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One District, Multiple Paths to Excellence 

 

 

October 17, 2025 

Dear Spackenkill Community, 
 
It’s School Board Recognition Week. At our last Board of Education meeting, we honored our board 
for all that they do. As you probably know, our Board members give freely of their time on a 
completely volunteer basis for the benefit of the students of the Spackenkill School District. We 
cannot thank them enough for their dedication! If you see a Board member, please thank them for 
their service to the District. 
 



 
 

Tennis Wins 

The MHAL Girls Tennis Tournament was held on October 15th at FDR. Congratulations to Qadira 
Scheidelman and Vivian Zanca, who won the Doubles Championship, and to Vivienne Kurz, who 
finished second in the Singles Tournament! 



 
Above: Congratulations to Qadira and Vivian! 

 



 
Above: Vivienne (second from right) with Coach Klein. 



 
 

 
 
Todd Student Government Elections 

Todd Student Government elections took place this week. Twenty-five students were running for 
office. Before voting, students gathered at an assembly in the gym.  As Principal Doherty pointed 
out, it was a good opportunity for the student audience to practice the Other People Matter mindset 
by giving the speakers their full attention. 

https://students.arbitersports.com/organizations/spackenkill-ufsd-athletics


Student candidates talked about important qualities for a Student Government leader to have, such 
as working well with others and following through on promises.  A common goal of the candidates 
was making it a great year for everyone. 

Congratulations to the following students: 

●​ 6th Grade Committee Chiefs, Colin Glasscott, Dishen Mannan, Olivia Pidanick 
●​ Secretary, Vincent Barker  
●​ 7th Grade Committee Chair, Liam Burns 
●​ 8th Grade Committee Chair, Annabelle Nesheiwat  
●​ Historians, Gabrielle Adjei-Badu, Audrey Harper  
●​ Treasurer, Yasmin Mah  
●​ Vice President, Jose Samaniego  
●​ President, Ariana Hernandez  



 



 



 



​
Three photos above: Todd Student Government candidates made impressive speeches. 

 
Admins Recertified in CPR/AED 

On Tuesday, district administrators received Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR)/Automated 
External Defibrillators (AEDs) training from a Nuvance Health team.  As they did two years ago 
when they were first certified, administrators followed the curriculum of the American Heart 
Association Heartsaver CPR AED Program. They learned key differences between a heart attack 
and a cardiac arrest as well as treatment for opioid overdoses. 

CPR/AED training is part of the Spackenkill culture. As you may recall, Spackenkill was recognized 
by Project ADAM (Automated Defibrillators in Adam's Memory) for the District’s cardiac arrest 
preparedness.  

https://www.projectadam.com/


 

Above: Administrators were re-certified in CPR/AED this week. 

 
Todd Club Updates 



Todd clubs are now in full swing. Led by Library Media Specialist Mr. Sarubbi,  Dungeons & 
Dragons (D&D) continues to be popular. D&D is a lot of fun and very engaging for students, yet it 
also taps into the Positivity Project values – creativity, curiosity, enthusiasm, and more. At their first 
meeting, the club discussed etiquette, courtesy, expectations, and other important ground rules. 



 



 

Two photos above: Dungeons and Dragons Club meeting in the Todd Library.​
 



Book Club also continues to draw enthusiastic members at Todd. Last Friday, students met with 
advisor Mrs.Hutchinson to discuss the fun activities for the year ahead. The students look forward 
to reading and discussing pages together. 

 

 



 
 



 
Three photos above: Todd Book Club is off to a lively start. 

Hispanic Heritage Month at Nassau 

Last Friday, guest presenter Iris Hau visited Ms. Grande’s first grade classroom to talk about Puerto 
Rico for Hispanic Heritage Month. This is the second year that Mrs. Hau visited Nassau, and the 
students have had a blast listening to her beautiful descriptions of Puerto Rico and its history. They 
learned about  the island’s bioluminescent bays, the native “coqui” frog, El Yunque rain forest, and 
Puerto Rican music and dancing traditions like bomba, salsa, and reggaeton.  She also provided 



maracas and other instruments for the students to play. “I want to go see Puerto Rico right now!” 
one student remarked. 

 



 



 

Three photos above: Iris Hau presented to first grade students about Puerto Rico and its history. 
The students loved trying out the instruments that she brought for them to play. 

Recess Explorers at Hagan  



 
STEM teacher Mrs. Scoralick runs  Recess Explorers at Hagan. This program is open to all children 
during recess several times a week. Activities are "advertised" on the lobby monitor 
announcements. These hands-on opportunities foster creativity and encourage children to embark 
on individual learning paths. During this time, the students practice working together, sharing, and 
communicating in respectful ways.  
 





 
Photos above: Fourth grade students working on VEX Robotics projects and making pillows. 

 
Visit from the Arlington Fire District 
 



Nassau students enjoyed learning about fire safety this week. Firefighters talked about safety 
issues and the right way to evacuate a burning structure by staying low while getting to the exit. 
They also gave tours of a fire truck.  
 

 
 

Above: Mrs. West’s kindergarten class prepares to watch a fire safety video. Superintendent 
Fanuele also visited. 



 



Two photos above: Mrs. Strapec’s class with firefighters. 
 



 



Above: Members of the Arlington Fire District show students around the fire truck. 
 
 

 
If you are a parent or staff member, you automatically receive notifications for school closings and 
delays and newsletters on ParentSquare.However, if a person who is not part of the school district 
wants to receive these notifications,  they can click here to sign up for a community group. 
 

 
ZombieFest is This Saturday! 
 
ZombieFest is this Saturday, October 18th, from  6 to 9 pm at the high school. The event will take 
place inside this year, starting in the cafeteria. The theme is Coraline.   

ZombieFest is LEO Club’s biggest fundraiser of the year, and all proceeds go to the Adopt-a-Family 
Program. It is completely student created and run. There will be food and games as well as a 
haunted-house-style tour. Don’t miss it! 
 

https://www.parentsquare.com/community_signups/9cc6fd9c-2c59-423e-b628-3b99694088ee/new


 
 
Support Crop Hunger Walk 
 
The High School French Club is once again supporting the Crop Hunger Walk and raising funds to 
support global and local hunger relief. The funds provide more food, medical care, and education to 
families affected by conflict, displacement, and natural disasters worldwide. This cause also 



supports local hunger relief, as 25% of funds raised stay right here in the Spackenkill community. 
Getting donations from community members also empowers the High School French Club to 
continue its mission of cultural learning and community engagement. Although much of what they 
do as a club focuses on fun and community within the group, the CROP Hunger Walk stands 
apart as their  most meaningful event as it allows them to contribute to something larger 
than themselves and make a tangible difference. 
 



 
 



 



 
 



 



 



 

 
 



 



 

 
 

 
 



Make the most of fall this weekend! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Paul M. Fanuele, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Please see flyer(s) that may be of interest: 
 
Hudson Valley Pancreatic Cancer Walk with Sponsorship Form 
 
Downstate North Boys Skills Development Program 
 
Downstate North Volleyball 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1moXOaTdHp7fBZ89vv9aQpaoUIO65Tuxt/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ceP_cc-qbjPJXZ7WosG7bsejciBRGV2P/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZonAUkM6jZc1f2PQQ-nfJKHKuNSCiRP7/view?usp=sharing


Spackenkill Union Free School District 

15 Croft Road, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603; 845-463-7800 

 

 
 

https://www.spackenkillschools.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=269615&pageId=1533279
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