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An Open Letter to University of Toronto President Meric Gertler and Members of University 
of Toronto’s Governing Council. 
 
We, the undersigned, are a group of concerned faculty and librarians at the University of Toronto. 
We have come together to express our grave concerns about the administration’s practice of 
contracting out cleaning to private cleaning companies. 
 
These firms’ employees are mostly women, racialized minorities and newcomers to Canada; they 
earn little more than minimum wage. Moreover, financial information about these companies and 
the wages and working conditions of their employees is kept from public scrutiny under the guise 
of proprietary data. 
 
U of T administrators and faculty earn six-figure salaries, while U of T proudly touts its inclusion  
among Canada’s Top 100 Employers. Yet there is ample evidence that the university is deliberately 
replacing good jobs – that come with benefits, job security, and a pension – with poverty-wage jobs 
in private companies.  
 
For a university that prides itself as a forward-thinking global leader promoting “Inclusive 
Excellence,” why is U of T not leading the way to uplift and recognize the work of cleaners 
everywhere as a skilled occupation with professional standards and deserving of decent pay? 
 
In-house cleaners provide vital, high-quality services on the university’s three campuses. These 
workers deserve respect; we faculty, graduate students, and librarians can do our work only because 
our cleaning and caretaking colleagues do theirs with great care and integrity. 
 
Contracting out undermines the economic stability of Toronto’s working people, their families, and 
their neighbourhoods, and widens the gap between rich and poor. We are also concerned that U of 
T’s increasing use of private cleaning companies may be used to justify additional outsourcing of 
work in other campus sectors. 
 
We call on the university administration to offer good jobs for all workers on campus by expanding 
the number of in-house cleaning jobs; and on U of T to do its part to contribute to a livable city 
with opportunities for growth and dignity for all its diverse communities.​  
 
Signed, 
 
Michelle Buckley, Associate Professor, Human Geography, UTSC 
Matthew Bjerknes, Associate Professor, Department of Medicine. 
Kiran Mirchandani, Professor, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education.   

https://cupe.ca/sites/cupe/files/pse_contracting_out_eng_low_res.pdf


Alissa Trotz, Professor, Caribbean Studies at New College and Women and Gender Studies 
Tania Li, University Professor, Department of Anthropology, U of T St George  
Deborah Cowen, Professor, Geography & Planning, UTSG  
Matthew Hoffmann, Professor, Department of Political Science, UTSC 
Gavin Smith, Professor Emeritus, Department of Anthropology 
Martin Klein, Professor Emeritus, Department of History 
Natalie Oswin, Associate Professor, Human Geography, UTSC 
Mark Hunter, Professor, Human Geography, UTSC 
Ahmed Allahwala, Associate Professor, Teaching Stream, Human Geography, UTSC 
Melanie J. Newton, Associate Professor, Department of History, U of T St. George 
Audrey Macklin, Professor of Law and Director, Centre for Criminology and Sociolegal Studies, 
UT St. George 
Hae Yeon Choo, Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, UTM 
Shahrzad Mojab, Professor, Women and Gender Studies, University of Toronto and OISE 
Peter Sawchuk, Professor, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, University of Toronto 
Takashi Fujitani, Dr. David Chu Professor, History, U of T St. George 
Anne-Emanuelle Birn, Professor, Global Development Studies, UTSC and Dalla Lana School of 
Public Health 
Natalie Rothman, Professor, Historical and Cultural Studies, UTSC 
Patricia Landolt, Professor, Sociology, UTSC 
Cynthia Cranford, Professor, Sociology, UTM 
Jesook Song, Professor, Anthropology, UofT St. George 
Jamie Magnusson, Associate Professor, OISE, UofT 
Ruth Marshall, Associate Professor, Political Science / Study of Religion 
Alejandro Paz, Associate Professor, Anthropology, UTSC 
Sherry Lee, Associate Professor, Music, UTSG 
Jane Wolff, Professor, Daniels Faculty of Architecture, Landscape, and Design 
Lucia Dacome, Associate Professor, Institute for the History & Philosophy of Science & 
Technology 
Ariel Katz, Associate Professor, Faculty of Law 
Nicole Mideo, Associate Professor, Department of Ecology & Evolutionary Biology 
Emily Gilbert, Professor, Canadian Studies and Department of Geography and Planning 
Marcelo Vieta, Associate Professor, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education 
Abigail Bakan, Professor, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education 
Isabelle Cochelin, Associate Professor, History Dept and CMS 
Lisa Yoneyama, Professor, EAS & WGSI, U of T St. George 
Joseph Berkovitz, Associate Professor, Institute for the History and Philosophy of Science & 
Technology 
Paul Downes, Professor, Department of English 
Rinaldo Walcott, Professor, WGSI 
Theresa Enright, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science 



