
OGLA Meeting Agenda 
November 14, 2023 

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Zoom Meeting Link 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89489775324 
Meeting ID: 894 8977 5324 

 
Welcome  
●​ Stephen Hughes & Claudine Longo - DCDSB 
●​ Please add first name, last name, and board 
 
Minutes - Tiffany Roberts 
 
Land Acknowledgement 
●​ Stephen Hughes Durham Region Land Acknowledgement was read 
 
OUAC Update 
●​ Lois Ferguson 
○​ Student Parental Consent for Data Transmission 
■​ At our last meeting there was discussion around the OUAC privacy statement and 
schools collecting authorization. Kelly Parkinson, privacy officer for OUAC, has concerns about 
boards’ interpretations. The privacy statement is to cover OUAC. It does not authorize consent 
for the school to collect and send the data.  Major concern is when OUAC holds the data but 
does not end up applying. 
■​ Stephen will add in the privacy statement so that boards can share with their legal 
departments. 
■​ Number of applicants has doubled with the discontinuation of the pins. Grade 12s are 
filling out applications earlier than expected. 
■​ Type of questions from applicants is similar to previous years.  
■​ Some software issues but not specific to the applicants. 
■​ Some students are entering the wrong “to date” - students need to put a current date - 
in the range of September 2023-August 2024 to be identified as a current Ontario high school 
students. 
■​ Students are not answering the question about achieving the OSSD. 
■​ Ereney - because applications are open earlier many students are doing their sign ups 
BEFORE they have their sessions with guidance folks. So, we might need to be thinking about 
how to share this information with grade 11 students in May/June 2024. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89489775324


■​ Student checklist - provides a list with anyone in your school who has started an 
application. List now is showing all of the people who have added your school but they are 
working to EXPAND your display (to include the former 101 and former 105 applicants). 
■​ Claudine - requesting that Lois put together a message for us so that we can provide a 
cohesive message that we can get out to our teams. 
■​ Germaine F - ELearning with an external host school - do they need to add that school 
as an additional account? NO - if their school has arranged for their external course then they 
do not. 
 
OCAS Update 
●​ Shannon Lipskie - Vanessa de Luca is here on behalf of Shannon 
●​ Resources – ‘How to Apply’ powerpoint presentation has been uploaded into the 
high school resources, in-class resources -  
●​ Next data transmission deadline is Friday November 17th for the first semester 
mid-term marks 
●​ EDI questions - 4 voluntary - good response with recent applications have 
responded.  90% have responded to the ethnicity question. 
●​ OCAS has recently connected with CESBA  
●​ College Trades site - new “College Trades” - only college programs that allow an 
exception to the apprenticeship pathway (subset only - niche program group) 

 
●​ College open houses  - college teams do make an effort to be there  
●​ Germaine F - what is the college privacy statement? Vanessa will send out. 
●​ Tania C - do students have to pay the fee first to see the marks? Just have to 
apply to one program to see their history. 
●​ Tania – HUMBER: if students apply at the open house - the fees could be 
waived. IS this happening elsewhere? Vanessa will let us know. 
●​ Kelly Ann M - Mid-term marks from her board cannot be transmitted until 
November 24th. Vanessa - refer to contact centre. Lois says fine for OUAC. 
●​ OCAS’ How to Apply Presentation is found in the “in-class resources” section of 
this page:   https://www.ocas.ca/support/high-school-partners 



●​ OCAS’ How to Apply Presentation is found in the “in-class resources” section of 
this page:   https://www.ocas.ca/support/high-school-partners 
●​ VANESSA UPDATE FROM CHAT: 
just following up on the questions about if students need to pay the registration fee first 
in order to be able to see their academic history in the college application:  
For current students they will not necessarily have to pay.  If everything matches up the 
grades should merge to their application right away. Quite often if things don't always 
match up because of name discrepancies etc. We do another attempt at merge after 
they pay. They can reach out the Contact Centre at any point if they are having 
difficulties with this. 
 
