Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern Art

Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern Art serves as the Arab world's leading modern and contemporary art
museum. The Museum offers a welcoming, vibrant environment that invites evolving discussions about
modern art in the region and beyond. Home to a permanent collection that offers a distinctively unique
comprehensive overview of modern and contemporary art from North Africa and the Middle East,

Mathaf ("museum" in Arabic) also performs a vital role as a centre for dialogue and scholarship and a
resource for fostering creativity. Mathaf was opened in 2010 by Qatar Museums in partnership with Qatar
Foundation (QF) and is located in Education City. The Museum was founded by H.E. Sheikh Hassan bin
Mohammed bin Ali Al Thani, who began collecting in the 1980s with the acquisition of works by Qatari
artists. Sheikh Hassan later broadened his focus to include works by 20th-century artists throughout the
Middle East, North Africa, and the Arab Diaspora and objects that inspired many Arab modern artists,
such as pre-Islamic works from ancient Mesopotamia and Egypt. An initial group of works assembled by
Sheikh Hassan was donated to the public institution. Over the past decade, Mathaf has hugely
contributed to research and debate around modern art contemporary art, made available to scholars and
audiences through the Mathaf Encyclopedia of Modern Art and the Arab World. The Museum made
itself a meeting point for scholars from across the region around education programmes, conferences,
and publications. It has served as a dynamic platform for artists by facilitating the creation and
exploration of contemporary works.
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