The Spread of the Plague
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London's
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P o A shipment of grain from Asia brought plague-infected rats to Europe. To see how
@ the plague spread, compare the trade routes north from Italy on map B with this map.

How did the plague change Europe?

A disease as deadly as the bubonic plague can alter a
society. After the plague years, surviving European
peasants demanded higher wages and lower taxes.
Mobles had to accept their demands because so few
workers were |eft,
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Reiqtiuely peaceful times allowed Europe’s population
to rise—until the plague struck. How many years did
it take for the population of Europe to recover?

Trade from the eastern Mediterranean made Venice
rich. But trade also added plague to its overcrowding
and poor sanitation, devastating the city.






