Al Tools for Professional Correspondence

Let's face it - we all spend a lot of time on professional correspondence. Whether you're drafting
committee emails, responding to colleagues, or writing difficult messages, Al can be your
behind-the-scenes assistant, helping to make your writing clearer and your process more
efficient.

Getting the Basics Right: Editing and Structure

Think of Al as your first-round editor. It's great at catching those pesky typos that slip through
when you're writing quickly, but it goes well beyond basic spell-check. Need to transform a
dense paragraph into something more digestible? Al can help break up your text and add
transitions that make your message flow better. Just paste in your draft and ask it to improve
readability while keeping your voice - you might be surprised at how much clearer your
message becomes.

Finding the Right Tone

We've all been there - staring at a draft of a sensitive email, wondering if we've struck the right
tone. This is where Al really shines. Whether you need to make a formal message warmer or
ensure a casual note maintains professionalism, Al can help calibrate your tone. It's particularly
helpful with those tricky emails where you need to be both direct and diplomatic.

Making Sure You've Covered Everything

Ever finish responding to a long email thread only to worry you've missed something? Al can be
your second set of eyes, checking that you've addressed all questions and points from previous
messages. This is especially handy for committee work or project management where missing a
detail could mean another round of emails.

Organizing Complex Information

Here's where Al becomes a real time-saver. Got fifteen different responses about meeting
availability? Al can turn them into a clear schedule matrix. Need to combine information from
multiple email threads? Al can help synthesize it into a coherent summary. These features save
you from the tedious task of manually organizing information while making your communications
clearer for everyone involved.

Managing Time and Tasks



Think of Al as your administrative assistant for email tasks. It can draft meeting follow-ups,
create templates for common responses, and generate clear action item lists from lengthy
discussions. By handling these routine aspects of communication, you have more time for the
substantive work that matters.

In the following sections, we'll look at specific examples of how to use Al for different types of
professional correspondence. We'll include real-world scenarios, helpful prompts you can use
right away, and tips for getting the best results.

Organizing Complex Information

Scenario 1: Long Committee Report Email Prompt: "Reorganize this email for better
readability, using clear headings and bullet points: [paste draft of lengthy committee update]"

Sample Response: "Dear Curriculum Committee Members,
Quick Updates:

e New course proposals due March 15
e Assessment meeting scheduled for April 1
e Spring review completed

Key Discussion Items for Next Meeting:

1. First-Year Writing Curriculum
o Student feedback results
o Proposed changes
o Implementation timeline
2. Upper-Level Integration
o New advanced writing requirements
o Faculty resource needs
o Timeline for rollout

Action ltems:

e Review proposal draft (attached)
e Submit feedback by March 10
e Confirm attendance for April 1"

Tone Adjustment



Scenario 2: Difficult Feedback Prompt: "Revise this feedback email to be more constructive
and collegial while maintaining the core message: 'The materials submitted weren't what we
needed for the assessment report. Please redo them."

Sample Response: "Dear colleague,

Thank you for submitting your assessment materials. To better align with our accreditation
requirements, | have a few suggestions that would strengthen the report:

First, let me highlight what works well: your detailed analysis of student performance provides
valuable insights.

For our specific reporting needs, we would benefit from:

1. Additional quantitative metrics
2. Explicit connections to learning outcomes
3. Examples of student work products

I'm happy to discuss these adjustments and share some sample formats that have worked well.
Would you like to meet briefly next week?"

Request Clarity

Scenario 3: Complex Project Request Prompt: "Help me structure this request for
collaboration on a major project. Include clear asks and timeline:"

Sample Response: "Dear [Colleague],

Re: Spring Legal Writing Assessment Project

I'm writing to invite your participation in our spring assessment initiative. Here's what's involved:
Your Role Would Include:

e Reviewing 10 student papers (approximately 3 hours)
e Completing standardized rubrics (1 hour)
e Attending one calibration meeting (90 minutes)

Timeline: Week 1: Rubric review Week 2: Calibration meeting Weeks 3-4: Individual assessment
Week 5: Results submission

Support Provided:

e Detailed rubrics
e Sample assessments
e Administrative assistance



Next Steps: Please let me know by Friday if you can participate. I'm happy to discuss any
questions."

Professional Diplomacy

Scenario 4: Declining a Request Prompt: "Help me politely decline this committee invitation
while maintaining good relations:"

Sample Response: "Dear [Colleague],

Thank you for thinking of me for the Technology Committee. I'm honored by the invitation and
appreciate the important work this committee does.

Given my current commitments to curriculum development and my role as writing program
director, | unfortunately cannot give this opportunity the attention it deserves this semester.

| would be glad to:

e Provide input on writing-technology integration
e Serve as an occasional consultant
e Reconsider committee membership next academic year

Please keep me in mind for future collaborations."

Meeting Follow-up

Scenario 5: Complex Meeting Summary Prompt: "Create a clear follow-up email capturing
these meeting notes and next steps: [paste meeting notes]"

Sample Response: "Dear Writing Faculty,

Thank you for your engaged participation in yesterday's curriculum meeting. Here's our action
plan:

Key Decisions Made:

1. New Citation Manual
o Adopting 22nd Edition
o Implementation: Fall 2024
o Training: August workshop
2. Assessment Changes
o Moving to rubric-based grading
o Pilot program: Spring 2024
o Full implementation: Fall 2024



Your Next Steps:

e Review new rubric draft by March 1
e Sign up for training sessions
e Submit current assignments for revision

Resources Available:

e New citation guides (attached)
e Sample rubrics (shared folder)
e Training schedule (calendar invite to follow)
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