Linda Kohn, Professor Emerita, Biology Dept. UTM 
Heather Murray, Professor Emerita, Department of English 
SA Smythe, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Information, U of T St. George  
Joanne Saliba, Undergraduate Coordinator, Department of Historical and Cultural Studies, UT 
SC 
Scott Richmond, Associate Professor, Cinema Studies, and Director of the McLuhan Centre for 
Culture and Technology 
François Pitt, Associate Professor, Teaching Stream, Department of Computer Science 
Anup Grewal, Assistant Professor. Historical and Cultural Studies, UTSC 
Atiqa Hachimi, Associate Professor, Department of Historical and Cultural Studies, UTSC 
Matthew Farish, Associate Professor, Geography and Planning, UTSG 
Edward Andrew, Professor Emeritus, Political Science, UTSC 
Susannah Bunce, Associate Professor, Human Geography, UTSC 
David Hulchanski, Professor, Factor-Inwentash Faculty of Social Work 
Victor Li, Associate Professor (Emeritus), English and Comp. Lit., UTSG 
Sarah Wakefield, Professor, Geography and Planning, UTSG 
Alex Edmonds, Graduate Student, Computer Science, UTSG 
Steve Easterbrook, Professor, Computer Science and School of the Environment, UTSG 
Patrick Keilty, Associate Professor, Faculty of Information, UTSG 
Negin Dahya, Assistant Professor, Institute of Communication, Culture, Information and 
Technology, UTM 
Claire Battershill, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Information, UTSG 
Ken Derry, Associate Professor, Teaching Stream, Department of Historical Studies, UTM 
Cynthia Wright, Associate Professor, Gender, Sexuality and Women’s Studies, York University and 
alumna of University of Toronto 
Miriam L Diamond, Professor, Dept of Earth Sciences and School of the Environment, UTSG 
Stephen Rockel, Associate Professor, Historical and Cultural Studies, UTSC  
Denise Gastaldo, Associate Professor, LSB Faculty of Nursing and DL School of Public Health, 
University of Toronto 
Tyler Evans-Tokaryk, Associate Professor, Teaching Stream, Institute for the Study of University 
Pedagogy, UTM 
Nada Moumtaz, Associate Professor, Study of Religion & Near and Middle Eastern Civilizations, 
UTSG 
Andrea A. Cortinois, Assistant Professor, Teaching Stream, Human Biology Program and Dalla 
Lana School of Public Health 
Lex Konnelly, Ph.D. Candidate, Departments of Linguistics and Sexual Diversity Studies, UofT St. 
George 
Quinn Grundy, Assistant Professor, Lawrence S. Bloomberg Faculty of Nursing, University of 
Toronto 
Karina Vernon, Associate Professor of English, UTSC 
Avery Slater, Assistant Professor of English, UTM 



