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" Ngdy hém nay, gilia nhiing con dudng I6n & Houston, it ngudi nhén ra rang, su hoa trén binh
ddng sinh hoat nhu dang théy thét ra an chifa mét lich sit day cam go va khiém nhudng it dudc

biét, dudc gop phan tao nén tu' su hinh thanh cia céng déng nguai Viét ty nan trén dét My trong

nhiing ngay dau ma su sinh ton caa ho déng nghia vdi viéc bdo vé nhau va doan két cung

nhau.”

Canh trong ‘Alamo Bay’ (file photo)

Cudc di dan vi dai cia ngudi Viét sau Thang Tu 1975 da dé lai khong it dadu dn khac khoai trong
nén dién anh, dam nhac ctia Hoa Ky. Nhiing diéu dugc ké lai dudi day cho thay cach ngudi dan
Viét du nhap vao cac tiéu bang, tac dong dén dgGi sdng va ca tién trinh phat trién clia dia

phudng.
Am nhac

It ai biét, dng hoang nhac rock va tinh ca dong qué Bruce Springsteen tiing cdm hding viét nén
bai hat Galveston Bay, phat hanh vao Thang Mugi Mot 1995, tUf mot cau chuyén chan dong
nudc My vé cudc dau tranh sinh tén clia ngudi Viét, trong nhiing ngay dau hoc cach bam ré &

vung dat mdi.

Can phai biét la Bruce Springsteen la mot nhac si thanh danh véi khuynh hudng thién vi danh



cho ngugi My da trang, nhung bai Galveston Bay, nam trong album The Ghost of Tom Joad
(1995) la chang thay d6i l&n trong nhan thdc vé thé gidi cia 6ng. Khong chi hat va dau tranh
cho quyén Igi clia ngudi lao dong MY da trang, Bruce thé hién suy nghi day trai nghiém vé su

xung d6t ctia nhan loai, ma mau da nao ciing can phai dugc nhin thay tron noi niém.

Bai hat ctia Bruce Springsteen c6 cai gi d6 bang bac va day nghen ngao nhu Hai ngudi linh ctia
Pham Duy. Bruce ké lai cdu chuyén c6 that vé mot di dan mién Nam Viét Nam, tén Lé Binh Son
(?). L& m6t cuu chién binh cia quan d6i VNCH budc phai rdi bo dat nudc sau khi mién Bac
chiém doat Nam Viét Nam, Son dén dinh cu & mot bd bién Texas dé kiém séng bang nghé

danh bat hai san. Bai hat ké rang San, nhu moi ngu dan Hoa Ky, déu thifc day ldc ban mai, hon

[én tran dda con va rdi di dé ra bién.

Bruce Springsteen, 1970’s (anh: Michael Ochs Archives/Getty Images)

Billy Sutter, cling la mdt cuu binh chién tranh Viét Nam, nay nhan ra rang, dé kiém séng, dng
va Son da trd thanh d6i thu cda nhau. Binh kién nghé nghiép, mau da, nhiing xao tron sinh
hoat dia phudng... da bi day |én dén mUc trd thanh mot cude chién, dudc khai mao ti nhém
KKK theo chi nghia phan biét ching toc & Texas. Ngudi Viét phai khang cu va cudi cung ban
chét hai ngugi My. Phién toa xtf San la ngay bao chi va gidi truyén thong Hoa Ky tranh cai
khdng ngling. Cudi cing Son dudc trang an do dudc xét vé quyén tu vé.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29W8yzXfB9E

Billy sat in front of his TV as the south fell
And the Communists rolled into Saigon
He and his friends watched as the refugees came

Settle on the same streets and worked the coast they grew up on

Soon in the bars around the harbor was talk
Of America for Americans
Someone said, “You want ’em out, you got to burn ’em out”

And brought in the Texas klan

Bai hat clia Bruce Springsteen dugc day [én cao trao bang doan Billy Sutter quyét sé giét Son
bang mdt con dao, dé tra thi cho nhitng ngugi da chét. Thé nhung doan két, Billy da bd y dinh
giét ngudi dan 6ng Viét da chay xa khoi qué hugng minh, bi don dén dudng cung va phai n
sting mot [an nifa. Chac chan la khéng ¢ y nghia hoa giai trong bai hat nay, nhung rd rang xét

vé nhan tinh, ca hai ngugi dan dng da chon cling ton tai vGi noi dau hién thuc ctia ddi minh.

