
 

   

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING SESSION  

Rethinking History with Newsela 
 
Zoom Link: https://newsela.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUrce6gpjoiHtIn1GSQnDcj2X-Ij4CC0vKO 

 
Tweet Us: #Newsela @Newsela 
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Feedback Form 
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Newsela Website 
Newsela Professional Learning 
Newsela Support 
Newsela Community 

 

 

Today’s Agenda 
Here is a plan of what we will accomplish today. The hope is that you will walk away with a strong 
understanding of Newsela content and tools to support your instructional purpose and students.  

 

Time Section Resources 
 

5 mins Introduction & 
Orientation 
 

Getting Started with: 
●​ Canvas 

5 mins Rethinking History in 
Our Classrooms 
 

Social Studies Teaching & 
Learning is Powerful when it is: 

●​ Meaningful 
●​ Integrative 
●​ Value-Based 
●​ Challenging 
●​ Active 

Newsela Social Studies Content:  
●​ Newsela Social Studies 
●​ Newsela’s Content 

3 mins Reflect & Share How do you help students “make sense of an uncomfortable past, a 
chaotic present, and an inchoate future?” 

10 
mins 

Investigating Issues 
Across Sources 

Links:  
●​ Course Collections 

 

https://newsela.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUrce6gpjoiHtIn1GSQnDcj2X-Ij4CC0vKO
https://twitter.com/hashtag/newsela?lang=en
https://twitter.com/Newsela?lang=en
https://www.tfaforms.com/forms/view/4945230?tfa_35=00U1S000008C1iW&tfa_36=0051S000008dDlV&tfa_37=a471S000000ZH7b&tfa_38=CustomTrainingPost&tfa_39=Newsela%20Virtual%20Session%20for%20Las%20Cruces%20Public%20Schools&tfa_101=Webinar&tfa_50=tfa_51&tfa_107=&tfa_40=2022-07-11
https://newsela.com/
https://newsela.com/educator-center/2000249153
https://learn.newsela.com/
https://community.newsela.com/msgs?MessageID=24&ReturnUrl=%2F
https://go.newsela.com/rs/628-ZPE-510/images/Teachers-Getting-Started-With-Newsela-And-Canvas.pdf
https://newsela.com/videos/ckool47hh002x3h5z45rjsfpf/?search_id=818a6a3c-116d-4c62-a6c3-c2cdc0cd0066
https://support.newsela.com/article/newsela-content/
https://newsela.com/content/browse/course-area/ckd6je61m000b5cn4jq2veurq/?browse-type=single


 

 ●​ Focused Studies 
●​ C3 Inquiries  
●​ Model Lesson: Immigration 

 
Support Resources:  

●​ Graphic Organizers: 
○​ Primary Source Analysis 
○​ Perspective Analysis 
○​ Comparing Multiple Sources 

10 
mins 
 
 
 
Need 
Help with 
Breakout 
rooms? 
Ask your 
facilitator 
or consult 
the 
resource 
below:  
 

Breakout 
Rooms 
Support 

Time to Explore  
Choose the option that’s best for you 

Browse & Save Social 
Studies Resources 

Analyze & Evaluate an 
Assignment Template 

Choose an assignment to 
experience as a student 

●​ Course Collections 
●​ Focused Studies 
●​ C3 Inquiries 
●​ Text Sets by Teachers 
●​ Primary Sources 
●​ News 
●​ History Comes to Life 

Collection 
●​ Historical Fiction 
●​ Video 
●​ Multimedia 
●​ Pro/Con 
●​ Complex Topics 

Assignment Templates::  
●​ Elem: American Indians vs. 

American Settlers  
 

●​ U.S. History: Alternative 
Perspectives Toward 
Independence 

 
●​ Civics: Perspectives on Civic 

Duty  
 

●​ World History: Colonization 
and Imperialism 

 
●​ Ancient Civilizations: 

Mesoamerica 

Choose a Student Log In: 
●​ Rethinking History Student Logins 
 
Log out of your educator account and 
log in as a student.  
 
Navigate to the assignments tab. 
 
Select a text to read and annotate 
independently. 

3 mins Reflect & Share What did you find in your first work block that might influence your 
design of future Newsela activities? 
 

