
 
 
    Chicago Research Questions - Helpful Hints  

 

Where is it 
located? 

●​ Street Address  “It is located at 1234 Main Street.” 
●​ Neighborhood or Location in the city (northside, south, 

east, west, near the lakeshore, etc)​
“It is in the loop neighborhood near Lake Michigan.” 

When was it 
built?  

●​ Construction Start Date - Completed Date, “Built from” 
●​ “Groundbreaking” or “Broke Ground” 
●​ Year it opened to public 

        “It was built from 1929-1932.” 
        “Broke ground: May 7, 1989.”​
        “It opened to the public on May 3, 1932.” 

Who built it? ●​ “Built by” Architect, Architectural Firm or Company 
●​ “Designed by” or Designer 
●​ Who Donated $, Provided $ or Founded by 

        “It was built by one of Chicago’s most famous architectural firms, Graham, ​
        Anderson, Probst & White.” 
        “It was designed by artist ____________.” 
        “_________________ donated $2 million to construct...”​
        “______________ was a philanthropist who founded...” 

Why was it 
built? 

●​ Function, Purpose, Use Type, Mission, Reason it was 
built 

●​ Has the purpose changed? If yes, what is it used for today? 
        “It was built because the company wanted more offices.” 
        “It was constructed to be a museum featuring...” 
        “It was designed as a shipping and entertainment area.”​
        “The building function is mixed use for residential living and commercial  
         businesses.” 

What does it 
look like?  
Use Sensory 
Details to 
describe it.  
 

●​ Building materials: steel, concrete, bricks, limestone, 
marble, wood, glass, granite, etc. 

●​ Describe what it looks like: skyscraper, # of floors, shape, 
features (columns, dome), colors, architectural style 

        “It is a 110-story skyscraper. It is made of a black steel structure and glass ​
        windows” 
        “It was made in the Beaux Arts style. It is symmetrical and has columns at  
        the entrance. It is in the shape of a cross with a large dome at the center.” 

​



Chicago Building or Landmark Websites in Alphabetical Order  

*The Fact Sheet has clips of information from websites with bolded text to help locate information 
 
Adler Planetarium   Fact Sheet 
AdlerPlanetarium.org 
 

The Art Institute   Fact Sheet 
Architecture.org 
 

The Bean (Cloud Gate)   Fact Sheet 
Chicago.gov 
 

Buckingham Fountain   Fact Sheet 
ChicagoParkDistrict.com 
 

CNA Center   Fact Sheet 
Arquitectura.com 
 

Chicago Board of Trade    Fact Sheet 
Architecture.org 
Britannica.com 
 
Chicago Mercantile Exchange Center     Fact Sheet 
ChicagoMercantileExchangeCenter 
CMEcenter.com 
 
Chicago Picasso     Fact Sheet 
SkidmoreOwingsMerrill.com 
ChicagoHistory.org 
 
Chicago Theatre     Fact Sheet 
Architecture.org 
 
Chicago Water Tower   Fact Sheet 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1f_uArHJRSXqMztp1f8IKr3Pc0rDMlwD7aoFVwBKb7gE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.adlerplanetarium.org/explore/about-us/history/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mwph0_x1vVtr2UocjHe4rODx3tTBBy-fbhQQXsLbBDw/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.architecture.org/architecture-chicago/buildings-of-chicago/building/art-institute-of-chicago/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iFE54sXbjMNP0hDasnMTUQWQlZ4ZSgXtWiJnSdKYG_4/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/dca/supp_info/chicago_s_publicartcloudgateinmillenniumpark.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vM2bUUXypQyk4vaceK4Css2atIy1VIMURMtLBal1Q7w/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/parks/clarence-f-buckingham-memorial-fountain/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1p7DYW54fwzh1IxB6fxoKRBGYHdWnmAcFgIn9XHRtGZ8/edit?usp=sharing
https://en.wikiarquitectura.com/building/cna-center-building/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17EATVhv9jGX_5cTyvMl2Sw2nyiOryIuRYvvy32q7tcw/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.architecture.org/architecture-chicago/buildings-of-chicago/building/chicago-board-of-trade-building/
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/601632/Chicago-Board-of-Trade-CBOT
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11lGS8YmqXmkTfYqCufr8_6yoC6b1l2gOA79WQ-65j80/edit?usp=sharing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_Mercantile_Exchange_Center#:~:text=Chicago%20Mercantile%20Exchange%20Center%20is,its%20address%2C%2030%20South%20Wacker.
https://www.cmecenter.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1R2jNkoL1vQ1-0Oo0_-YQv_BUyMhDI1Uxhr7oT4bSH7Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.som.com/projects/picasso-sculpture/
https://www.chicagohistory.org/picasso50/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1doR9isb-aASr7-FoTACGP3gmaAhOllglyKHOGA79vTE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.architecture.org/online-resources/buildings-of-chicago/chicago-theatre
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nv3QhGRMZLWyw5g9pJKSOO7mggD-56ZALBjGZVJW9tg/edit?usp=sharing


