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While an NG tube on free drainage is typically used to relieve CPAP belly syndrome, it can 
potentially contribute to the condition in certain circumstances: 
 
An NG tube left on free drainage can help decompress the stomach and intestines, reducing 
abdominal distension caused by CPAP. 
 
This is a common management strategy for babies with abdominal distension due to paralytic 
ileus, gastrointestinal disease, or those on high-flow nasal cannula therapy like Vapotherm or 
Optiflow.. 
 
If the NG tube is not positioned correctly or becomes displaced, it may not drain the stomach 
effectively, allowing air accumulation to continue. 
 
An improperly sized or positioned NG tube might introduce additional air into the stomach if it's 
above the level of gastric contents. 
 
Regular assessment of tube position and function is necessary to ensure that it is providing 
relief rather than contributing to the problem. 
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Unclotted blood in the peritoneal cavity suggests that the bleeding occurred very recently, likely 
just before or around the time of death. 
 
A large volume of unclotted blood may indicate rapid, massive bleeding that overwhelms the 
body's clotting mechanisms 
 
The presence of both clotted and unclotted blood, as mentioned in the case study, can suggest 
that bleeding continued up until the time of death. 
 
Unclotted blood might also indicate the person was on anticoagulant medication or had a 
coagulation disorder, though this would need to be confirmed through additional evidence. 

https://www.clinicalguidelines.scot.nhs.uk/nhsggc-guidelines/nhsggc-guidelines/neonatology/humidified-high-flow-nasal-cannulae-hhfnc/
https://ashfordstpeters.net/Guidelines_Neonatal/Nasogastric%20Tube%20Feeding%20Policy%20May%202024.pdf
https://www.theijcp.org/index.php/ijcp/article/view/352/299
https://www.theijcp.org/index.php/ijcp/article/view/352/299


 
A significant amount of unclotted blood in the peritoneum can point to hemorrhagic shock as a 
possible cause of death, especially when combined with other autopsy findings. 
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https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8640441/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8640441/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC7870604/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC7870604/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9571888/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9571888/
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/hemoperitoneum

