A Bird In The Hand Is Worth Two In The Bush:
Having something that is certain is much better than taking a risk for more, because chances are you might lose
everything.

A Blessing In Disguise:
Something good that isn't recognized at first.

A Chip On Your Shoulder:
Being upset for something that happened in the past.

A Dime A Dozen:
Anything that is common and easy to get.

A Doubting Thomas:
A skeptic who needs physical or personal evidence in order to believe something.

A Drop in the Bucket:
A very small part of something big or whole.

A Fool And His Money Are Easily Parted:
It's easy for a foolish person to lose his/her money.

A House Divided Against Itself Cannot Stand:
Everyone involved must unify and function together or it will not work out.

A Leopard Can't Change His Spots:
You cannot change who you are.

A Penny Saved Is A Penny Earned:
By not spending money, you are saving money (little by little).

A Picture Paints a Thousand Words:
A visual presentation is far more descriptive than words.

A Piece of Cake:
A task that can be accomplished very easily.

A Slap on the Wrist:
A very mild punishment.

A Taste Of Your Own Medicine:
When you are mistreated the same way you mistreat others.

A Toss-Up:
A result that is still unclear and can go either way.

Actions Speak Louder Than Words:
It's better to actually do something than just talk about it.

Add Fuel To The Fire:
Whenever something is done to make a bad situation even worse than it is.

Against The Clock:
Rushed and short on time.

All Bark And No Bite:
When someone is threatening and/or aggressive but not willing to engage in a fight.

All Greek to me:
Meaningless and incomprehensible like someone who cannot read, speak, or understand any of the Greek language would
be.

All In The Same Boat:
When everyone is facing the same challenges.

An Arm And A Leg:
Very expensive. A large amount of money.

An Axe To Grind:
To have a dispute with someone.

Apple of My Eye:
Someone who is cherished above all others.

As High As A Kite:
Anything that is high up in the sky.



At The Drop Of A Hat:
Willing to do something immediately.

Back Seat Driver:
People who criticize from the sidelines, much like someone giving unwanted advice from the back seat of a vehicle to the
driver.

Back To Square One:
Having to start all over again.

Back To The Drawing Board:
When an attempt fails and it's time to start all over.

Baker's Dozen:
Thirteen.

Barking Up The Wrong Tree:
A mistake made in something you are trying to achieve.

Beat A Dead Horse:
To force an issue that has already ended.

Beating Around The Bush:
Avoiding the main topic. Not speaking directly about the issue.

Bend Over Backwards:
Do whatever it takes to help. Willing to do anything.

Between A Rock And A Hard Place:
Stuck between two very bad options.

Bite Off More Than You Can Chew:
To take on a task that is way to big.

Bite Your Tongue:
To avoid talking.

Blood Is Thicker Than Water:
The family bond is closer than anything else.

Blue Moon:
A rare event or occurance.

Break A Leg:
A superstitious way to say 'good luck' without saying 'good luck’, but rather the opposite.

Buy A Lemon:
To purchase a vehicle that constantly gives problems or stops running after you drive it away.

C

Can't Cut The Mustard :
Someone who isn't adequate enough to compete or participate.

Cast Iron Stomach:
Someone who has no problems, complications or ill effects with eating anything or drinking anything.

Charley Horse:
Stiffness in the leg / A leg cramp.

Chew someone out:
Verbally scold someone.

Chip on his Shoulder:
Angry today about something that occured in the past.

Chow Down:
To eat.



Close but no Cigar:
To be very near and almost accomplish a goal, but fall short.

Cock and Bull Story:
An unbelievable tale.

Come Hell Or High Water:
Any difficult situation or obstacle.

Crack Someone Up:
To make someone laugh.

Cross Your Fingers:
To hope that something happens the way you want it to.

Cry Over Spilt Milk:
When you complain about a loss from the past.

Cry Wolf:
Intentionally raise a false alarm.

Cup Of Joe:
A cup of coffee.

Curiosity Killed The Cat:
Being Inquisitive can lead you into a dangerous situation.

Cut to the Chase:
Leave out all the unnecessary details and just get to the point.

