
 
 

A. The lists of sentences below are paragraphs which have been 
rearranged; you need to put them in the correct order. You must 

●​ identify the topic sentence 
●​ arrange the supporting sentences in a logical order 
●​ distinguish the 3 reasons from the supporting details 
●​ find the concluding sentence 

 
 
1.​ They give us a sense of history and teach us where we came from. 

 
The customs and celebrations that have been practised for decades and 
centuries tie us to our ancestors.  

 
For these reasons, I believe that it is essential to preserve our traditions 

 
However, holidays like Christmas and Thanksgiving let us to slow down, 
spend quality time with loved ones, and focus on the important things in 
life. 

 
I completely agree that it is important to maintain tradition. 

 
Traditions also connect us to our past. 

 
Traditions include everything from celebrations and customs, to food and 
language; therefore, maintaining them is maintaining our cultural identity.  

 
Without tradition, every culture becomes the same as the next. 

 
Traditions keep families together. 

 
In addition, traditions define us as a culture. 

 
The world today is very fast-paced, and it is easy to lose touch with family. 

 

 



 
 

TOPIC SENTENCE 

I completely agree that it is important to maintain tradition. 

 
REASON 1 

Traditions also connect us to our past. 

 
DETAILS 

The customs and celebrations that have been practised for decades and 
centuries tie us to our ancestors.  
 
They give us a sense of history and teach us where we came from. 

 
REASON 2 

In addition, traditions define us as a culture.  

 
DETAILS 

Traditions include everything from celebrations and customs, to food and 
language; therefore, maintaining them is maintaining our cultural identity. 
 
Without these traditions, every culture would the same as the next. 

 
    REASON 3 

Traditions keep families together. 

 
DETAILS 

The world today is very fast-paced, and it is easy to lose touch with family 
 
However, holidays like Christmas and Thanksgiving let us to slow down, spend 
quality time with loved ones, and focus on the important things in life 

 
CONCLUDING SENTENCE 

 



 
 

For these reasons, I believe that it is essential to preserve our traditions 

 
 

 

 



 
 

2.​ A large wedding often puts the bride and groom under intense pressure 
and stress 

 
Young couples should be putting that money toward more important things. 

 
However, most events of this size are far from perfect, and the needless 
stress simply takes away from what should be a very joyous celebration. 
 
Large and extravagant wedding ceremonies are a needless waste of 
money. 
 
Big expensive weddings are a waste; instead, a modest ceremony in the 
company of close family and friends is a much more meaningful way to 
celebrate such a significant step in life. 
 
For example, some weddings are equal to a down payment on a house. 

 
In addition, the point of a large wedding is often to reflect the family’s social 
status and has little to do with love and commitment. 
 
Large weddings are often not about what the bride and groom want at all. 
 
With a large price tag comes the added pressure for everything to go 
smoothly and for everything to be perfect. 
 
Let’s face it, parents of the bride and groom often seize control of the guest 
list, inviting work colleagues and distant cousins, people whom the young 
couple have never met.  
 
Though it is an important day, it is just one day. Rather than spending a 
fortune on the dress and the party, young people could invest that money 
in their future together. 

 
 
 
TOPIC SENTENCE 

 



 
 

Large and extravagant wedding ceremonies are a needless waste of money. 

 
REASON 1 

Young couples should be putting that money toward more important things. 

 
DETAILS 

Though it is an important day, it is just one day. Rather than spending a fortune 
on the dress and the party, young people could invest that money in their future 
together. 
 
For example, some weddings are equal to a down payment on a house. 

 
REASON 2 

A large wedding often puts the bride and groom under intense pressure and 
stress. 

 
DETAILS 

With a large price tag comes the added pressure for everything to go smoothly 
and for everything to be perfect. 
 
However, most events of this size are far from perfect, and the needless stress 
simply takes away from what should be a very joyous celebration. 

 
REASON 3 

Large weddings are often not about what the bride and groom want at all. 

 
 

 



 
 

DETAILS 

Let’s face it, parents of the bride and groom often seize control of the guest list, 
inviting work colleagues and distant cousins, people whom the young couple 
have never met.  
 
In addition, the point of a large wedding is often to reflect the family’s social 
status and has little to do with love and commitment. 

 
   CONCLUDING SENTENCE 

Big expensive weddings are a waste; instead, a modest ceremony in the 
company of close family and friends is a much more meaningful way to 
celebrate such a significant step in life. 

 

 


