
Tips for Supporting English Language 
Learners in Computer Science classes 
compiled by Bill Marsland (San Francisco Unified School District - marslandw@sfusd.edu)  
 
Here are step-by-step instructions for translating programs and documents associated with MyCS (Course 1) 
and App Inventor (Course 2) curriculum into other languages for students, as well as some general resources 
related to instructing ELL students. 
 

Click the links to go to each section below: 
Curated resources for teaching ELL students 
Translate a video in YouTube 
Translate a Google Doc 
Translate Scratch 
Translate App Inventor 
Translate Google Sites 
Translate Google & Google Classroom 
Translate Code.org 

 

 
 

Curated resources for teaching ELL students 
 
Here are a few outstanding resources for teaching ELL students, with some specific tips for teaching 
technology to ELL students: 
 
12 Ways to Support ESL Students in the Mainstream (Cult of Pedagogy) 
Do’s and Don’ts for Teaching English Language Learners (Edutopia) 
¡Colorín colorado! (great website with many resources for teaching ELL students) 

●​ Technology and English Language Learners 
●​ Preparing ELLs to be 21st Century Learners 

 

 
 

 

mailto:marslandw@sfusd.edu
http://www.cultofpedagogy.com/supporting-esl-students-mainstream-classroom/
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/esl-ell-tips-ferlazzo-sypnieski
http://www.colorincolorado.org/
http://www.colorincolorado.org/teaching-ells/technology-english-language-learners
http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/preparing-ells-be-21st-century-learners


Translate a video in YouTube 
1.​ Click on the gear icon on the lower right hand part of the screen 

  
 
 

2.​ Then, click on Subtitles/CC 

 
 
 

3.​ Select English (auto-generated) first, then select Auto-translate and select a language from the list. 
You have to select “English” subtitles first before they can be auto-translated. 

 
 

Pro Tip: You can click on “Options” next to Subtitles/CC to change the font, color, size, and background of the 
subtitles so they are easier to read based on the video students are watching. 
 
 

4.​ Now, your video will play in the original language but show subtitles in the translated language. 



 
 
Watch this quick screencast to see how this works. 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B03ZlEOjN-UIZHhJbHRPYjZxVkU


Translate a Google Doc 
 

1.​ Click on Tools then Translate document… 

 
2.​ Select language from dropdown list, then click Translate 

 
3.​ Translation opens up in a new document! 

 
 



Translate Scratch 
 

1.​ Log in to Scratch, then click Create 

2.​ Between the Scratch logo and “File”, click on the globe  
3.​ Choose a language from the dropdown box: 

 
4.​ Now, the entire page - including blocks and tutorials - are in the new language 

            



Translate App Inventor 
After entering App Inventor and opening up a project, click English in the upper right corner to change the 
language to one of the 10 available language options. 
 

 
 
Pro Tip: Translation is not available for any of the resources, including tutorials, but you can use the YouTube 
translation directions above to translate the App Inventor tutorial videos. 
 
 

 



Translate Google Sites 
1.​ Click on the Translate button towards the bottom right portion of the page 

 
2.​ At the top left part of the screen, select the language from the long list of languages available. 

 
3.​ All text within the Google Site will be translated into the target language 

 
 
If the site you are working with does not currently offer the Translate option, click here to access the Google 
Website Translator to get code to allow your website (or Google Site) to be viewed in a different language. 
 

 

https://translate.google.com/manager/website/


Translate Google & Google Classroom 
Changing the language in a student’s Google account settings will impact the language across all Google 
apps, including search, email, and Classroom. 
 

1.​ Access account settings on any Google screen by clicking on the circle in the upper right corner 

 
 

2.​ Click on My Account then under Account preferences, Language & Input Tools 

 
 

3.​ Now, select from either Language to change the language in which text will appear on the screen or 
Input Tools to change the language that students will be typing in (including Google Docs and 
Classroom). 



 
 

4.​ Select multiple languages as needed, but ensure the default language is the one the student is most 
comfortable in. 

 
Pro Tip: In Google Classroom, all text generated by the site will now appear in the language selected by the 
student; assignments and questions posted by the teacher will only appear in the language in which they were 
written. Consider posting multiple versions of the same Google Doc or Question in the different languages your 
students speak/read. 



Translate Code.org 
1.​ On the bottom of any page in Code.org, click on the box that says “English” to select a new language 

 
2.​ Select the language from the long pop-up list of options: 

 
3.​ The entire page, including blocks and instructions, will appear in the target language. 
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