
Avoiding The Pitfalls Of Transferring 
Colleges 

‍ 

Avoiding The Pitfalls 
On College Transfer 
College is a time when you strive 
towards reaching new heights and 
goals. Being a part of that 
transformation process is what we 
love to do at College Contours. 
When you get ready to move, it is 
more than just going to a new place. 
It is like starting over. We can help 
you with this new beginning. Want to 
know more? Call us at (224) 
507-8291 or visit our page! 

‍ 

Transferring Universities: Avoiding The Pitfalls 

Some kids go to more than one college, in fact roughly one-third of college students change 
colleges, and about half of those students do it more than once! It can be confusing, as well as 
financially and emotionally costly, but if you plan and research, you can avoid problems. Here 
are some essential things to think about when changing colleges so you don’t lose time and 
money: 

‍ 

• Academic Requirements 

Before you go to a different college, find out if you can do the required work. Every college has 
specific requirements students need to do prior to graduation. Make sure you know what those 
requirements are before making any changes. A good first step is to talk about your interests 
and intentions with an Admissions Counselor at the school(s) of interest, in addition to the 
Admissions webpage for that university.  Will my college credits transfer 
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‍ 

• Financial Aid 

Another important consideration when transferring colleges is financial aid. Moving financial 
assistance can be complicated and take a lot of time. Make sure you understand the financial 
aid options available to you by contacting your Financial Aid Counselor at your current school 
but also by visiting the school(s) of interest’s financial aid webpages 

Do some research before you choose a new school. Find out about scholarships, grants, and 
loans that you can get. And talk to someone who can help you with financial aid at your current 
school. That way, you won't have any surprises, as students often report losing thousands of 
dollars when transferring institutions. 

‍ 

• Transfer Process 

The process of transferring to a new school can take time and effort. It can take a lot of time, 
and it's essential to make sure you understand all the steps involved. 

Before you apply to transfer schools, do some research. Find out when the deadlines are and 
what documentation you need to submit. It is also a good idea to talk to someone at your school 
who can help you with the process, such as an Admissions Counselor at the school you’re 
considering for transfer. 

Transferring colleges has been, currently is, and will continue to be, complicated. But if you plan 
and do research, in tandem with college support systems, you can mitigate the mistakes. When 
deciding to move, think about your grades, academic program requirements, transferability of 
course work, money for school, and how to do the transfer process. This way, you will know 
what to do and be successful at your new school. 

‍ 

What Are The Pitfalls Of Transferring Colleges? 

Changing colleges can be scary for students. They have to leave a place they know and start 
somewhere new. But it can also be exciting. And sometimes it's the best choice for someone's 
academic and personal goals. But some bad things could happen if someone changes colleges. 
So people should think carefully about it before making a decision. 

‍ 

• Credits May Not Transfer 



It is hard to change schools because the new school won't take the classes you took at your old 
school. This can be a big problem if you have already taken many types of classes because you 
might have to retake those classes. That would take up a lot of time and money, making you 
graduate later than you wanted. It is typical for transfer students in fact to lose about an entire 
semester’s worth of time and money when transferring colleges. 

‍ 

• Difficulty In Adjusting To A New Environment 

Moving to a new college can take time and effort. You might need help making friends and 
finding your place in the community. This can be lonely and stressful, making it harder to adjust 
to college life. 

‍ 

• Financial Implications 

If you want to go to a different college, there could be extra costs, not to mention the money 
may be a “sunk cost” upon transfer. Extra costs include fees for applying and housing. There 
might also be other expenses. If you get scholarships or financial aid at your current school, you 
might not get it at the new school.  How to check if courses transfer 

‍ 

• Losing Momentum In Your Studies 

If you switch colleges, starting again may take a lot of work. It takes time to get to know a new 
school. It's hard to keep up with other kids who have been in school longer than you and already 
know their way around. This can make school harder and lower your grades. 

About one-third of students decide to switch colleges. Consider also that nearly half of all 
college students change majors at least once.  It is important to know about the potential 
barriers that may occur during this process. If students learn these things, they can plan better 
and transition smoothly to a new college. 

‍ 

Reasons For Transferring And Preparing For The Transfer Process 

If you want to go to a different college, there are some things you can do to make it happen. 
Here are some tips: 

‍ 

Reasons For Transferring 
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Some students want to go to a different college than they are currently attending (one-third of all 
students). This can be for any wide variety of reasons, as they might not like their school or 
want to study something different. Knowing why you want to transfer is essential before starting 
the process. 

