
Porta Fidei Talk 2: The Kerygma 
 
Aims 

1.​ To help teachers understand the basic Christian message and to invite them to a 
personal response. 

2.​ To share experiences of encounter with Jesus and to reflect on how these experiences 
may apply to your own journey of faith. 

3.​ To help teachers understand the importance of injecting the kerygma into the 
curriculum of a Catholic school and into their teaching. 

 
1.​ Introduction 

In the first talk we focused on God’s love for us. This is important to reflect on and to 
remember as educators. All the talks in Porta Fidei are essentially about encountering God’s 
love. To live in God’s love is to live in your true identity. In this second talk we want to focus 
on what’s called the ‘kerygma’, to invite you to a personal response to this message and to 
help you understand the importance of injecting the kerygma into the curriculum of a 
Catholic school and into your teaching. The talk will have some personal sharing throughout. 
 

2.​ What is the Kerygma? 
kerygma  noun ke·ryg·ma \kə-ˈrig-mə\:  the apostolic proclamation of salvation through 
Jesus Christ. 

●​ The initial or essential proclamation of the Gospel message 
●​ It’s used 9 times in the Greek NT, and it’s different from teaching, instruction or 

doctrine 

●​ Kerygma is the introduction to Jesus. The ‘shaking hands’ if you will, of the Gospel 
message. An encounter. 

●​ Synod for the New Evangelisation(2012) came up with a list of propositions. 
Proposition 9: NEW EVANGELIZATION AND INITIAL PROCLAMATION 
The "first proclamation" is where the kerygma, the message of salvation of the 
paschal mystery of Jesus Christ, is proclaimed with great spiritual power to the point 
of bringing about repentance of sin, conversion of hearts and a decision of faith. 

 
3.​ Why is it important? (Why do we need to go back to it?) 
a)​ Generally in the Church there is an imbalance between initial proclamation and 

catechesis. For the most part, try to do it in reverse!  
Traditionally, it was the kerygma that was taught at home and in the Parish. Now we 
live in a post Christain era and we cannot presume that students and families 
understand the kerygma. In many ways our approach in the Church is t0 
‘sacramentalise’ the students or to catechise them (too much emphasis on catechesis). 
Catechesis is important but it all flows from the kerygma. The kerygma is the 
essential or foundations of the Catholic faith. In teaching we need to be constantly 
going back to basics. We simply cannot assume that is there. Students in senior years 
in a Catholic school often do not understand the kerygma after 10 years of Catholic 
education. We need to ask the question why? 
 

b)​ Church documents emphasise the importance of the kerygma: 
Redemptoris Missio (1990 Saint JP II) 



Proclamation is the permanent priority of mission. The Church cannot elude Christ’s 
explicit mandate, nor deprive men and women (cannot deprive our students and 
teachers of this great message) of the “Good News” about their being loved and saved 
by God. “Evangelization will always contain—as the foundation, center, and at the 
same time the summit of its dynamism—a clear proclamation that, in Jesus Christ . . . 
salvation is offered to all people, as a gift of God’s grace and mercy.” All forms of 
missionary activity are directed to this proclamation, which reveals and gives access 
to the mystery hidden for ages and made known in Christ (cf. Eph 3:3-9; Col 
1:25-29), the mystery which lies at the heart of the Church’s mission and life, as the 
hinge on which all evangelisation turns. (RM 44) 
Evangelii Gaudium 
Centrality of the kerygma: “In catechesis too, we have rediscovered the fundamental 
role of the first announcement or kerygma, which needs to be the center of all 
evangelizing activity and all efforts at Church renewal.” (164) “The centrality of the 
kerygma calls for stressing those elements which are most needed today: it has to 
express God’s saving love which precedes any moral or religious obligation on our 
part; it should not impose truth but appeal to freedom; it should be marked by joy, 
encouragement, liveliness and a harmonious balance which will not reduce preaching 
to a few doctrines which are at times more philosophical than evangelical.” (165)  
Kerygmatic catechesis: “On the lips of the catechist the first proclamation must ring 
out over and over: ‘Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is 
living at your side every day to enlighten, strengthen and free you.’” (164)  
“First” proclamation: It is first in a qualitative sense because it is the principal 
proclamation, the one which we must hear again and again in different ways, the one 
which we must announce one way or another throughout the process of catechesis, at 
every level and moment.” (164)  
Christian formation and the kerygma: “All Christian formation consists of entering 
more deeply into the kerygma, ....” (165)  

 
c)​ As teachers, we must first know the kerygma if we are going to effectively 

communicate it to others, especially in the school environment. It is important to not 
just know it at a ‘head’ level, but to experience it in your life. To know it in your 
‘heart’. This is where it comes down to an encounter with Jesus who invited us into a 
personal living relationship with him. The kerygma is about Jesus and the life that He 
offers each of us. 
 

d)​ Personal Sharing…(or later after the ‘curriculum of the kerygma’) 
 

4.​ What is the basic curriculum of the Kerygma?  
We have already started to answer this question! Key points are: 

1.​ God loves us and wants our happiness. 
●​ God made me good (Genesis 1:26) 
●​ God made you the way you are (Psalm 139:13) 
●​ God loves me unconditionally (John 3:16) 
●​ God gave me a purpose in life – to be in relationship with Him (Jer 29:11) 

2.​ We often do not feel or experience this love. Sin separates us from this love and from 
one another. 



