
 

Lesson Plan 
 

BASIC INFORMATION 

Summary On Day 23 of The Kite Runner unit, students will be able to evaluate whether the 
massacre at Mazar-i-Sharif was, in fact, ethnic cleansing  

Grade Level 10th grade 

Time Frame 1 hour 25 minutes 

Subject(s) Honors English 10 

Topic(s)  

Instructional 
Materials & Prep 

1.​ Google Slides 
2.​ Daily Journal May 18, 2022 
3.​ The Kite Runner 13 
4.​ The Kite Runner 14 
5.​ Mazar-i-Sharif 
6.​ Displaced Persons Act of 1948 
7.​ Displaced Persons Act: Questions 
8.​ Displaced Persons Act: Interview 
9.​ Displaced Persons Act: Narrative Essay 
10.​Displaced Persons Act: Project 

 
Resources: 

1.​  

STANDARDS 

CA Content 
Standard(s) 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.7 
Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic 
mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment (e.g., 
Auden's "Musée des Beaux Arts" and Breughel's Landscape with the Fall of 
Icarus). 

CA ELD/ELA 
Standard(s) 

 

Differentiated 
Instruction/UDL/C
SP/SDAIE 

Zoya Syed has 504 for hearing loss 
Cepha Biggs has IEP for autism 
Cecily Kingsley Williams has 504 for attention and auditory processing 
Peter Pacha has 504 for ADHD 

OBJECTIVES 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1WPrzbP_bMBVpMV1fO3MeVwqy5zDnUdf2hj9VU9YtiB0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_uPkYDsz_u3jAM7T7TwEJXywN3DzNFQzt3rrm45_d04/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ff6oLUO-WT-P1TNQpNa3vWjTIvSEn1NO40oYBYyLeKI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Mdk1V7KwTh1oYs3uK1OcCLa9iEDpt3Umy9M2IgYXS2Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rhfnwETOnCIKVrsroUtdrEn3gMsiEc_HkCL5jL3z8fI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/153z9fTNnbE1mZ37s8MKbPd42PRQKLFcyhVvIvsEMk0k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YPu-dVvPDn_Z3sf_upAbdzp0VnPfeur-A2_ANI7V0v4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1r6aym7k6Wy1cqcJhPUGsmSEyCwMfCwBMMGGjcJGDpRc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iW4KPIb_PDp7zAV8R5k2R1-dIoEdFBDoc2A6ftqRiHk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1O46vBvzYt_gv7EPiGft0WRwB99adwplOmG4m4J67bc0/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/7/


 

 Students will be able evaluate whether the massacre at Mazar-i-Sharif was, in 
fact, ethnic cleansing  

ASSESSMENT 

  

WARM UP  

 Daily Journal May 18, 2022 
 
United Nations: Office on Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect: 
Ethnic Cleansing 
Al-Jazeera: Why the Hazara people fear genocide in Afghanistan 
 
Please read Human Rights Watch: THE MASSACRE IN MAZAR-I SHARIF 
Please re-read Assef’s recollection of Mazar-i-Sharif on p. 277 of The Kite 
Runner 
 
What happened at Mazar-i-Sharif in 1998? 
What was the rationale for Mazar-i-Sharif given by Assef? 
What information does the Human Rights Watch report include that Assef’s 
recollection of Mazar-i-Sharif doesn’t? 

AGENDA 

1.​ Warm Up:  
 
 

2.​ Review: The 
Kite Runner 
14 

 
 
 
 

3.​ Mazar-i-Shar
if 

 
 
 
 

4.​ Displaced 
Persons Act: 
Essay 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

1.​ Warm Up: 
 

Students who submitted last chapter of The Kite Runner  

1.​ Sama Elbaramawi 
2.​ Mariam Helal 
3.​ Cecily Kingsley-Williams 
4.​ Sara Sayed 
5.​ Zara Sayed 
6.​ Nathan Smith 
7.​ Zoya Syed 
8.​ Luis Valdes 
9.​ Omar Yassin 

 
2.​ Review: The Kite Runner 14 

 
1. What happened in Mazar-i-Sharif in 1998? 

 
Human Rights Watch: THE MASSACRE IN MAZAR-I SHARIF 
 
Bacha Bazi - "boy play"; from بچه bacheh, "boy", and بازی bazi "play, game"  

●​ Radio Free Europe / Radio Liberty: Afghan 'Dancing Boys' Tell Of Rape, 
Abuse 

●​ New York Times: U.S. Soldiers Told to Ignore Sexual Abuse of Boys by 
Afghan Allies 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_uPkYDsz_u3jAM7T7TwEJXywN3DzNFQzt3rrm45_d04/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/ethnic-cleansing.shtml
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/ethnic-cleansing.shtml
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2021/10/27/why-the-hazara-people-fear-genocide-in-afghanistan
https://www.hrw.org/legacy/reports98/afghan/Afrepor0.htm
https://www.hrw.org/legacy/reports98/afghan/Afrepor0.htm
https://youtu.be/oU6q6EaXBlM
https://youtu.be/oU6q6EaXBlM
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/21/world/asia/us-soldiers-told-to-ignore-afghan-allies-abuse-of-boys.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/21/world/asia/us-soldiers-told-to-ignore-afghan-allies-abuse-of-boys.html


 

●​ Washington Post: Afghanistan sees rise in ‘dancing boys’ exploitation 
●​ PBS: The Dancing Boys of Afghanistan 
●​ New York Times: 3 Afghan Schools, 165 Accounts of Students Being 

Raped 
●​ Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam: Ethics education in the military 
●​ LSE: The revised Afghanistan criminal code: an end for Bacha Bazi? 

