
 

AP English Language and Composition Summer Assignment 2026 
Dr. Mazzone and Mr. O’Shea 

Email: smazzone@rbrhs.org and foshea@rbrhs.org      
Google Classroom Code: b5mdy7cm 

 
Please read the directions carefully and be sure to thoroughly complete all parts of the assignment.  This assignment is due the first day of 
school.  During our first week of school, you will be assessed on your understanding of the materials (readings and videos).  The assessment will be 
worth 80 points toward your first marking period grade, and it can significantly impact the way you begin the year.  Do not procrastinate!  If you 
have any questions, feel free to email us.  
 

Assignment Directions Due 
Date 

Join 
Classroom 

Join via the Google Classroom Code: b5mdy7cm or this link. 6/10 

 
Read and 
Annotate 
Chapters 

from  
The Norton 

Sampler 

The readings are listed below with direct links to the PDFs of chapters from the 9th edition of The Norton Sampler: Short 
Essays for Composition by Thomas Cooley. You are welcome to print the documents and annotate on paper, complete 
digital annotations in Google Classroom (copies are attached as assignments there), or purchase a copy of the book. 

For this assignment, you will read and annotate the selected chapters from The Norton Sampler. Each chapter begins with 
an introduction that is informational like any textbook, providing an introduction to “Reading as a Writer” in Chapter 1.  
Chapters 5 through 12 also begin with information about how to recognize each method of development (Description, 
Narrative, Example, etc.).  Annotate these sections for comprehension in the same way you would as any other textbook 
material.**   

For each example text that follows the introductory material in chapters 5-12 (“Once More to the Lake” in Chapter 1, “The 
Wall”in Chapter 5, “The King and I” in Chapter 6, etc.), you'll want to use The Garden of English annotation techniques, 
which are introduced in the videos attached below.  Note the primary methods of development and shifts in the passages.  
Your annotations should also include questions, observations, and reflections of the content as well as the writing.  
Comments should demonstrate analysis and interpretation – thinking beyond the surface level of the text. Also consider 
including thoughtful connections to other texts and “Ideas Worth Arguing.” 

We know that this is your first time doing this type of annotation, so just do your best!  A copy of the “Ideas Worth 
Arguing” handout is in this packet, and the rubric we use for annotations later in the year for AP English can be found 
here.  They are also posted under the “Other Helpful Resources” on the Classwork page in our AP Lang Summer Google 
Classroom.  

First 
Day  

 

mailto:smazzone@rbrhs.org
mailto:foshea@rbrhs.org
https://classroom.google.com/c/ODY1NzcwNDgyMDM0?cjc=b5mdy7cm
https://www.amazon.com/Norton-Sampler-Short-Essays-Composition/dp/0393602915
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1eMemRwWUh6xSzGdUgMz8soSPXDXKzC8g
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZAEnQ6--PPXhRZm1RCgTems9D6C5SzXwUMzVa-MMokA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZAEnQ6--PPXhRZm1RCgTems9D6C5SzXwUMzVa-MMokA/edit?usp=sharing
https://classroom.google.com/c/ODY1NzcwNDgyMDM0?cjc=b5mdy7cm
https://classroom.google.com/c/ODY1NzcwNDgyMDM0?cjc=b5mdy7cm


 
**Note: For Chapters 5-12, you’ll see a section that is cut off in the middle of each PDF that begins with the title “A Brief 
Guide to Writing A ______.”  You may skip over this in the chapter, but be sure to read and annotate everything else 
carefully, including the introduction to each method of development (Description, Narrative, Example, etc.) and the 
example text that follows in each chapter.** 

DIGITAL ANNOTATIONS: If you plan to submit your annotations digitally, they MUST be in a GOOGLE DOC attached 
to the assignment.  We cannot see the annotations that you've added directly to the PDF.  You'll need to click "OPEN WITH 
GOOGLE DOCS" at the top of the PDF and convert the file to a Google Doc and then add your comments there.   

PAPER COPY ANNOTATIONS: If you plan to submit your annotations in the form of a paper-copy, that's totally fine, 
too!  Just add a note in Google Classroom that says "submitting paper copy of annotations,” and be prepared to hand it to 
us on the first day. 

●​ Excerpt from Chapter 1: Reading as a Writer (p. 1-13, 16-17) 
●​ Excerpt from Chapter 5: Description (p. 67-70, 78-84) 
●​ Excerpt from Chapter 6: Narrative (p. 121-top of 124, 132-137) 
●​ Excerpt from Chapter 7: Example (p. 173-176, 184-189) 
●​ Excerpt from Chapter 8: Classification (p. 219-22, 234-240) 
●​ Excerpt from Chapter 9: Process Analysis (p. 271-276, 284-287) 
●​ Excerpt from Chapter 10: Comparison and Contrast (p. 317-319, 328-331) 
●​ Excerpt from Chapter 11: Definition (p. 365-top of 368, 375-379) 
●​ Excerpt from Chapter 12: Cause and Effect (p. 417-420, 433-436) 

 
Annotation 

Videos 
Watch and take notes on effective annotations from The Garden of English:   
●​  How I EASILY Annotate for RHETORICAL ANALYSIS (Nonfiction)
●​  MORE Ways I EASILY Annotate for RHETORICAL ANALYSIS (Nonfiction)
●​  The FINAL Way I EASILY Annotate for RHETORICAL ANALYSIS (Nonfiction)

First 
Day  

 
Questions? 

Feel free to email Dr. Mazzone at smazzone@rbrhs.org or Mr. O’Shea at foshea@rbrhs.org during the summer. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhEBFvDU4U
https://youtu.be/acbU51ubD8w
https://youtu.be/W35OgPLWgzE
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vjObzC1fysqztfgrYj3tcxDU2ZmSqZLe/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1payLGCU84xos8TryJLCDwXhBMGNqvjJ_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12na6z0mJExUnI6pcYd0anTMqg7MuazHa/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18xzVXGY8ut9X_sv0vTZjf9Z1PVP7vLnJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LkQxbz-jMktPgYXSZIL45O15EQM6ksFH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y-t9ZJK8cBMdeHQLV1TrP9Uf-lkd3Jdn/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JLSb0AYWAXYbmTjrT0T7ZsJvVsY5o114/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hNaFb0INTK5p-cVIP5Z7cEwVaCBGxN2q/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hKA2OSK558FKauHZ8v8f-ibowMCAyfjX/view?usp=sharing
mailto:smazzone@rbrhs.org
mailto:foshea@rbrhs.org


 
Review the 
Methods of 

Development 

First 
Day  

 



 
Use this 

graphic as a 
guide to note 
“Big Ideas” 
in the texts. 

 

 

 

A NOTE ABOUT PLAGIARISM, AI, AND ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
This assignment is INDIVIDUAL.  You MAY NOT work with another student or group of students on this assignment.  Students caught cheating or sharing 
work will be referred for disciplinary action and will receive a 0 for the assignment.  As a reminder, AI is strictly prohibited in the creation of all portions of this 
assignment. By submitting this work, you are confirming that this project is entirely your own work without the use of AI.  Any submissions that are suspected 
as AI generated will not receive credit.  During your first week of school, you will be assessed on the videos and readings you completed over the summer.  
Throughout the year, please be aware that we will be checking your work for originality against websites, various sources, and other students’ work. If you cut 
and paste from websites, rely on AI generated material, or use another student’s work as your own, you will receive a zero for the assignment.  Be sure to start 
the year by demonstrating your academic integrity and completing your own work. 

 
 