10 
mins 

Fostering Student 
Connections 
 

Links to Content: 
●​ How to communicate effectively 
●​ Tips for writing a letter to 

Congress 
●​ Taking it to the streets: 

Grassroots activism in the 
United States 

 
Links to Collections:  

●​ Cornerstone Activities 
●​ C3 Inquiries 
●​ Text Sets by Teachers 

 
Resources: 

●​ Newsela to Action 
●​ Graphic Organizers: 

○​ Public Service 
Announcement  

○​ Blog Post Planner 

Support Resources: 
●​ Present Mode 
●​ Annotations 
●​ Creating an Assignment 

10 
mins 
 

Need 

Explore & Apply: Planning for Your Instruction 
Breakout Room Options: Collaborative Room, Quiet Room, Main Room 

 

https://newsela.com/content/browse/focused-study/ckd6k2rs80001ouph081aexqs/?browse-type=single
https://newsela.com/content/browse/instructional-method/ckd6k65x5000b3iqdq1uqcf4q/?browse-type=single
https://beta.newsela.com/assignments/create?copiedAssignmentId=ckqcwzwxd000232n8tkfe5pc3&return_url=/binder/assignments
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1IS3fjdRYFlTBLZhdYIdL7B5wRpcM236KG91xd0M24JM/edit#slide=id.g6f3cf3e94c_0_24
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16rzauftv-o23c0rT07FTmaj-hOP6lYJ2DGcX9UKCKVQ/edit#slide=id.g6f3c0bc519_0_14
https://media.newsela.com/article_media/extra/4.18.18.ComparingMultipleSources.pdf
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/115005769646-Participating-in-breakout-rooms
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/115005769646-Participating-in-breakout-rooms
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/115005769646-Participating-in-breakout-rooms
https://newsela.com/content/browse/course-area/ckd6je61m000b5cn4jq2veurq/?browse-type=single
https://newsela.com/content/browse/focused-study/ckd6k2rs80001ouph081aexqs/?browse-type=single
https://newsela.com/content/browse/instructional-method/ckd6k65x5000b3iqdq1uqcf4q/?browse-type=single
https://newsela.com/content/browse/ss-teacher-created-text-sets/ckiz1brqg00013g5wzkz1ujbv/?browse-type=single
https://newsela.com/content/browse/latest-primary-sources/ckcmii6bx00003ipmdycje31p/?browse-type=single
https://newsela.com/content/browse/social-studies-news/ckd0kmhis00003dmirm3977u5?browse-type=single
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000000860/
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000000860/
https://newsela.com/content/browse/latest-ss-fiction/ckd6ixofr00043hqu9bs5vqp4/?browse-type=single
https://newsela.com/content/browse/social-studies-videos/ckltlgmvb000k3g5sq6zq81xp?browse-type=single
https://newsela.com/content/browse/latest-ss-multimedia/ckd6hf74c00073ll8rzhq10q4/?browse-type=single
https://newsela.com/content/browse/latest-pro-con/ckcmj8a6j00003hol2am4ztmd/?browse-type=single
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000000796/
https://newsela.com/assignments/create?copiedAssignmentId=ckpdc61z7000434s31irfvb3y&return_url=/binder/assignments
https://newsela.com/assignments/create?copiedAssignmentId=ckpdc61z7000434s31irfvb3y&return_url=/binder/assignments
https://newsela.com/assignments/create?copiedAssignmentId=ckpdbo1wv000136lj4lued2cq&return_url=/binder/assignments
https://newsela.com/assignments/create?copiedAssignmentId=ckpdbo1wv000136lj4lued2cq&return_url=/binder/assignments
https://newsela.com/assignments/create?copiedAssignmentId=ckpdbo1wv000136lj4lued2cq&return_url=/binder/assignments
https://newsela.com/assignments/create?copiedAssignmentId=ckpdcfsc7000333mlrsakhgds&return_url=/binder/assignments
https://newsela.com/assignments/create?copiedAssignmentId=ckpdcfsc7000333mlrsakhgds&return_url=/binder/assignments
https://newsela.com/assignments/create?copiedAssignmentId=ckpt1cftl000238jngur600gd&return_url=/binder/assignments
https://newsela.com/assignments/create?copiedAssignmentId=ckpt1cftl000238jngur600gd&return_url=/binder/assignments
https://newsela.com/assignments/create?copiedAssignmentId=ckpt0eqds000433pd6gri2bmw&return_url=/binder/assignments
https://newsela.com/assignments/create?copiedAssignmentId=ckpt0eqds000433pd6gri2bmw&return_url=/binder/assignments
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1begqHcJJEbWHBCeQt7PB58sXxCugK-A3jUDhECcsBs8/edit?usp=sharing
https://newsela.com/read/lib-how-to-communicate-effectively/id/40603/?_flash_query_param_1=?collection_id=1
https://newsela.com/read/lib-Writing-Effective-Letters-to-Congress/id/40927/?_flash_query_param_1=?collection_id=128
https://newsela.com/read/lib-Writing-Effective-Letters-to-Congress/id/40927/?_flash_query_param_1=?collection_id=128
https://newsela.com/read/lib-grassroots-activism/id/37405/?collection_id=2
https://newsela.com/read/lib-grassroots-activism/id/37405/?collection_id=2
https://newsela.com/read/lib-grassroots-activism/id/37405/?collection_id=2
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000000861/
https://newsela.com/content/browse/instructional-method/ckd6k65x5000b3iqdq1uqcf4q/?browse-type=single
https://newsela.com/content/browse/ss-teacher-created-text-sets/ckiz1brqg00013g5wzkz1ujbv?browse-type=single
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1C5BzgTAo-1uezALjJFw6wSZnVQJClJGBE_BcG8mvlqc/edit#slide=id.g8b913f16e0_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/10BoUY939FWA5OanF-AwwVniZbv1oX4HfEYewXbSx2Xs/edit#slide=id.g6f3cf3e94c_0_24
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/10BoUY939FWA5OanF-AwwVniZbv1oX4HfEYewXbSx2Xs/edit#slide=id.g6f3cf3e94c_0_24
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1oyIy06fbEGx-WISA9HXkLP7CZ6kkbUsS678nTbqHtaI/edit#slide=id.g6f3cf3e94c_0_24
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/ytHC2JARqGCvz16XxoW89M?
https://newsela.com/videos/cklb4ymjg000108l0eykmg50z/?search_id=063a063c-3b08-4a44-887c-d1a1608e380d
https://newsela.com/videos/cklb15egw00043h5y1xr2s6rp/?search_id=339687de-1975-495c-a94a-921f1833f0ed


