10 January 2025

An Open Letter to Professor Susan O’'Dwyer — Chair, Medical Board of Australia,
Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency (Ahpra)
(AhpraConsultation@ahpra.gov.au)

and attention also to:

e Mr Mark Butler - Minister of Health (minister.butler@health.gov.au)

e Professor John Slavotinek - President, Royal Australian and New Zealand
College of Radiologists (RANZCR) (president@ranzcr.edu.au)

e Associate Professor Sanjay Jeganathan - Chair, Council of Presidents of Medical
Colleges (ceo@cpmc.edu.au)

e Dr Danielle McMullen - President, Australian Medical Association
(president@ama.com.au)

e Professor Geoff McColl — President, Australian Medical Council
(csaac@amc.org.au)

Ahpra proposal for expediting IMGs for specialist practice in Australia — lack of
oversight will degrade quality of care for patients

We, the undersigned as radiologists currently working in Australia, wish to raise our
grave concerns with the Ahpra proposal to fast-track International Medical Graduates
for radiologist positions in Australia.

The current proposals lack the robust quality assurance processes that are needed
to upskill IMGs to safely practice and care for patients in Australia. Allowing IMGs to
practice without being subjected to the assessments as currently advised by the
Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Radiologists (RANZCR) will lead to
poorer care for patients, through increased risk of medical errors and lack of
accountability for overseas-located radiologists who do not have
RANZCR-recognised credentials.

Current processes with the RANZCR IMG assessments and the training program for
local Australian training provides a unique Australian context to training and
upskilling that is not replicated by overseas training programs, including those from
the United Kingdom (UK). Understanding patients from an Australian cultural
perspective is critical for providing tailored service for diagnostic imaging.

Streamlining processes to increase our intake of doctors from overseas should not
come at the expense of Australia’s high standards, patient safety and quality care. It
is essential the regulatory landscape is balanced so highly competent doctors are
incentivised to begin practice in Australia, while guaranteeing Australia’s
world-leading standards of care are in no way compromised.
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We share the concerns raised by the Council of Presidents of Medical Colleges
(CPMC) about the expedited pathway implementation, including:

1. No clear mechanisms to direct specialists to areas of genuine workforce shortage,
2. Lack of detail about maintaining standards through the qualification equivalency
process,

3. Absence of strategies to ensure long-term retention in rural and regional areas,

4. Limited integration with existing specialist training pathways,

5. Insufficient consideration of specialty-specific challenges, and

6. Inadequate detail about supervision and quality assurance processes.

We understand Ahpra has indicated that the Australian Medical Council (AMC) will
assess qualification equivalency. However, we are concerned such assessment
processes will attempt to circumvent, undermine and dilute the criteria set by
RANZCR that currently ensure the practice of high level of quality radiology in
Australia. We do not believe the current proposals provide:

1. Transparent criteria for assessing international qualifications,

2. Clear supervision and monitoring frameworks,

3. Integration with existing workforce distribution initiatives,

4. Specialty-specific approaches that recognise different practice requirements, and
5. Robust evaluation mechanisms to ensure safety and effectiveness.

There is also the ethical issue of seeking to take overseas doctors away from their
country of origin, especially given we already are training many medical students in
Australia, who will be looking for training programs (including radiology) to enter.
Rather, we should be looking towards encouraging and providing the funding and
capacity for Australian-trained doctors who are already in the system to become
radiologists.

The Commonwealth and State/Territory Governments should as a matter of urgency
look to improve and increase radiologist training capacity in Australia in collaboration
with RANZCR, rather than seeking a quick fix with overseas trained doctors who are
not ‘ready-made’ for providing Australians with the best diagnostic imaging
healthcare they deserve.
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