Izumi Sakamoto, Associate Professor, Factor-Inwentash Faculty of Social Work 
Dan Zuberi, Professor, Factor-Inwentash Faculty of Social Work and Munk School of Global 
Affairs & Public Policy, University of Toronto 
Nicole Cohen, Associate Professor, ICCIT & Faculty of Information 
Naomi Morgenstern, Professor and Chair, English UTSG 
Beatrice Jauregui, Associate Professor, Centre for Criminology & Sociolegal Studies 
Blake Poland, Associate Professor, DLSPH 
Malayna Bernstein, Assistant Professor, Teaching Stream, Faculty of Information 
Tanya Titchkosky, Professor,  Disability Studies, OISE of the University of Toronto 
Naisargi N. Dave, Associate Professor, Anthropology 
J. R. M. Bollers, MSW Student, Factor-Inwentash Faculty of Social Work  
Daniel Scott Tysdal, Associate Professor, Teaching Stream, Department of English, UTSC 
Nicholas Sammond, Professor of Cinema and Media Studies and Director, Centre for the Study of 
the United States 
Kass Banning, Associate Professor, TS, Cinema Studies Institute 
Kanishka Goonewardena, Professor, Geography and Planning 
Katharine Rankin, Professor, Geography and Planning 
Scott Prudham, Professor, Department of Geography and Planning and School of the Environment 
Jayeeta Sharma, Associate Professor, Department of Historical and Cultural Studies 
Jennifer Wemigwans, Assistant Professor, OISE 
Kristen Bos, Assistant Professor, Department of Historical Studies (UTM) and Women and Gender 
Studies Institute (UTSG) 
Dan Bender, Director, Culinaria Research Centre and CRC and Professor 
T.L. Cowan, Assistant Prof. Media Studies. Department of Art, Culture & Media (UTSC) and 
Faculty of Information  
Lance T. McCready, Associate Professor, Department of Leadership, Higher and Adult Education 
and Director, Transitional Year Programme 
Uahikea Maile, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science 
Jas Rault, Assistant Professor, Media Studies. Department of Art, Culture & Media (UTSC) and 
Faculty of Information 
Nakanyike Musisi, Associate Professor,History Department​ 
Rania Salem, Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, UTSC 
Jennifer Sumner, Associate Professor, Teaching Stream, OISE 
Yvonne Sherwood, Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, UTM 
Cassandra Hartblay, Assistant Professor, Department of Health & Society, UTSC 
Nicole Latulippe, Assistant Professor, Departments of Human Geography and Physical & 
Environmental Sciences (UTSC) 
Shirley Yeung, Assistant Professor, Teaching Stream, Department of Anthropology, UTSG 
Carol Percy, Professor, Department of English, UTSG 
Sumayya Kassamali, Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, Centre for Diaspora and 
Transnational Studies, UTSG 
James Deutsch, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Psychiatry 



Scott Rayter, Associate Professor, Teaching Stream, Sexual Diversity Studies/English UTSG 
Cara Kmrpotich, Associate Professor, Faculty of Information 
Shiho Satsuka, Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology, UTSG 
Whitney Kemble, Historical and Cultural Studies Librarian, UTSC 
Funké Aladejebi, Assistant Professor, Department of History, UTSG 
Joan Simalchik, Professor Emerita, Women and Gender Studies, UTM 
Edward Sammons, Assistant Professor (CLTA), Anthro + CDTS, UTSG  
Mary Nyquist, Professor, English and Comparative Literature 
Joseph Carens, Professor Emeritus, Department of Political Science 
Rosalind Hampton, Assistant Professor, Social Justice Education, OISE 
Abdel-Khalig Ali, Associate Professor, Teaching Stream, Near and Middle Eastern Civilizations 
Maria Hupfield, Assistant Professor, DVS/English and Drama, UTM 
Rupaleem Bhuyan, Associate Professor, Faculty of Social Work 
Franca Iacovetta, Professor Emerita, UTSC 
Terezia Zorić, UTFA President 
Sherri Helwig, Associate Professor, Teaching Stream, UTSC 
Jeff Bale, Associate Professor, OISE & VP, University and External Affairs, UTFA 
Anna Su, Associate Professor, Faculty of Law 
Andrea A. Cortinois, Faculty of Arts & Science and Dalla Lana School of Public Health 
Doug Campbell, Assistant Professor, Teaching Stream, Department of Philosophy, SG/UTSC 
Carolina Sá Carvalho, Assistant Professor, Department of Spanish and Portuguese 
Jack Miller, Professor, Curriculum, Teaching and Learning 
Libbie Mills, Assistant Professor Teaching Stream, Study of Religion, UTSG 
Donna Gabaccia, Professor Emerita, Department of History Phillip Lipscy, Professor, Department 
of Political Science and Munk School of Global Affairs & Public Policy  
Lauren Schroeder, Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, UTM 
Gail Super, Assistant Professor of Sociology, UTM 
Robert McGill, Professor, English, UTSG 
Fiona A. Miller, Professor, Institute of Health Policy, Management and Evaluation, Dalla Lana 
School of Public Health, UofT 
Derek Denis, Assistant Professor, Languge Studies, UTM 
Misha Teramura, Assistant Professor, English, UTSG 
Oleksandr Voznyy, Assistant Professor, DPES, UTSC  
Leanne Trimble. Librarian, UTSG 
Arneet Saltzman, Assistant Professor, Cell and Systems Biology, UTSG 
Omer Ozcan, Assistant Professor, Teaching Stream, Department of Anthropology 
Helen Jefferson Lenskyj, Professor Emerita, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, UT 
Malcolm Woodland, Associate Professor, Department of English, UTSG 
Felan Parker, Associate Professor, Teaching Stream, Book & Media Studies, St. Michael’s College 
Farzaneh Hemmasi, Associate Professor, Faculty of Music 