One late summer night Le stood watch along the waterside
Billy stood in the shadows
His K-bar knife in his hand

And the moon slipped behind the clouds

Le lit a cigarette, the bay was as still as glass
As he walked by Billy stuck his knife into his pocket

Took a breath and let him pass

Bai hat két thic bang hinh anh ngudi ngu dan My lai ldng |& ra khai, sau khi hon [én tran dia
con ctia minh. D6 chac cling la hinh anh ctia anh ngu dan Viét. L8i tudng thuat bac thay cla
Bruce Springsteen da mang lai cam giac hy vong gitfa nhiing diéu tuyét vong, theo mot phong

cach an du va mang tinh pho quat.

In the early darkness Billy rose up

Went into the kitchen for a drink of water



Kissed his sleeping wife
Headed into the channel

And casts his nets into the water

Of Galveston Bay

Vao giai doan bai hat ra ddi, phong trao phan Ung vdi lan séng nhap cu cta ngudi Viét dang

bung nd. Nhiéu 8i két tdi nhiing di dan ngd ngdc mdi dén nay cé thé nghe khap ndi, rang ho
dang pha hong viéc lam, 16i s6ng, phong cach sinh hoat va ca nhiing gia tri truyén théng cla
nudc My... Trong béi canh do, bai hat clia Bruce Springsteen, Galveston Bay, c6 tac dong l[am

diu lai nhitng gi chi trich.

Nhiéu nha phé binh nhan dinh cau chuyén ctia Lé Binh Son tham chi trd nén séng dong hon
trong b&i canh nudc My hién nay, khi thé ky 21 tiép tuc d&i dién cac lan séng ngudi ti nan khap
nai trén thé gidi va nudc My van ching kién canh nhitng ngugi nhap cu mdi lién tuc xuat hién
trén dat nudc minh. Chl nghia nhan van va tinh bao trum clia Galveston Bay chua bao gid gén
glii hon vao ldc nay dé nhan dién nhiing con ngudi & moi ndi trong khon kho.

pién Anh

Theo théng ké ctia Houston - thanh phé déng dan nhat tiéu bang Texas, cho dén cudi Thang
Nam 1975, ngudi Viét & day chi co hon 100 ngudi, chu yéu la sinh vién. Nhung sau do, chinh
sach phai tri dinh cu cia chinh pha My da dua khoang 25,000 ngudi Viét dén Houston, ti nam
1978 dén 1982. Con s6 nay tang dan vé sau, do nhiéu ngudi thay ndi nay ¢ khi hdu am ap. Vdi
nhiing ngudi xuat than ti mién Trung Viét Nam vén quen nghé bién, ho cam thay cé thé bat
tay vao ngay viéc on dinh cudc song. Ho nhanh chdng trg thanh ddi thi canh tranh clia ngu

dan My.
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Mot goc khu chg ngudi Viét & Bellaire, Houston, Texas (anh: MKim)

Thé [a ndy sinh hiém khich 18n gilta cic cdng dong My trang, My géc Phi va My géc Tay Ban
Nha... vdi ngugi Viét. Hang ngan ngugi ti nan Viét Nam dudgc dua dén lang Allen Parkway da
dung dd cang thang véi nhiing cu dan da den. Tai cac khu vuc thudc Greater Houston doc B3
Vinh, mdt s6 cu dan da trang cling bay té dc cdm vé8i ngu dan Viét. Khodng cudi nhiing ndm
1970 tai Seabrook, Texas, m6t nhom Ku Klux Klan d& t6 chic cac cudc biéu tinh chong Viét

Nam, va dé canh cao, khi yéu cau ngu dan Viét phai rdi bo ngi nay, hai tau danh ca ctia nguai



Viét da bi dét chay.

MGt phan cta nhiing dién bién trén da dugc thuat lai trong b6 phim Alamo Bay cua dao dién
Louis Malle, vGi su tham gia clia ngdi sao dién anh Ed Harris, Amy Madigan... cling vai dién
vién Viét Nam. Phim dugc phat hanh nam 1985. Toan bo khung canh dudc quay tai mot dia
diém gan Rockport, Texas. Trong chin tuan ti Thang Ba dén Thang Nam 1984, doan lam phim
da quay tai cac thi tran va lang chai, ngi bao chi dia phudng ghi nhan cac vu bao luc ngoai dgi

thuc da nd ra gilta ngu dan Texas va cOng dong ti nan Viét Nam.