●​ When you look around the world and in our own lives, we realise that there is 
something seriously wrong (wars, poverty, riots, drugs, murder, exploitation). 
Many experience loneliness, isolation, anxieties, insecurities, lack of direction. 

●​ Example including the news each night which usually reports constant ‘bad 
news’. Show a brief episode if possible. 

●​ Scripture tells us that behind all these wrongs is something bigger than we can 
handle – sin. We are all guilty. The problem is too big for us to handle. 
Something major is needed to correct this problem of sin. 

3.​ Jesus died on the cross to restore our relationship with God and to empower us. This 
is the good news! 

●​ Jesus went to the cross for our sin so we could be forgiven and restored. The 
penalty has been paid. It is a free gift offered to us. 

●​ Jesus also went to the cross and to the Father to send the Holy Spirit. This is 
another great gift offered to us. Jesus promised He would not leave us alone, 
but send the advocate to be with us forever ( 

4.​ We need to respond to this message through repentance and deciding for Christ. 
●​ We need to ask for forgiveness and receive it to be united to God. It is God’s 

gift to us. 
●​ This is why the Church gives us the Sacrament of Reconciliation which we 

celebrate in Porta Fidei. 
●​ We are called to put Jesus back at the Centre of our lives (illustration). We can 

tend to box God in. Let God out of the room and into our whole heart. We 
have the choice. Consider this on the retreat. 

 

There can be further elements of the kerygma, captured especially in Acts 2:42, the 
fellowship of the early believers:  

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and to prayer. (ACTS 2:42) 

Will pick up on these aspects in the vocation talk.    
 

5.​ Injecting the Kerygma into the Curriculum 
●​ As teachers we must place this message at the centre of our curriculum. Nothing 

should be taught in RE without looking through the lens of the kerygma. When the 
kerygma is bought into the classroom we are no longer teaching theological 



statements but introducing students to a relationship with God. We need to point to 
Jesus constantly. In Catholic education we need to shift our gaze to Jesus. 

●​ There is power when the Word is proclaimed (Proposition 9: NEW 
EVANGELIZATION AND INITIAL PROCLAMATION) 
 

●​ The following Rembrandt image has some ideas on it about injection the Kerygma 
into the curriculum. It is taken from: 
https://ipreligioused.wordpress.com/2015/10/01/kerygma/. 

As teachers we can inject the kerygma into the curriculum through (share personal examples). 

https://ipreligioused.wordpress.com/2015/10/01/kerygma/


 

 

 
Attachments: 

A.​ Creative presentations that can be used to help illustrate the aims of the talk: 
 

Video: https://viewthestory.com/watch/en 

 

App: http://appcrawlr.com/ios/share-your-faith (have it on your phone to show!) 

https://viewthestory.com/watch/en
http://appcrawlr.com/ios/share-your-faith


 

Talk on the Kerygma (You tube): https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=NpxjhVFEKIY 

 

Story of the slave girl: Re-counted in Steve Brown’s riveting book, A Scandalous 
Freedom.   

Abraham Lincoln went to a slave market.  There he noted a young, beautiful 
African-American woman being auctioned off to the highest offer.  He bid on her and won.  
He could see the anger in the young woman’s eyes and could imagine what she was 
thinking, ‘another white man will buy me, use me, and then discard me’.  
  
As Lincoln walked off with his ‘property’, he turned to the woman and said, ‘You’re free’.  
‘Yeah.  What does that mean?’ she replied.  ‘It  means that you’re free.’  ‘Does it mean I can 
say whatever I want to say?’  ‘Yes,’ replied Lincoln, smiling, ‘it means you can say whatever 
you want to say.’  ‘Does it mean,’ she asked incredulously, ‘that I can be whatever I want to 
be?’  ‘Yes, you can be whatever you want to be.’  ‘Does it mean,’  the young woman said 
hesitantly, ‘that I can go wherever I want to go?’  ‘Yes, it means you are free and you can go 
wherever you want to go.’  
  
‘Then,’ said the woman with tears welling up in her eyes, ‘I think I’ll go with you.’  
  
Brown continues… 
   
That is what God has done for us.  It is what the Christian faith is all about.  We have been 
bought with a price, the price of God’s own Son.  We now have a new master, one who, once 
he paid the price, set us free.  
   
Do you realize that you are free?  Jesus never twists our arm—and he never does a hard-sell 
on us.  He simply sets us free and lets us decide what we will do with that freedom.  The 
question each of us must answer is: Will we turn and walk away—or will we, like the slave 
girl—follow him?  
    
36​ So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.   (John 8:36, ESV) 
 

B.​ Fr Chris Ryan’s CSYMA article on the importance of the Kerygma 

 

 

 

 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=NpxjhVFEKIY





