
Hernán Cortés – The Spanish Conquistador Who Conquered Mexico 

Hernán Cortés, born in Spain in 1485, was an ambitious explorer and soldier who would go on 
to change the history of the Americas. As a young man, he was drawn to adventure and set out 
for the Caribbean, where Spain was establishing colonies. Cortés quickly made a name for 
himself as a skilled leader and strategist. His ambition eventually led him to plan an expedition 
to the mainland, where he hoped to find wealth and glory. 

In 1519, Cortés led a small force of soldiers to Mexico, disobeying orders from the governor of 
Cuba, who had not authorized the expedition. Upon arriving in Mexico, he learned of the 
powerful Aztec Empire and its ruler, Moctezuma II. The Aztec Empire was known for its wealth 
and impressive cities, and Cortés saw an opportunity to gain control over it. As he traveled 
toward the Aztec capital, he allied with local tribes who resented Aztec rule, forming a coalition 
to strengthen his forces. 

When he arrived in Tenochtitlan, Cortés was initially welcomed by Moctezuma, who believed the 
Spanish might be divine beings. However, relations soon soured as Cortés demanded gold and 
took Moctezuma hostage. Fighting broke out, and after months of violent conflict, Cortés and his 
allies captured Tenochtitlan in 1521. The city’s fall marked the end of the Aztec Empire, and 
Spain claimed control over vast territories in Mexico. 

Following his victory, Cortés became the governor of New Spain and amassed great wealth 
from the treasures taken from the Aztecs. He sent enormous amounts of gold and silver back to 
Spain, but his success also led to jealousy and rivalry with other Spanish officials. Over time, 
Cortés lost much of his political power, and his later years were filled with frustration and 
disappointment as he struggled to maintain his influence. 

Hernán Cortés remains a controversial figure in history. His conquest of the Aztecs brought 
wealth and new lands to Spain, but it also led to the destruction of Indigenous cultures and the 
spread of European diseases. While some admire his courage and determination, others view 
him as a symbol of colonial exploitation. His actions had a lasting impact on Mexico and the 
Americas. 

 


