headphones for this)​

 

Improving your code 
If you want to edit your code, you can paste it back into a text editor. If you’re not sure what to use you can try 
http://requirebin.com/ 
 
If you don’t know JavaScript try deciphering what the code does. There’s a good JavaScript quick tutorial at 
http://jsforcats.com/ (ignore the stuff about 3rd party libraries). 
 
Something that’s quite fun to try out are Speechcons, simply put them in your speech response with the <say-as> 
tag: https://goo.gl/njHqLV 
 
If you want to do things other than just tell your user stuff, you should check out 
https://github.com/alexa/alexa-skills-kit-sdk-for-nodejs 
You can ask them for stuff (although you’ll also have to handle their responses), tell them and send the Alexa app 
cards, and can save stuff into this.attributes so it’s remembered between each time a user uses your skill. 
 
If you’re really far ahead check out Amazon’s website for some samples: 
https://developer.amazon.com/public/solutions/alexa/alexa-skills-kit/docs/using-the-alexa-skills-kit-samples 
 
After making any changes you want to your code in your editor, copy it and once again replace the old lambda 
code with your new code, then press save and test. 

http://requirebin.com/
http://jsforcats.com/
https://developer.amazon.com/public/solutions/alexa/alexa-skills-kit/docs/speechcon-reference-uk
https://github.com/alexa/alexa-skills-kit-sdk-for-nodejs
https://developer.amazon.com/public/solutions/alexa/alexa-skills-kit/docs/using-the-alexa-skills-kit-samples
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