
 

Teens with a Movie Camera  

Session 5 Recap: Planting Seeds 

Meaningful movies grow from small seeds, which can even sprout in one’s own 
backyard.  

●​ Examples of short, personal, home-based works made by high schoolers 
include Numb by Liv McNeil and Samir by Rayan Mohamed, a Somali refugee 
and current SU Film student who went to Henninger High.  

As part of the workshop, we brainstormed potential directions for personal projects 
that will be created and edited during the upcoming weeks.  

●​ We mapped out our ideas in the form of a tree, starting with an underlying “big 
idea” at the roots—something that matters to the person planting it.  

●​ As your tree drawings developed, their trunks, branches, and leaves became 
increasingly specific and concrete. Branches of ideas can grow in many 
different directions—stay open to where they might lead you.  

For the next step of turning ideas into images, shadow puppet theater offers a 
creative approach. With simple ingredients of a light source, some paper, and a white 
sheet, anyone can work with silhouettes to tell stories—as we did together at the end 
of this session.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iSkbd6hRkXo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lCvt0wal7Q0


 

If you have any questions or would like to consult about these projects, you are 

always welcome to contact a member of the team via WhatsApp for guidance!     

 

  

 

Teens with Movie Camera    

 Work with what you have.  
Where you are.  

Be smart, Make ART !   

https://sites.google.com/g.syr.edu/teens-with-a-movie-camera/home
https://vimeo.com/862778479

