The Revelation of Jesus Christ
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This chapter tells us about the 7 bowl judgments from the 7th trumpet. They are poured

out either together or in close sequence in the last few weeks of the tribulation. There

are various supports of this in scripture, but the most obvious is how long can you live

with no fresh water? They will be surviving on water that has been stored, but it cannot

be replenished because all rivers and oceans have turned to blood.
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Ch 16

1 Then | heard a loud voice from the temple
saying to the seven angels, “Go and pour out
the bowils of the wrath of God on the earth.”

2 So the first went and poured out his bowl!
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upon the earth, and a foul and loathsome sore
came upon the men who had the mark of the

beast and those who worshiped his image.

3 Then the second angel poured out his bowl
on the sea, and it became blood as of a dead

man;, and every living creature in the sea died.

4 Then the third angel poured out his bowl on
the rivers and springs of water, and they
became blood. 5 And | heard the angel of the

waters saying:

“You are righteous, O Lord,

The One who is and who was and who is to
be,

Because You have judged these things.

6

For they have shed the blood of saints and
prophets,
And You have given them blood to drink.

For it is their just due.”

7 And | heard another from the altar saying,
“Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and

righteous are Your judgments.”

8 Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl!
on the sun, and power was given to him to
scorch men with fire. 9 And men were

scorched with great heat, and they
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blasphemed the name of God who has power
over these plagues; and they did not repent

and give Him glory.

10 Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on
the throne of the beast, and his kingdom
became full of darkness; and they gnawed
their tongues because of the pain. 11 They
blasphemed the God of heaven because of
their pains and their sores, and did not repent

of their deeds.

12 Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl
on the great river Euphrates, and its water was
dried up, so that the way of the kings from the
east might be prepared. 13 And | saw three
unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the
mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the
beast, and out of the mouth of the false
prophet. 14 For they are spirits of demons,
performing signs, which go out to the kings of
the earth and of the whole world, to gather
them to the battle of that great day of God
Almighty.

e The end of the seven years of
Tribulation involves a set of
overlapping events.

e The first five bowl judgments mark

the beginning of this final period.
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Bowl 1: A loathsome and malignant
sore afflicts those who have the mark
of the beast.

Bowl 2: The sea turns to blood, and
every living thing in it dies.

Bowl 3: Rivers and springs of water
turn to blood. An angel confirms the
righteousness of this judgment, as
the wicked deserve it for having shed
the blood of saints and prophets.
Bowl 4: The sun's heat is intensified,
scorching people, but they do not
repent.

Bowl 5: The kingdom of the beast is
plunged into darkness, and people
gnaw their tongues in agony but still
do not repent.

Bowl 6: The Euphrates River is dried
up to prepare the way for the "kings
from the East" to gather for battle.
As these first 5 bowls of wrath are
poured out on the unbelievers, we
notice a familiar parallel: the
scorching heat, (spiritual) darkness,
no water, no refreshment, at the
mercy of the enemy, and no relief
from physical torment are all previews
of Hell.

It is a place that experiences the
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outpouring of the wrath of God
continually.

Their response is to continue
blaspheming God without repentance
(v9).

An unbeliever's sin nature is eternal
(unless they repent and allow God to
change their heart) so their rebellion
will also be eternal.

These judgements have the ultimate
good goal of moving Israel from sin to
an eternal Kingdom.

As the Euphrates River dries up (6th
bowl judgment), Satan motivates
these kings to amass their forces in
Armageddon.

Since life on Earth is becoming
unlivable without fresh water, they
know their time is short so Satan
prepares to destroy Christ at his
return by having his forces move from
northern Israel to Jerusalem where
they will be waiting to destroy Christ

at His return.
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7 Bowls of Wrath
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he who watches, and keeps his garments, lest

he walk naked and they see his shame.”

16 And they gathered them together to the

place called in Hebrew, Armageddon.

17 Then the seventh angel poured out his
bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of
the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying,
“It is done!” 18 And there were noises and
thunderings and lightnings; and there was a
great earthquake, such a mighty and great
earthquake as had not occurred since men
were on the earth. 19 Now the great city was
divided into three parts, and the cities of the
nations fell. And great Babylon was
remembered before God, to give her the cup
of the wine of the fierceness of His wrath. 20
Then every island fled away, and the
mountains were not found. 21 And great hail
from heaven fell upon men, each hailstone
about the weight of a talent. Men blasphemed
God because of the plague of the hail, since

that plague was exceedingly great.

e The final Tribulation judgments are
the final wrath of God, designed to
bring an end to Satan's influence and
destroy Babylon in all its forms.

e Bowl 7: Babylon, the great city, falls.
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The physical city is destroyed,
including its political, economic, and
military power.

Spiritual Babylon, representing all
false religion and idolatry, is also
destroyed.

The destruction of Babylon is seen in
two parts:

Chapter 17: The judgment of Spiritual
Babylon. God uses Satan to destroy
false religion.

Chapter 18: The judgment of the
physical city of Babylon, which served
as the seat of the Antichrist's power.
Recall that in Revelation Ch 3 Jesus
told the church at Laodicea
(representing the current church age)
to be ready as He will come like a
thief in the night - referring to them/us
getting translated/raptured.

Now in v 15, He states this again, but
is referring to His second coming.
The 7th bowl results in an earthquake
so strong that it levels all mountains
and islands (islands are also
mountains rising from the ocean).
Apparently it is such a shaking of the
Earth’s crust that anything tall cannot

stand.
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Throughout the Bible, Babylon and a
Babylonian system represent the
world’s or man’s ways, not God’s.

It is the birthplace of sin because it
was once the Garden of Eden (in
present day Iraq).

These ~100 Ib hailstones have an Old
Testament parallel.

Under the old covenant (and
remember, this is what the orthodox
Jews are living by who still remain at
this point), the punishment for sin

was stoning - hence the giant
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Isaiah 13:11-13 states, “I, the Lord, will
punish the world for its evil and the
wicked for their sin. | will crush the
arrogance of the proud and humble
the pride of the mighty. | will make
people scarcer than gold— more rare
than the fine gold of Ophir. For | will
shake the heavens. The earth will
move from its place when the Lord of
Heaven's Armies displays his wrath in
the day of his fierce anger.”

These bowl judgments preview
conditions of hell

Most of the population of the world is
gone by this point, as noted above
that “people are more rare than fine
gold.”

Their purpose of these judgements is
to judge sin and to bring the remnant
of Israel to their knees to
acknowledge Jesus as their Messiah
Sadly, some people will only learn the

hard way
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