One

— at one time: thoi gian nao do da qua — back to square one: tré lai tr dau

— be at one with someone: théng nhét véi ai — be/get one up on someone: ¢é wu thé hon ai
— for one thing: vi 1 ly do — a great one for sth: dam mé chuyén gi

— have one over th eight: uéng qua chén —all'in one, all rolled up into one: két hop lai
—it's all one (to me/him): nhw nhau thoi —my one and only copy: ngudi duy nhat

— anew one on me: chuyén la —one and the same: chi la m6t

— one for the road: ly cudi cung trwédc khi di — one in the eye for somone: 1am gai mét
—one in a thousand/milion: moét ngwdi tét trong ngan ngudi — a one-night stand: 1 dém choi boi

— one of the boy: ngu®i cung hoi — one of these days: chang bao lau

— one of those days: ngay xui xéo — one too many: qua nhidu rwou

— a quick one: udng nhanh 1 ly rwou

Two

— be in two minds: chwa quyét dinh dwoc — for two pins: xém chut nira

—in two shakes: 1 loang la xong — put two and two together: doan chic diéu gi
— two bites of/at the cherry: co hoi dén 2 1an — two/ten a penny: dé kiém duoc

Other numbers

— at sixs and sevens: tinh rang réi tinh réi mu — knock somone for six: danh bai ai

— a nine day wonder: 1 diéu ky la nhat doi — a nine-to-five job: cdng viéc nham chan

— on cloud nine: trén 9 tAng may — dresses up to the nines: an mac banh bao
— ten to one: rat co thé — nineteen to the dozen: néi huyén thuyén
COLOUR

Black

— be in the black: co tai khoan — black anh blue: bi bam tim

— a black day (for someone/sth): ngay den tbi — black ice: bang den

— a black list: s6 den — a black look: cai nhin gian d

— a black mark: mét vét den, vét nho — a/the black sheep 9of the family): vét nho clia gia dinh, xa hoi
— in someone’s black books: khdng dwoc long ai — in black and white: gidy tréng muc den

— not as black as onefit is panted: khdng téi t& nhw nguoi ta vé voi

Blue

— blue blood: dong giéng hoang téc — a blue-collar worker/job: lao ddng chan tay

— a/the blue-eyed boy: d¥a con cwng — a boil from the blue: tin sét danh

— disapear/vanish/go off into the blue: bién mét tiéu —once in a blue moon: rat hiém. hiém hoi

— out of the blue: bat ng — scream/cry blue muder: cuc lyc phan déi

— till one is blue in the face: néi hét 1&i

Green

— be green: con non nét — a green belt: vong dai xanh

— give someone get the green light: bat dén xanh — green with envy: tai di vi ghen

— have (got) green fingers: c6 tay lam vwon

Grey

— go/turn grey: bac dau — grey matter: chat xam



Red

— be/go/turn as red as a beetroot: d3 nhw gac vi ngwong
— (catch soomeone/be caught) red-handed: bat qua tang
— ared herring: danh tréng lang

— see red: ndi gian birng birng

White

— as white as a street/ghost: trdng bét

— a white lie: 10 n6i déi vo hai

ANIMALS

— badger someone: mé nheo ai

— an eager beaver: ngwoi tham viéc

— have a bee in one’s bonest: am anh chuyén gi

— the bee’s knees: ngon lanh nhét

— a home bird: nguwoi thich & nha

— an odd bird/fish: ngwoi quai di

— be in the red: ng ngan hang
— the red carpet: don chao nong hau
— a red letter day: ngay dang nh&

— a white-collar worker/job: nhan vién van phong

— make a big of oneself: &n uéng thd tuc
— a busy bee: ngwoi lam viéc lu bu

— make a bee-line foe something: nhanh nhau lam chuyén gi

— an early bird: nguwdi hay day sém

— a lone bird/worf: ngwdi hay & nha

— a rare bird: cia hiém

— bud someone: quay ray ai

— have butterflies in one’s stomach: ndn néng

— lead a cat and dog life: séng nhw ché véi méo

— not have room to swing a cat: hep nhw 16i mdi

— play cat and mouse with someone: choi méo von chudt

— a bird’s eye view: nhin bao quat/néi van tat

— take the bull by the horns: khdng ngai khé khan

— a cat nap: ngu ngay

— let the cat out of the bag: d& 16 bi mat

— not have a cat in hell’'s change: chang c6 co' may

— put the cat among the pigeons: lam hw bét hw dwdng
—a dog in the manger: cho gia ngam xwong (ko mudn ai st dung cai minh ko can)

—dog tired: mét nhoai  — top dog: ké théng tri —adog’s life: cudc sbng 1am than — go to the dogs: sa sut

— let sleeping dog’s lie: dirng khéu lai chuyén da qua
— do the donkey’s work: Iam chuyén nham chan