 

 
Source: What About the Boys: A Gendered Analysis of the U.S. Withdrawal and 
Bacha Bazi in Afghanistan 
 
Ethnic Cleansing 
 
UN: S/1994/674 
Physicians for Human Rights: Preliminary Assessment of Alleged Mass 
Gravesites in the Area of Mazar-I-Sharif, Afghanistan 
www.un.org/preventgenocide/adviser/  
 
 
United Nations: Office on Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect: 
Ethnic Cleansing 

●​ International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia 
●​ International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 
●​ International Criminal Court 
●​ International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals 
●​ Special Court for Sierra Leone 

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/afganistans-dancing-boys-are-invisible-victims/2013/12/30/bb8e8a5a-7c2b-11e1-8f65-4cbb23028e62_story.html?tid=pm_world_pop_b
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/dancingboys/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/25/world/asia/afghan-schools-rape.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/25/world/asia/afghan-schools-rape.html
https://research.vu.nl/ws/portalfiles/portal/69432361/chapter+4+Dancing+boys+and+the+moral+dilemmas+of+military+missions.pdf
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/southasia/2018/01/24/the-revised-afghanistan-criminal-code-an-end-for-bacha-bazi/
https://newlinesinstitute.org/afghanistan/what-about-the-boys-a-gendered-analysis-of-the-u-s-withdrawal-and-bacha-bazi-in-afghanistan/
https://newlinesinstitute.org/afghanistan/what-about-the-boys-a-gendered-analysis-of-the-u-s-withdrawal-and-bacha-bazi-in-afghanistan/
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N94/200/60/PDF/N9420060.pdf?OpenElement
https://s3.amazonaws.com/PHR_other/afghanistan-mass-grave/prelim-assess-afghanistan2002-amend2008.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/PHR_other/afghanistan-mass-grave/prelim-assess-afghanistan2002-amend2008.pdf
http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2011/CP27734T.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/ethnic-cleansing.shtml
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/ethnic-cleansing.shtml
http://www.icty.org/
http://unictr.unmict.org/
http://www.icc-cpi.int/
http://www.unmict.org/
http://www.rscsl.org/


 

●​ Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia 
●​ Extraordinary African Chambers within the Courts of Senegal 

 
Please read Human Rights Watch: THE MASSACRE IN MAZAR-I SHARIF 
Please re-read Assef’s recollection of Mazar-i-Sharif 
 
Does the Taliban Massacre in Mazar-i-Sharif constitute:  

●​ genocide, 
●​ crimes against humanity,  
●​ war crimes  
●​ ethnic cleansing  

 
Why? 
 
What does your group propose to charge the Taliban with the International 
Criminal Court? 

●​ genocide, 
●​ crimes against humanity,  
●​ war crimes  

 
Why? 
 
Throughout the story, Baba worries because Amir never stands up for himself. 
When does this change? 
 
Amir's confrontation with Assef in Wazir Akar Khan marks an important turning 
point in the novel. Why does the author have Amir, Assef, and Sohrab all come 
together in this way? What is this the significance of the scar that Amir develops 
as a result of the confrontation? Why is it important in Amir's journey toward 
forgiveness and acceptance? 
 
Trigger warning: Suicide 
 

3.​ Mazar-i-Sharif 
 
Mazar-i-Sharif Poll 
 

4.​ Displaced Persons Act of 1948: Narrative Essay 
 

5.​  

 

Homework  

 

AUTOPSY 

Warm Up 
9:08 - 9:26 
 
Review: The Kite Runner 14 

 

http://www.eccc.gov.kh/en
http://www.chambresafricaines.org/
https://www.hrw.org/legacy/reports98/afghan/Afrepor0.htm
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1klaF9wdjuMkvyDc5WuVwXCVilGYGE3qtdAMycXe7Rgw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdyD0xIzt1keSFZXF6ftrUMY4E_xqj6yYcCFKNLK4hCB6suYg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/153z9fTNnbE1mZ37s8MKbPd42PRQKLFcyhVvIvsEMk0k/edit?usp=sharing


 

9:28 - 9:50 
 
Mazar-i-Sharif 
9:50 - 10:30 
 
Mazar-i-Sharif Poll 
10:10 - 10:20 
 
Displaced Persons Act Project 
10:30 - 10:33 
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