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Paper 2 Question 1-4 Reading​
In this section of the paper, you will be given TWO SOURCES: 

●​ Both will be non-fiction (real life)​
Possibly: articles, letters, excerpts from autobiographies, speeches  

1.​One will be 21st Century (2000s) 

2.​ The other will be 19th (1800s) or 20th (1900s) Century  

You will have about ONE HOUR to answer FOUR questions on 

this text. Answer the questions in order 1-4. ​
You will have to time this yourself in the Exam Hall – keep an 

eye on the clock. 

●​Question 1 - 4 marks - 5 minutes 

●​Question 2 - 8 marks - 10 minutes 

●​Question 3 - 12 marks – 15 minutes 

●​Question 4 - 16 marks – 20 minutes 
 

Reading the Sources 
Remember to USE THE CLUES the examiner gives you. Carefully 

READ THE SYNOPSIS at the top of each source, highlighting (and 

annotating) key clues you are given about the texts. 
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ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES 

The examiner is testing these skills. 

There are different ones for different questions. 

 

●​Questions 1 & 2 

AO1: Identify and interpret explicit and implicit 

information and ideas, select and synthesise 

evidence from different texts. 

 

●​Question 3​
AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how 

writers use language and structure to achieve 

effects and influence readers, using relevant 

subject terminology to support their views. 

 

●​Question 4​
AO3: Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, 

as well as how these are conveyed, across two 

or more texts. 
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The Sources referred to in this booklet are from the 

November 2019 paper. ​
They are here for your reference: 

 

 

SOURCE A 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SOURCE B 
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Paper 2 Question 1 

This is a ‘true or false’ question. You will be given a section of the 

text to read  (E.g. lines 1-10).  Draw lines or a box to show the 

section you are answering.  

This questions tests AO1 (see page 3). 

This question asks you to identify four true statements from a list of 

eight. It is checking your understanding of the text. 

It will focus on Source A only. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember, 4 statements = 4 marks 

Spend approximately 5 minutes on this question. 
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Paper 2 Question 2 

This is a ‘summary’ question. It asks you to summarise* the 

differences between the two sources. 

*Summary writing is about retelling in your own words the meanings and 

messages of the Sources. 

 

You will be given a specific thing to focus on. 

 

 

 

 

 

This question tests AO1 (see page 3). 

 

The question wants you to synthesise information, meaning 

combining ideas and evidence from both sources. If you only 

mention one source, you will be capped to only half marks. 

 

You will need to use quotations as EVIDENCE, but you​
DO NOT need to analyse language (AO2).  

 

Use comparing and contrasting connectives to show you are 

mentioning BOTH SOURCES (see the next page) 
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The key skills for Q2 are to identify similarities and 

differences and to make inferences*. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*An INFERENCE is: a conclusion reached on the basis of evidence 

and reasoning. It is looking at what the text says and coupling that 

with your own knowledge to see what is suggested by the text. 
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Here is the Mark Scheme for a top level response 

to the above question 
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Paper 2 Question 3 

This is a ‘language analysis’ question. It requires you to think 

about the METHODS the writer has used. 

It is the same as Paper 1 Question 2. 
 

 

 

 

This questions tests AO2 (see page 3). 

It asks you to analyse the writer’s use of language. It will focus on 

Source B only. It will give you specific lines of the source to focus on. 

The key to answering this question is using quotations, language 

terminology and stating what effect this has on the reader. 

 

The question usually begins: How does the writer use language 

to… and then give you a specific thing to focus on. 

A good way to structure your response is as follows: 

You have used this in class many times. LEARN IT for both this 

question Paper 1 Q2 AND also Paper 2 Q3. 
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Some useful phrases for Question 3: 
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Look for features of NAVAP: 

 

This is “zooming in” on specific examples. Think about the effect of 

using that particular word or phrase. Which word stands out in the 

sentence? 

Make sure you know your word classes. You use these in so many 

different answers. The basic word classes are NAVAP 

 

•​ Noun – a person, place or thing 

Proper nouns begin with a capital letter. For other nouns, try 

putting “a/an”, “the” or “my” in front of the word to test 

whether it is an object. 

E.g. brother, car, David, house, London 

•​ Adjective – description of a noun 

Colours, shapes, etc. Is it a word that could describe a person, 

place or thing? 

E.g. big, foolish, happy, talented, tidy 

•​ Verb – a doing word 

A verb sometimes ends with –ing or –ed, depending on tense. 

Try putting an “I” before a word to test whether it is a doing 

word. 

