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Alternative Methods for Adapting Toys 
 

Do I have to hardwire a switch port to make my toy more accessible?  
The answer is no! Here are some other ways to improve the accessibility 

of your toy. 
 

Use a battery interrupter 
-​ A battery interrupter allows you to use a switch with your toy without 

hardwired modifications.  
-​ Check out this video showing how to adapt a toy with a battery interrupter 
-​ Purchase a battery interrupter for AA or AAA batteries here 
-​ Purchase a battery interrupter for C or D batteries here 

 
Retrieved from: https://enablingdevices.com/product/battery-interrupters/ 

Build up certain buttons or pieces of the toy 
-​ Make parts of the toy easier to grasp by extending or enlarging them 
-​ Example: adding knobs or dowels to puzzle pieces 

 
Retrieved from: https://www.atwizard.org/ecialized-adaptive-toys-utensils-ma 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rnoGvHPz42Q
https://www.amazon.com/Battery-Interrupter-Adapted-Toys-Size/dp/B00B1P7600/ref=asc_df_B00B1P7600/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=198090886690&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=15084471056534957570&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1027754&hvtargid=pla-323527432283&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Battery-Interrupter-Adapted-Toys-Size/dp/B00BDVUBRW/ref=asc_df_B00BDVUBRW/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=198090265815&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=15084471056534957570&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1027754&hvtargid=pla-322903970570&psc=1
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Add highlight or texture to buttons and pieces 
-​ This makes the piece easier to see and feel 
-​ Add contrasting colors to parts of the toy that you want the child to focus 

on 
-​ Example: Add sandpaper texture to pieces 

 
Retrieved from: https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/youngstar/pdf/ys-2019-20/adapting-toys.pdf 

Using velcro 
-​ Velcroing pieces for stability 
-​ Velcroing toys down so they are in a consistent spot 
-​ Example: Adding velcro to stacking blocks 

 
Retrieved from: https://allaboutsprout.wordpress.com/2018/11/10/treasure-tin-velcro-blocks/ 
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Simplify the toy 
-​ Block off some features of the toy 
-​ Example: cover up a portion of a puzzle and provide the child with just the 

pieces that are showing 

 
Retrieved from: https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/youngstar/pdf/ys-2019-20/adapting-toys.pdf 

Check out this resource for more toy adaptation ideas: Toy Tips 

 
 

Please contact us at gobabygo.oregon@gmail.com if you have any 
questions or need additional assistance or funding resources.  

 
If you have any trouble with your toy (It breaks, stops responding with a 
switch, etc.) please do not hesitate to contact us and we can try to fix it! 
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