Architecture.org 
 

Crain Communications Building (formerly Stone Container Building)  Fact Sheet 
SkyScraperCenter.com 
CrainCommunicationsBuilding 
 
Crown Fountain   Fact Sheet 
CityOfChicago.org 
 

Field Museum   Fact Sheet 
Britannica.com 

FieldMuseum.org 
 

Guaranteed Rate Field   Fact Sheet 
Chicago.WhiteSox.mlb.com 
BallparksofBaseball.com 
 

Hancock Building   Fact Sheet 
360Chicago.com 
Architechture.org 
 

Lincoln Park Zoo   Fact Sheet 
Encyclopedia.ChicagoHistory.org 
 

Marina City   Fact Sheet 
MarinaCity.org 
Architecture.org​
​
McCormick Place   Fact Sheet 
McCormickPlace.com 
 

Midway Airport   Fact Sheet 
Encyclopedia.ChicagoHistory.org 
 

Millennium Park   Fact Sheet 

https://www.architecture.org/learn/resources/buildings-of-chicago/building/chicago-water-tower/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DliOCj7KQr89VOO6vE67PFI4UGdeqOd3pfzvLzMqnzo/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.skyscrapercenter.com/building/crain-communications-building/2441
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crain_Communications_Building
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fAlgbrGdzpf6fStTYTdAJeEsv7Pg_-zhMp3q4MTVb2c/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/dca/supp_info/chicago_s_publicartcrownfountaininmillenniumpark.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JN3gNySuga6JkJNKUQSo2nts5LE9hh6nv-aFkKMTGrA/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Field-Museum
http://www.fieldmuseum.org/about/history
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Avn_OPNfMT8N8cIcziKdo6lNnWCvRj0atkDoP6DIw9w/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.mlb.com/whitesox/ballpark/information/history-and-dimensions
http://www.ballparksofbaseball.com/ballparks/guaranteed-rate-field/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OD187LQuO5UTfJhmIXhKyDhRyXA_A6mq28WQQThm818/edit?usp=sharing
https://360chicago.com/our-story
https://www.architecture.org/learn/resources/buildings-of-chicago/building/875-n-michigan-ave/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KW_Etx9XrOLKge_hZ6KohNgp8tituigIUPmsSX86R8k/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/745.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZY-Y0pCATLmWxror72hfbhVN5IKggBsDBKoVYa0GTWo/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.marinacity.org/bldgfact.htm
http://www.architecture.org/architecture-chicago/buildings-of-chicago/building/marina-city/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19o8EA2NBOaG8SpQjrnpePOyvq9je0a6BohEIJ4jXMqE/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.mccormickplace.com/about-us/history.php
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fmVYrDJOnKNilWHRLGW_te-OSt6YwjhvwEJKmdNU2lQ/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/828.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dq6mxY1gssIlbAitKVGm2DhJxMY9YjeQNqmLQoQFkTA/edit?usp=sharing


Encyclopedia.ChicagoHistory.org 
Millenniumparkhotel.com 
 

Museum of Science and Industry   Fact Sheet 
Architecture.org 
Encyclopedia.ChicagoHistory.org 
 

Navy Pier   Fact Sheet 
Architecture.org 
 

O’Hare Airport   Fact Sheet 
Encyclopedia.ChicagoHistory.org 
 
Rookery Building   Fact Sheet 
TheRookeryBuilding.com - Architecture 
Wikipedia.org 
 
St. Regis Tower (formerly Vista Tower)   Fact Sheet 
SkyScraperCenter.org click on Facts 