— a sitting duck: dé& bj tAn cong

— a fish out of water: ngu&i lac long

— a fly in the oinment: con sau lam rau ndi canh

— there are no flies on someone: ngudi ngdn lanh dao dé
someone’s goose: lam hw ké hoach (hw bét hw dwong)

*kkk

— donkey’s years: thoi gian dai déng dac

— a lame duck: ngui that bai

— a cold fish: ngwoi lanh lung

— have other fish to fry: c6 chuyén fai lam

— not hurt a fly: chdng lam hai ai

— can’t say boo to a goose: hién nhu cuc dét
— a wild goose chase: cudc tim kiém vé vong

— a guinea pig: nguoi ty lam vat thi nghiém
OTHER 3 ) )
One good turn deserves another (An miéng trd miéng)

Who breaks, pays (Ban sting khéng nén thi phai d&n dan)

Two securities are better than one (Can tac vo wu)

Slow and sure (Cham ma chéc)

Threats do not always lead to blows (Ché sta la ché khéng cén)

If the cab fits then wear it (C6 tat giat minh)

Money makes the mare go (C6 tién mua tién ciing dwoc)

Where’s there’s life, there’s hope (Con nwéc con tat)

A lie has no legs (Gidu dau I5i duoi)

We have gone too far to draw back (Bam lao thi phai theo lao)

In for a penny, in for a pound (Bwgc voi doi tién)

Tell me the company you keep, and | will tell you what you see (Gan muc thi den, gan dén thi sang)
It never rains but it pours (Hoa v don chi)

If you eat the fruit, you have to think about the one who grows the tree (An qua nhé ké trong cay)
We reap what we sow (Gieo gi6 gat bao)

THere’s no smoke without fire (Khéng c¢6 Itra sao cé khoi)



Who makes excuses, himself excuses (Lay 6ng t6i & bui nay)

One scabby sheep is enough to spoil the whole flock (Con sau 1am r&u ndi canh)
To kill two birds with one stone (Nhét ctr lwdng tién)

To let the wolf into the fold (Nudi ong tay o)

Constant dropping wears stone (Nw&c chdy da mon)

A miss is as good as a mile (Sai mét ly di mot dam)

A flow will have an ebb (Séng c6 khuc nguéi co luc)

Grasp all, lose all (Tham thi tham)

Time lost is never found (Thdi gier @& mét thi khong tim lai duorc)
Bitter pills may have blessed effects (Thudc dang da tat)

Beginning is the difficulty (Van sw kh&i dau nan)

Traveling forms a young man (Bi mét ngay dang, hoc mét sang khén)

No guide, no realization (Khoéng thay d& may lam nén)
More
Better late than never (mudn con hon ko)

Half a loaf is better than no bread (méo mé c6 hon ko)

Health is better than wealth (Strc khde quy hon vang)

Birds of a feather flock together (P6ng thanh twong rng, ddng khi twong cau)
To run with the hare and hold with the hounds (B&t c4 hai tay)

Many a little makes a mickle (Kién tha lau ciing day td)

Where there is a will, there is a way (C6 chi thi nén)

Actions speak louder than words = Néi it lam nhiéu;

Beauty is only skin-deep = Tét gé hon tét nuwéc son;

Caution is the parent of safety = Can tic vo ay nay;

Do not judge a man by his looks = Khdng nén tréng mat ma bt hinh dong;
The early bird catches the worm = Trau cham ubng nwéc duc;

The empty vessel makes the greatest sound = Thung réng kéu to.

— A year care, a minute ruin : khén ba nam, dai mét gio

— Drunkenness reveals what soberness conceals : rwou vao 1i ra, ttru nhap ngén xuét
— Fool’'s haste is no speed : nhanh nhodng doang, that tha hw

— God will not buy everething : giau sang khéng mang lai hanh phuc



— Grasp all, lose all : tham thi tham

— Handsome is as handsome does : cai nét danh chét cai dep

— Like father like son : cha nao con ndy

— Love me love my dog : yéu ai yéu ca duong di, ghét ai ghét ca tong ho hang

— No wisdom like silence : khéng cé su théng minh nao béng im lang

— Nothing venture, nothing win : dugc &n ca, nga vé khong

— Out of sight , out of mind : xa mat cach long

— So many men, so many minds : méi ngudi mét y

— Where there is a will, there is a way : c6 chi thi nén

— Who keeps company with the wolf will learn to howl : g&n muc thi den gan dén thi sang

— You never know your luck: dip may khéng dén hai 1&n