Amanda Paxton, Assistant Professor, Teaching Stream, Institute for the Study of University 
Pedagogy, UTM 
Miguel Torrens, Librarian 
Andrea Williams, Associate Professor, Teaching Stream, Writing & Rhetoric, UTSG. 
Ellen Berrey, Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, UTM 
Vassos Hadzilacos, Professor, Computer and Mathematical Sciences, UTSC 
Glyneva Bradley-Ridout, Librarian, University of Toronto Libraries  
Jacqueline Smith, Associate Professor, Teaching STream, Department of Computer Science, UTSG 
Jay Werber, Assistant Professor, Research Stream, Department of Chemical Engineering & Applied 
Chemistry, UTSG 
Jordan Pedersen, Librarian, University of Toronto Libraries 
Rebecca Woods, Associate Professor, Department of History/Institute for the History and 
Philosophy of Science and Technology, UTSG 
Robert Soden, Assistant Professor, Department of Computer Science & School of the Environment 
Nicolas Grisouard, Associate Professor, Research Stream, Department of Physics 
Sharon English, Assistant Professor, Writing & Rhetoric, Innis College 
Alberto Zambenedetetti, Associate Professor, Department of Italian Studies and Cinema Studies 
Institute 
Alec Jacobson, Associate Professor, Department of Computer Science 
Jason Brown, Assistant Professor (Teaching), Biological Sciences, UTSC 
Rick Halpern, Professor of History, UTSC 
Marten van Kerkwijk, Professor and Associate Chair, Undergraduate, Department of Astronomy 
and Astrophysics 
Andrea Charise, Associate Professor and Associate Chair-Research, Dept. Health & Society, UTSC 
Kristin Plys, Assistant Professor, Sociology, UTM 
Chris Ramsaroop, Assistant Professor New College  
Naomi Adiv, Assistant Professor, Teaching Stream, Political Science, UTM 
Emily Atkinson, Assistant Professor, Department of Language Studies (UTM), Department of 
Linguistics (UTSG) 
Danijela Puric-Mladenovic, Assistant prof, Daniels Faculty of Architecture, Landscape, and Design 
Mary T. Silcox, Professor, Department of Anthropology, UTSC 
Rosa Sarabia, Professor Emerita, Department of Spanish and Portuguese. 
Aleksandar Nikolov, Associate Professor, Department of Computer Science, UTSG 
Rebecca Renwick, Professor, Department of Occupational Science and Occupational Therapy 
Russell A. Kazal, Associate Professor of History, UTSC 
Susan Bond, Librarian, University of Toronto Libraries 
Annie Lee, Assistant Professor - Teaching Stream (CLTA), Department of Computer Science, 
UTSG 
Harriet Friedmann, Professor Emerita, Department is Sociology, UTM 
 
 



 
 
François Pitt, Associate Professor, Teaching Stream, Computer Science, UTSG 
Angela Henshilwood, Librarian, U of T Libraries 
Yoonhee Lee, User Services Librarian, University of Toronto Libraries, UTSG 
Jill Carter, Assistant Professor, CDTPS; TYP; INS, UTSG 
Lisa Forman, Associate Professor, Dalla Lana School of Public Health, UTSG 
Helen Wu, Associate Professor, Teaching Stream, Department of Language Studies, UTSC 
Simon Darnell, Associate Professor, Faculty of Kinesiology and Physical Education 
Rasmus Rosenberg Larsen, Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, UTM 
Sarah Shujah, Liaison Librarian, UTSC Library 
Simon Dickie, Associate Professor, Department of English, UTSG 
Jenna Myers, Assistant Professor, Centre for Industrial Relations and Human Resources, UTSG 
Diane Horton, Professor, Teaching Stream, Department of Computer Science 
Luis van Isschot, Associate Professor, Department of History, Associate Chair for Latin American 
Studies, UTSG 
Nathan Lovejoy, Professor, Department of Biological Sciences, University of Toronto Scarborough 
John Percy, Professor Emeritus, Astronomy & Astrophysics 
Peter G Martin, Professor, Canadian Institute for Theoretical Astrophysics 
Renee Hlozek, Associate Professor, Dunlap Institute & Department of Astronomy and Astrophysics 
Charles C Dyer, Professor Emeritus, Astronomy & Astrophysics, Physics  

Rachel Friesen, Assistant Professor, Astronomy & Astrophysics 

Mark Solovey, Institute for the History and Philosophy of Science and Technology 

Eva-Lynn Jagoe, Comparative Literature, Innis College 

 