 

Help with 
Breakout 
rooms? 
Ask your 
facilitator 
or consult 
the 
resource 
below:  
 

Breakout 
Rooms 
Support 

Review Ready-to-Use Curations 
 
Spend time with classroom-ready 
instructional sets and resources. 
 
Resource:  

●​ Find Text Sets and 
Collections 

●​ Lesson Sparks 

Customize Existing Artifacts 
 

Make a copy of existing Text Sets 
to adjust the content and 
instructions. 
 
Resource:  

●​ Edit and Teach with Text 
Sets 

●​ Assigning Multiple Articles 

Design Your Own Resources 
 

Create Text Set or multi-article 
assignments for your lessons and 
learners. 
 
Resources:  

●​ Ways to Create Text Sets 
●​ Building Learning with Social 

Studies Collections 

4 mins Debrief & Reflect When it comes to your social studies instruction, what is one idea, 
approach, or resource you are taking away from today? 

 Closing Additional Professional Learning Resources 
NCE & NTT Courses 

 
 

Resources to Sustain Learning 

National Council for the Social Studies Position Statement 
NCSS, 2016. 
 

Taking informed action with Newsela’s Cornerstone Activities collection 
Bromberg, Julia. 2020. 
 

Social Studies Matters: Current Events Connections 
Miller-Leonard, Tiana. 2020. 
 

Ed Current: Remixing and Reimagining Inquiry-Based Social Studies 
Lee, John (author of C3 Framework) & Newsela. 2019. 
 

Lesson Lab - Discovering My State with Upper Elementary Historians 
Newsela, 2021. 
 

Lesson Lab - Exploring the Civil Rights Movement 
Newsela, 2021.  
 

Best practices for creating Text Sets 
Newsela Professional Learning Team, 2021. 
 

Newsela Prep Period Collection 
Newsela E-Learning Team, 2021. 

 

 

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/115005769646-Participating-in-breakout-rooms
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/115005769646-Participating-in-breakout-rooms
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/115005769646-Participating-in-breakout-rooms
https://support.newsela.com/article/text-sets-and-collections/
https://support.newsela.com/article/text-sets-and-collections/
https://newsela.com/videos/ckmc2zndq001h3f5y69c9zgq0/?search_id=8034d12f-49ff-4c5c-918b-d746593ac175
https://newsela.com/videos/ckmc6cufj00023f5y5d4e3o68/?search_id=fa98dd10-d6ff-4453-8e8f-08a7aecafca8
https://newsela.com/videos/ckmc6cufj00023f5y5d4e3o68/?search_id=fa98dd10-d6ff-4453-8e8f-08a7aecafca8
https://support.newsela.com/article/assignment-basics/#assign-multiple-articles
https://support.newsela.com/article/text-sets-and-collections/#make-text-sets
https://training.newsela.com/building-learning-with-social-studies-collections?_ga=2.22220859.1231274785.1622484847-1993952416.1622484846
https://training.newsela.com/building-learning-with-social-studies-collections?_ga=2.22220859.1231274785.1622484847-1993952416.1622484846
https://newsela.com/educator-center/2000249153
https://newsela.com/educator-center/2000249153/2000492922
https://www.socialstudies.org/social-education/80/03/vision-powerful-teaching-and-learning-social-studies
https://newsela.com/about/blog/taking-informed-action-with-newselas-cornerstone-activities-collection/
https://newsela.com/about/blog/social-studies-matters-current-events-connections/
https://go.newsela.com/Inquiry-Based-SS-On-Demand-Gate.html?utm_source=newsela&utm_medium=website
https://community.newsela.com/social-studies/f/forum/3280/lesson-lab-discovering-my-state-with-upper-elementary-historians
https://community.newsela.com/social-studies/f/forum/3677/lesson-lab-exploring-the-civil-rights-movement
https://newsela.com/read/prof-learn-best-practices-for-text-sets/id/2001025946/
https://newsela.com/educator-center/2000574986

