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Eleven-year-old Avery Lee loves living in Hickory Valley, Maryland. She loves her neighborhood,
school, and the end-of-summer fair she always goes to with her two best friends. But she's tired of
feeling squished by her six siblings!
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Book Talk:

Eleven-year-old Avery Lee loves living in Hickory Valley, Maryland. She loves her neighborhood,
school, and the end-of-summer fair she always goes to with her two best friends. But she’s tired of
feeling squished by her six siblings! They’re noisy and chaotic and the younger kids all love her a little
too much. All Avery wants is her own room — her own space to be alone and make art. So she’s furious
when Theo, her grumpy older brother, gets his own room instead, and her wild baby brother, Max,
moves into the room she already shares with her clinging younger sister Pearl! Avery hatches a plan to
finally get her own room, all while trying to get Max to sleep at night, navigating changes in her
friendships, and working on an art entry for the fair. And when Avery finds out that her family might
move across the country, things get even more complicated. — Taken from Author’s Website
https://meganwagnerlloyd.com/squished-2/

Discussion Questions:
e What is Avery's main challenge in the story?
e What does Avery wish for the most in the story?
e How important is it to have your own space?
e What are some ways to cope with a hectic environment?


https://meganwagnerlloyd.com/
https://michellemee.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqErEetf5sc

What are some examples of Avery's "squished" feeling in the story?

How does Avery's desire for space and privacy affect her relationships with her family?

What does the book say about the importance of finding balance between family and personal
needs?

Activities:

e Draw your dream room
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