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Collect for Easter 2 (DM Sunday) 

God of everlasting mercy,​
Who in the very recurrence of the paschal feast​
Kindle the faith of the people you have made your own,​
Increase, we pray, the grace you have bestowed,​
That all may grasp and rightly understand​
In what font they have been washed,​
By whose Spirit they have been reborn,​
By whose Blood they have been redeemed.​
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,​
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,​
God, for ever and ever.​
 

The Woman and the Dragon 

12.1 A great portent appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the 
moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 2 She was pregnant 
and was crying out in birth pangs, in the agony of giving birth. 3 Then another portent 
appeared in heaven: a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and seven 
diadems on his heads. His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to 
the earth. Then the dragon stood before the woman who was about to bear a child, so that 
he might devour her child as soon as it was born. 5 And she gave birth to a son, a male 
child, who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron. But her child was snatched away and 
taken to God and to his throne;6 and the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has 
place prepared by God, so that there she can be nourished for one thousand two hundred 
sixty days.​
 

Luke 1:35:38  

35 And the angel said to her in reply, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be 
called holy, the Son of God. And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived 
a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren; for 
nothing will be impossible for God.” 

Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according 
to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.​
(NRSVCE) 

CCC507 (On Mary and the Church)​
At once virgin and mother, Mary is the symbol and the most perfect realization of the 
Church: “the Church indeed. . . by receiving the word of God in faith becomes herself 
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a mother. By preaching and Baptism she brings forth sons, who are conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of God, to a new and immortal life.”   

 

CCC526 (On humility)​
To become a child in relation to God is the condition for entering the kingdom. For 
this, we must humble ourselves and become little. Even more: to become “children 
of God” we must be “born from above” or “born of God”. Only when Christ is formed 
in us will the mystery of Christmas be fulfilled in us.  

CCC724 (On making Jesus visible)​
In Mary, the Holy Spirit manifests the Son of the Father, now become the Son of the 
Virgin. She is the burning bush of the definitive theophany. Filled with the Holy Spirit 
she makes the Word visible in the humility of his flesh. It is to the poor and the first 
representatives of the gentiles that she makes him known.​
​
​
Dogma of the Immaculate Conception (1854 Pope Pius IX) 

The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first moment of her conception, by a 
singular grace and privilege of almighty God and by virtue of the merits of Jesus 
Christ, Saviour of the human race, preserved immune from all stain of original sin 
(CCC n. 491).​
 

Immaculate Conception & the Holy Spirit - The Marian Teachings of Fr Kolbe (Fr 
Manteau-Bonamy OP 1977) 

And she (the Immaculata), grafted into the Love of the Blessed Trinity, becomes from 
the first moment of her existence and forever thereafter the “complement of the 
Blessed Trinity.” 

In the Holy Spirit’s union with Mary we observe more than the love of two beings; in 
one there is all the love of the Blessed Trinity; in the other, all of creation’s love. So it 
is that in this union heaven and earth are joined; all of heaven with all the earth, the 
totality of eternal love with the totality of created love. It is truly the summit of love. 

At Lourdes, the Immaculata did not say of herself that she had been conceived 
immaculately, but, as St. Bernadette repeated it, “Que soy era immaculada 
councepciou”: “I am the Immaculate Conception.” 

If among human beings the wife takes the name of her husband because she 
belongs to him, is one with him, be- comes equal to him and is, with him, the source 
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of new life, with how much greater reason should the name of the Holy Spirit, who is 
the divine Immaculate Conception, be used as the name of her in whom he lives as 
uncreated Love, the principle of life in the whole supernatural order of grace?” 
(Sketch: Feb. 17, 1941) 

 

 

 

Solemn Act of Consecration of St Maximilian Kolbe 

O Immaculate, Queen of heaven and earth, Refuge of sinners and our most loving 
Mother, God has willed to entrust the entire order of mercy to You, I, an unworthy 
sinner, cast myself at Your feet, humbly imploring You to take me with all that I am 
and have, wholly to Yourself as Your possession and property. Please make of me, 
of all my powers of soul and body, of my whole life, death, and eternity, whatever 
pleases You. If it pleases You, use all that I am and have without reserve, wholly to 
accomplish what has been said of You: “She will crush your head”, and “You alone 
have destroyed all heresies in the whole world.” Let me be a fit instrument in Your 
immaculate and most merciful hands for introducing and increasing Your glory to the 
maximum in all the many strayed and indifferent souls, and thus help extend as far 
as possible the blessed Kingdom of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. For, wherever 
You enter, You obtain the grace of conversion and sanctification, since it is through 
Your hands that all graces come to us from the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

V. Allow me to praise You, O most holy Virgin.​
R. Give me strength against Your enemies. 

 

 

 

St. Louis de Montfort's Consecration to Mary 

I, ________________ , a faithless sinner, renew and ratify today in thy hands the vows of my 
Baptism; I renounce forever Satan, his pomps and works; and I give myself entirely to Jesus 
Christ, the Incarnate Wisdom, to carry my cross after Him all the days of my life, and to be 
more faithful to Him than I have ever been before. In the presence of all the heavenly court 
I choose thee this day for my Mother and Mistress. I deliver and consecrate to thee, as thy 
slave, my body and soul, my goods, both interior and exterior, and even the value of all my 
good actions, past, present and future; leaving to thee the entire and full right of disposing 
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of me, and all that belongs to me, without exception, according to thy good pleasure, for 
the greater glory of God in time and in eternity. 
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