Trong phim ¢6 canh nhiing ké phan biét chiing toc KKK déi mii va do choang trang dai dién vdi
cong dong ngugi Viét. Ho d6t thanh gia va doi nhiing ngudi nhap cu Viét phai ra di. Theo |Gi ké
cuia cac vi cao nién ting séng qua thgi gian d6, moi chuyén dién ra con dang sd han trong

phim. Nhiéu gia dinh Viét Nam ntfa dém chgt phat hién cay thanh gia dugc trong trudc clia

nha minh bong chay ngun ngut...

Mot goc khu chg ngudi Viét & Bellaire, Houston, Texas (anh: MKim)

Viét trén tG The New York Times xuat ban vao ngay 3 Thang Tu 1985, nha bao Vincent Canby

nhan dinh thém vé phim Alamo Bay:

“Nam 1975, sau su sup do & Sai Gon, han ntfa triéu ngudi ti nan Viét Nam da dén My, vdi
khoang 100,000 ngudi dinh cu & Texas va nhiéu ngudi trong sé nay séng doc bg bién Vinh

Mexico. Ho danh cd va tém, va bang su no luc lam viéc, ho dan trd nén kham kha.

Vi rao can ngon ngilf, ngudi Viét Nam, hau hét theo Cong gido, sng khép kin trong cong dong


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3pPckG3frkM

tam bd ctia ho. Khi gia ca va tom giam, su canh tranh gitfa ngugi Viét va ngugi ban dia ngay
cang gay gat. Nam 1979, mét cudc chién né ra. Sudt vai nam, KKK lién tuc tan cong va pha

hoai tau thuyén va nha ctfa cGia ngudi Viét.

U4t (ic, ndm 1980, mét thanh nién Viét Nam ban chét mdt ngu dan tén Billy Joe Aplin. Véi
nhitng ngudi da trang dang gap khé khan vé kinh t&, va nhiéu ngudi trong sé ho tiing tham
chién & Viét Nam, thi nhitng ngudi ti nan Viét Nam la bon “gook” (ha dang da vang) va trong
d6 ¢ thé cé Cdng san. Theo cach nhin clia ngudi da trang thi nhitng ngudi ty nan nay, dudc
Chinh phu Hoa Ky c(fu, bang mau My, da dén day chi dé€ bon rit miéng dn clia ngudi ban xd...”

Lich sif ngudi Viét ty nan nhap cu & Houston néi chung con ¢ nhiing diéu khong dugc néi ro,
dac biét nhiing gi xay ra vao nhiing ngay dau khi nguai Viét dat chan dén day. Trong nhiéu
nam hung cl, bang dang KKK ludn gay khiép sg cho cac nhdm dan thiéu s6. Chi khi nguai Viét
dén, su tung hoanh clia KKK mdi bi day [ui. Su quyét liét va san sang doi dau chia nhiing nguai
Viét mat qué hudng dang tuyét vong, phai c6 bam vao cudc sinh ton khéc liét mdi, da khién

cac vu dap tra KKK trg thanh séng con.

Hinh anh nhiing cudc xung dot trong phim va nhac gitta ngugi Viét ty nan va nhiing ké phan
biét chung tdc qua khich khong dugc t6 ddm nhung dé du sao cling la phan téi hién chinh xac
lich stf cudc dau tranh clia nhiing ngudi ty nan Viét Nam chéng lai KKK vao nhitng nam 1980.

Ngay hdm nay, gilia nhitng con dudng [8n & Houston, it ngudi nhan ra rang, su hoa trén binh
dang sinh hoat nhu dang thay that ra an chdfa mét lich st day cam go va khiém nhudng it dudc
biét, dugc gop phan tao nén tU su hinh thanh ctia cong dong ngudi Viét ty nan trén dat My
trong nhiing ngay dau ma su sinh tén ctia ho déng nghia vdi viéc bao vé nhau va doan két

cung nhau.
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