E.g. am, drive, grow, sing, think 

•​ Adverb – describes a verb. “Adds to a verb”. 

It mostly describes how you do something. 

E.g. happily, recently, soon, then, there, quickly, slowly 

●​Pronouns – replaces a noun. 

E.g. I, we, you, he, she, it, they 
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Look for features of SMARPO: 
 

The traditional Literature that you have been using to 

analyse texts for years, including SMARPO: 

 

•​Similes - a figure of speech involving the comparison of one thing with another thing of 

a different kind, used to make a description more emphatic or vivid. 
•​Metaphors - a figure of speech in which a word or phrase is applied to an object or 

action to which it is not literally applicable. 
•​Alliteration - the occurrence of the same letter or sound at the beginning of adjacent 

or closely connected words. 
•​Repetition - the action of repeating something that has already been said or written 

OR the recurrence of an action or event. 
•​Personification - the attribution of a personal nature or human characteristics to 

something non-human, or the representation of an abstract quality in human form. 
•​Onomatopoeia - the formation of a word from a sound associated with what is 

named e.g. BANG! CRASH!  
•​Sensory language - language that connects to the five senses (sight, sound, 

smell, taste and touch) to create an image or description. 
•​Emotive language - often aims to persuade the reader to share the writer's 

point of view, using language to stimulate an emotional reaction. 
•​Imagery - visually descriptive or figurative language, helping to paint a picture to the 

reader. 
•​Symbolism – a poetic style using symbolic images and indirect suggestion to express 

ideas, emotions, and states of mind. 
•​Juxtaposition - two things being seen or placed close together, highlighting the 

differences between them. 
•​Pathetic Fallacy - linking human feelings and responses to inanimate things or 

animals, especially the weather. 
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Look for features of AFOREST: 
 

Because these are NON-FICTION texts, you could also 

look out for AFOREST devices… 
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Paper 2 Question 4 

This is a ‘comparing viewpoints’ question. It will ask you what 

writers think about a particular topic and HOW they convey (get 

across to readers) their thoughts.  

It tests AO3 (see page 3). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Like Q2, you will be required to use comparative connectives: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Like Q3, you will need to look at HOW writers convey their ideas 

by looking for and analysing aspects of NAVAP (page 13), 

SMARPO (page 14) and AFOREST (page 15). 
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We can use WHAT? HOW? WHY? ​
to answer this question: 
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Here is the Mark Scheme for a top-level response 

to the above question 
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Paper 2 

Question 5 - Writing 
This is the Transactional (Non-Fiction) Writing section. 

You are assessed on the following Assessment Objectives: 

●​ AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting 

tone, style and register for different forms, purposes and audiences. Organise 

information and ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support 

coherence and cohesion of texts. 

 

●​ AO6: Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and 

effect, which accurate spelling and punctuation. 

You will have ONE TASK to complete. 

​
You will be given a statement to which you must respond.​

 

You need to write to show a viewpoint, i.e. you might be 

aiming to persuade, explain, inform, advise… 

You must PLAN your answer carefully, making sure you are 

clearly focusing on PAF (purpose, audience, format).​
See next page. 

Write at least one and a half sides ​
(approximately six paragraphs) 

You have 45 minutes for this 40 mark question. 
 

19 
 



Paper 2 Question 5 – Planning Your Response 

It is really important that you PLAN your response. 

You need to remember the following things: 

●​PURPOSE – why are you writing?​
You’ve been given a controversial statement and 

must either agree or disagree with it – don’t sit on 

the fence! 

 

 

 

●​AUDIENCE – to whom are you writing?​
How is this going to affect the language methods 

you use? It will usually be FORMAL – use Standard 

English, no slang, correct grammar and expression. 

 

●​FORMAT – what type of writing are you producing?​
 You could be asked to write one of the following: 

1.​letter  
2.​article  
3.​text for a leaflet  
4.​text of a speech  
5.​essay. 

See the next page for advice on formats from AQA 
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Writing in the correct FORMAT 
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24 of your marks are for AO5 - COMMUNICATION. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
22 

 



16 of your marks are for AO6 – SPAG ACCURACY 
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Past Questions from AQA: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24 
 



Extra Practice Questions for you to do:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

English Language 

Paper 2 
Writers’ Viewpoints & Perspectives 

 

MOCK PAPER 
After reading all of the guidance in this 

booklet, you are now well prepared to put 

that knowledge to practice. 

 

Complete the following paper. 
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SOURCE A 
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SOURCE B (part 1) 
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SOURCE B (part 2) 
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