OUCA Update 
●​ Keshia Gray not here - Jen Sugar is back with us 
○​ OUCA acts as a resource for registration/admin folks to connect 
○​ Chance to connect outward as a unified point of contact with guidance folks. 
○​ Next week is the OUCA meeting - new VISA verification process and portal and 
how OUCA will provide the government with information 
○​ Blue ribbon panel - nothing has materialized yet 
○​ Early application and acceptance - “how do I apply for early acceptance” 
students are not aware that this is not a thing. Students do see the word ‘Early’ on 
school websites and it leads them to believe that there is an early process.  
○​ ELL Students and the English Proficiency Test - do you have a sense what the typical 
practice is for asking this test? Every university has a different way of asking for this. In 
general, schools are asking for 3-4 years of English language study to waive the idea of the 
proficiency test. This means English language instruction. Some students arrive in grade 10 
and take ELL then take regular English in 11 and 12. Some students will apply and say they 
have the years that they do - then the system will suggest the student takes the test. Often the 
students have to provide transcripts and sometimes it is a back and forth depending on what is 
in the system and what the students declare.  
○​ Ereney - Fine line that says ESL C/D don’t count but even though that is a high level of 
ESL. So Jen says it does depend on the school. Jen says the universities that require 4 years 
of English language study - it can get a bit dicey. “It depends.” 
○​ Germaine - some kids are applying to programs that are requiring the supplementals in 
January - especially with the highly competitive programs. JEN -  UoT - Engineering - needed 
to submit supplemental but didn’t have to have the registration complete. If you want to be 
considered early, apply early - it does make it sound like they are doing something different but 
they are not. Everyone is still making offers until semester two midterm. Stephen - as soon as 
someone says “early” then we can lose control of this and kids are panicking. See Waterloo 
example below. 
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○​ Kuldeep C - UofT Engineering - did say that they want the best - early consideration 
messaging is going to the parents and that message DID go out the parents/students. JEN 
says there are rules around the January deadline. Jen says there is a problem with the 
statement “if you don’t apply by November then we won’t consider you.” Jen will follow up. 
○​ Martha for Jen - some circumstances where a student receives an “I” at midterm - 
students registering late - so we don’t want to disadvantage them with their application. What 
do you see on your end? How should we handle these? LOIS - these are course errors and 
the universities don’t get the grade and then should get the final grade in January. JEN - says 
universities don’t see it.  PATTY - says this is something that our SIS needs to address. I 
cannot be used according to Growing Success.  Schools are reporting that more students than 
ever are registering in October and November.  A result of newcomers coming to the country. 
 

 
OSCA Update 
●​ Lisa Butera-Fracassi 
●​ Several new members have applied and after elections 
●​ VP for governance position is still open - for someone who has held a board of 
directors position and have guidance specialist. Apply through oscadesk@gmail.com 
●​ Conflicting dates with OCTE and the OSCA conferences.  That is something 
OSCA will be aware of going forward. 
 
Ministry Update 
●​ Patty Marino 

mailto:oscadesk@gmail.com


●​ Reminder about the experiential learning funding. Meeting #2 will occur in 
December but the email has not gone out yet. Hoping to have the college trades site 
shared during some of the sessions. 
○​ Grade 9/10 Compulsory Tech Credit - memo didn’t go out. Patty says we are still 
waiting for that. It is in approvals in the Minister’s office. Patty cannot provide any new 
information at this time.  The group is looking for confirmation that students will now need 19 
compulsory credits and need to complete a group 3. Can computer studies be used - NO. Not 
much more info at this time. Patty wants to know - how we are proceeding with discussions 
with superintendents and principals and what is happening in grade 8 orientation sessions. 
PATTY - we are waiting for a course description and code that will fulfill this.  
 
QUESTIONS from the group: 
 
What if we don’t have the tech facilities? 
 
Teacher training - we don’t have tech teachers? 
 
Summer kickstart program between grades 8 and 9? 
 
Can the tech be delivered online? 
 
TIJ1O - planning to offer this - what about the BTT - NO. 
If we have to offer grade 9 and 10 - how will this impact SHSM courses later?  

 
Board level - best way to offer options to students (focus courses) and what fits the 
school community and what is already in place.   
 