‍ 

Preparing For The Transfer Process 

Research different schools. Before applying to any school, you need to figure out what is most 
important to you and what institution offers the best fit. Examples of this may look like academic 
programs they offer, the campus culture, student life activities, sports, and the surrounding 
community. 

‍ 

• Meet With An Advisor 

Make an appointment with an academic advisor to discuss why you want to transfer. Find out 
what classes and credits will move to the new school.  It is important to note that this can look 
different between each and every school you are considering, which is why CollegeContours is 
a great tool to help introduce you to this concept! 

• Maintain Good Grades 

You should try to get good grades at your school now. Every college will look at your grades 
from your current (as well as all previous colleges) school when you apply to transfer there. 

‍ 

• Get Involved On Campus 

Doing outside of school can help you get into the school you want, much like your activities in 
high school when applying to your initial colleges. Leading, founding, or actively engaging in a 
club or playing a sport shows you are committed and involved. This makes you stand out from 
others applying to the same school. 

‍ 

• Plan Early 

It is important to start getting ready for the transfer process early. This way, you will have time to 
look at different schools, talk with an advisor, and get all the necessary materials. 

‍ 

• Be Prepared To Explain Why You Want To Transfer 



Admission officers will ask why you want to go to a new school. You should have a good answer 
to this question. 

‍ 

• Keep Track Of Application Deadlines 

Keep track of application deadlines, and submit your application on time. Transfer Application 
deadlines will often differ from traditional undergraduate deadlines, so be sure to determine this 
by visiting the appropriate transfer webpage for a college’s admissions office.   

If you change schools, don't worry! You can still get into your dream school! Start early and be 
involved in extra things. Also, keep your grades up. College Contours can help students do 
well even if they don't want to attend a different college. We help students avoid mistakes that 
could stop them from attending the college they want. If you need help or have questions, visit 
our website or call us at (224) 507-8291. It's free! 

‍ 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

How Do You Deal With The Anxiety Of Transferring From Another School? 

●​ You want to ensure that the school is a good fit for you! 
●​ Establish a rapport with your admissions counselor. 
●​ Learn about your financial aid. 
●​ Visit to campus, even twice or more  If unable, consider a virtual visit (CampusReel.org) 
●​ Participate without becoming overwhelmed. 

‍ 

Is It Difficult To Switch Colleges? 

Transferring colleges can be a daunting experience for many first-year college students. It may 
entail a significant amount of paperwork and time to adjust to changes in schedules, scenery, 
and social circles. 

‍ 

What Difficulties Do Transfer Students Face? 

They frequently don't know anyone and are unfamiliar with campus, but they are rarely treated 
with the same patience as a freshman. Transfer students frequently struggle to integrate into 
their new campus and may feel isolated from non-transfer students. 
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‍ 

Why Do Students Transfer To A Different College? 

Reasons for college transfer include finances, academic major, additional opportunities, school 
fit, etc.. Transferring can be a wise decision for students who want to broaden their horizons but 
should be approached with care and thoughtful planning. 

==================================== 

External links: 
College credit transfer equivalency 
Transfer college credits 
Will my college credits transfer 
How to check if courses transfer 
Transfer credit 
Transfer credit equivalency 
Dual enrollment 
Dual enrollment high school 
What dual credit classes should I take in high school 
First-gen student 
First-generation college 
Resources for first-generation college students 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1die5p0xTLF44LuBkOrevQjWuM4eww_2p?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10QUrYgtnQh9AyZVcdTdoNG5iva0cCRCo/view?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JB1wrLVCR4_aXUVzJAXgUOFIIjbY0sXy6LexH8w6ZFg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DSBMr73AcjfmrBeNzr9kX8KWuIU6VkNHSNmrR-PYyRw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1iUZPo9fCo2Zq4CozGC0jiRn3Ae2RRielv6iRti0C1yU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd3_adLX5kH8x67HbyBMpVsefZbodPnF6SkA4AM6WxEEqh2zw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/drawings/d/1vxpV_RHtxbhNwEO13jt5iolK8Y73GDpqsCQp6H__duU/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=1Js62o8X4a0ecczrncYGdCPmq5H2wunc&usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1zd3PaSlWWdsh5MzHpjDbK2xsLlvXhcQanSKhbeSmWgE/edit?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/view/transfercollegecredits/home
https://transfer-college-credits.blogspot.com/2023/03/avoiding-pitfalls-of-transferring.html
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