 
Shedd Aquarium   Fact Sheet 
Encyclopedia.ChicagoHistory.org 

SheddAquarium.org 
​
Soldier Field   Fact Sheet 
WJE.com 
 
Tribune Tower   Fact Sheet 
Architecture.org 
Britannica.com 
 
Trump Tower   Fact Sheet 
Architecture.org 
 

http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/6404.html
https://themillenniumparkhotel.com/a/FrX624qDuh1Of
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BrFCR6MvJS_scKuwp0BsdqbWkUHeJA9cqrXaAa0P_sE/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.architecture.org/architecture-chicago/buildings-of-chicago/building/museum-of-science-and-industry/
http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/859.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ou_NJzbVPoRCNL55_AldnQegAXTHFPc-ayqzevdCY0w/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.architecture.org/learn/resources/buildings-of-chicago/building/navy-pier/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J2UwH6psa5V7ry8KhKVafDvDEsmYD7AJrjBKe4TwN2Q/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/923.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18qsLpfn3RKDpjOA9o1-O_yef3LjbH4nHVnpIdfVnPnI/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.therookerybuilding.com/the-architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rookery_Building
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1r_TfcB_Jn0Gx2R6TFdqEdymRTbZo5UYQbvT8COwwFVg/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.skyscrapercenter.com/building/the-st-regis-chicago/17137
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J7rw006EONlMcBicJcXdGemQTOGlOep1SDvdMzEXzjI/edit?usp=sharing
http://encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/1139.html
https://www.sheddaquarium.org/about-shedd/vision/history
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pgTC8x3ScHVmWGI93tWFS1qzyk0_vn7BoCNyzZvc3FY/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.wje.com/projects/detail/soldier-field-stadium
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJ_f2673wT1rvItoTzakZrRgjHyCRaJuIANxb6hB8D8/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.architecture.org/learn/resources/buildings-of-chicago/building/tribune-tower/
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Tribune-Tower
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NYA6n63D_85E58XlLrayKwXnLJiSg0sM7FbuvlyqDfQ/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.architecture.org/learn/resources/buildings-of-chicago/building/trump-tower/


Union Station   Fact Sheet 
ChicagoUnionStation.com 
GreatAmerianStations.com 
 

United Center   Fact Sheet 
UnitedCenter.com 
Encyclopedia.ChicagoHistory.org 
InsideArenas.com 
 

Willis Tower   Fact Sheet 
Architecture.org​
​
Wrigley Building   Fact Sheet 
Architecture.org 
 

Wrigley Field   Fact Sheet 
Chicago.Cubs.mlb.com 
BallparksofBaseball.com 
 

150 North Riverside   Fact Sheet  
Architecture.org 
ClarkConstruction.com 
150NorthRiverside.com 
 
333 West Wacker Drive   Fact Sheet 
Architecture.org 
​

77 West Wacker Drive   Fact Sheet 
SkyScraperCenter.com 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xEImxI94O3m03ceB4SAwdTR_Dw_m-uXFkjJAIe23LJI/edit?usp=sharing
https://chicagounionstation.com/about/past
http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/CHI
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D9OxL1_o7QzJ2RnuIScUVYlB0S9LyW187yhOflnRKdI/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.unitedcenter.com/venue/introduction-history/
http://encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/1285.html
http://www.insidearenas.com/eastern/UnitedCenter.htm
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1E256TfrPCtDNqL7sCnMotVpOl-WM5ey7NH5JtSMmDeY/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.architecture.org/learn/resources/buildings-of-chicago/building/willis-tower/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12Y1uChwEzSvwclTO4-JvFXqWRo9tE1PnQQCJM8j3vX8/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.architecture.org/learn/resources/buildings-of-chicago/building/wrigley-building/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZF9m9o-YgpztpZbx9AEVC1Xs3D0hCjAe1b5RZrIw-ws/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/ballpark/information/history
http://www.ballparksofbaseball.com/ballparks/wrigley-field/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IDRAXEkis3dcCp73VHySmPVgKAb-C_aYyCs6lD3WTMY/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.architecture.org/learn/resources/buildings-of-chicago/building/150-north-riverside/
https://www.clarkconstruction.com/our-work/projects/150-north-riverside
http://150northriverside.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1S_N3xJv5xuUJuAoH-YxRKkrvDqMBNDmTnGkkopUrCOE/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.architecture.org/learn/resources/buildings-of-chicago/building/333-west-wacker/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15P4w4dpm59OSbD0mm4Mr5quGY2ASlZWn0PwARS5HKsE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.skyscrapercenter.com/building/77-west-wacker-drive/1597