IDEAS from Ramsey S - Ottawa Carleton - pulled data from board as to which grade 9 and 10 
students do not have a tech credit yet, to determine how many students will need to get the 
tech credit. Considered schools that might not normally be offering the tech (ie., an arts school 
needs 13 sections but other schools aren’t seeing any change in terms of needs). Pathway 
options considered for example eLearning. Summer programming with a ‘T’ code. Pay for cost 
for staff to take an AQ in tech. How many staff are on a letter of permission? How many tech 
qualified are set to retire? How can we replace? Sites are making decisions now and course 
selections on January 15th. They are letting the grade 8 teachers know that it will be 19 
required and 11 elective. Grade 8 teachers are being asked to recommend to families that the 
kids take it in grade 9. 
Worried about kids who don’t take it in grade 9 or 10 - kids need to take in grades 11 or 12 - at 
risk for not graduating.  How do we be supportive to families and students? The grade 11/12 
course will not satisfy the requirement AND we can’t substitute.  



Patty says she hears these concerns. The memo will outline the grade 9 and 10 requirements. 
Intent of the grade 9 and 10 is to provide a broad based exposure at a young age. This comes 
into effect for the grade 9 entering high school in September 2024. Again - Patty is NOT SURE 
what will be in the MEMO.  
Patty says data collection now, like Ramsey shared, is important. 
Melissa B-C - is there a possibility to do the rotation model? Partnership with Queen’s U Tech. 
Ed. program. – Their program can allow teachers to teach full-time while enrolled in the 
program.  These teacher candidates can teacher under a Transitional Certificate of 
Qualification and Registration. 
Are there other faculties of ed that can support the memo. 
https://educ.queensu.ca/teacher-education/consecutive/tech-multi 
 
Bridget G - feels rushed - can this new Tech. credit policy be delayed? Can we have a bridge 
year?   
 
Will there be funding for sections? Patty unsure of funding at this time. 
 
Online - intent is to TRY - hands-on is ideal.  Online may not happen but not sure at this time. 
 
■​ OSSD Requirements - will go to 19 but not until the memo comes. 
■​ Implementation and Planning for Compulsory Tech Credit  
 
○​ Grade 9 Geography & French - https://www.dcp.edu.gov.on.ca/en/ 
■​ New Course Codes. These courses are not de-streamed, they are Academic.  
 
OCTE 
●​ Christine German & Veronica Kleinsmith 
●​ Here is our presentation in case anyone else is not able to stay with many links: 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-XNMhZr-PXPiooIi-kywExuuu5khTUqD25HEY
VyzBzo/edit?usp=sharing 

https://educ.queensu.ca/teacher-education/consecutive/tech-multi
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-XNMhZr-PXPiooIi-kywExuuu5khTUqD25HEYVyzBzo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-XNMhZr-PXPiooIi-kywExuuu5khTUqD25HEYVyzBzo/edit?usp=sharing
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Can join as a member for FREE 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 

 



 
 
 

 



 

 



 

 
 
Lakehead has a faculty in Orillia that they are going to set up. 
 
 



 

 
 
PLAN WITH WHAT YOU HAVE! 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
CAN PRINT THESE OUT - see picture above. 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 
Here is our contact info: cgerman@octe.ca and vkleinsmith@octe.ca 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-XNMhZr-PXPiooIi-kywExuuu5khTUqD25HEY
VyzBzo/edit#slide=id.p 
 
 
Next meeting – Tuesday, January 23, 2024 
 
Land Acknowledgement for January – Melissa Baker-Cox 
 
 
 
Discussion Items - WE DID NOT GET TO THIS 
●​ Recording of Credits Earned Out of Board (Martha Biagi) 
○​ How do we document if a course is done through online learning? 
○​ Board feedback 
●​ Fraudulent Report Cards (Stephen Hughes) 
○​ Board feedback 
●​ Part-time Status Especially When It Applies to Students Taking Courses in Other 
School Boards (Lisa Galay) 
○​ Board feedback 
●​ International Students Who Need Equivalency Credits (Carla Aitken) 
○​ Board feedback 
●​ Predicted Grades (Germaine Falzone) 

mailto:vkleinsmith@octe.ca
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○​ Board feedback 
●​ Opt Out of Online Learning Requirement 
○​ Board feedback 
 
 
  
 

 


