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Learning Objectives 

Aftersuccessfulcompletion ofthis course,the studentwill be able to: 

�​ Studentswillunderstandthemeaningofhistoryanditsrelationtoothersocialsciences and 

historical writing. 

�​ Learnabouttheoriginandevolution ofhuman culture. 

�​ Knowhowhumanstransformed fromtheStoneAgetothe Iron Age. 

�​ Understandthegreatnessofthefirst IndiancivilizationintheIndusValley. 

�​ Learnabouttherichness ofVedicculture. 

Syllabus: 

Unit-I 

What is History-Is History a science?-Facts, Interpretations-Relation with other Social 

Sciences-Sources of Indian History: Archaeological and Literary Sources. 

Unit-II 

Hunting Gathering to the Food Production Society: Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic and 

Chalcolithic Phases in India- Evolution of tools, belief systems and art forms. 

Unit-III 

First Urbanization in India:The Indus Valley Civilization-Definition of Civilization and 

Urbanization-Origin, Extent-Sites-Features of IVC-Trade and Commerce-Social and Cultural 

Life-Decline of the Civilization. 

Unit-IV 

The Vedic Corpus: Vedic Literature-Indo-Aryans Theories-Society, Economy, Culture, 

religion and Polity during the Early Vedic Period-Society, Economy, Culture, religion and 

Polity during the Later Vedic Period-Origin of Varna System. 

Unit-V 

Second Urbanization in India: Iron Age Cultures in the subcontinent-Impact of Iron 

technology-The emergence of City life- Urban Occupations, Crafts, Guilds-Trade and 

Commerce. 

CurricularActivities: 



�​ A student seminar can be conducted on history and its relationship to other social 

sciences. 



�​ Map-pointing should be a compulsory activity as it helps students understand the text 

more vividly and clearly and should be made part of the internal examination by 

allotting 5 marks out of 25 for this skill-based activity. 

�​ Collectionofnewsreportsandmaintainingarecordofpapercuttingsrelatingtotopics 

covered in the syllabus 

�​ PicturesaredrawingsofStoneAgecultures.Studentscanbeaskedtocreateacalendar 

charting the dates of key events. 

�​ Studentsshouldbeaskedtoprepareaninventoryofitemspreservedinthemuseumand their 

usage 

�​ Anassignment can begiven on metal-agecultures with student justification. 

�​ Atestcanbe conducted onIndusvalleycivilization. 

�​ AcomparativetableofIndusandVedic culturecanbeprepared. 

�​ BookReviewson latestDevelopmentsinHistory 

�​ Seminars/GroupDiscussions/Quiz/Unit Tests 

�​ CollectionofArticlesandBooks 

�​ PreparationofVideos/Charts 

�​ IdentifytheimportantplacesintheMap 

�​ ProjectWorks 

�​ Preparethesynapses 

�​ Writearticlestothe reputedjournalsand Magazines 

�​ PhotosExhibitionsonTempleArchitecture 

�​ Visit to the Museums 

�​ Membershipfrom APHistory Congress 
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Semester-II 
4.​AgeofEnlightenmentandStateFormationinIndia 

 

LearningOutcomes: 

Aftersuccessful completion ofthis course, the studentwill be able to: 

�​ Knowthephilosophiesof Indianreligions. 

�​ Learn abouttheformationofstatesandtheirgrowth. 

�​ Knowthe causes oftheriseof Magadhaand its political history. 

�​ UnderstandtheMauryans history andAshokaDhammapolicy. 

�​ Willknowthe significanceofpost-Mauryanconditions 

Syllabus: 

Unit-I 

NewReligiousPhilosophy-Ajivikas,Charvakas-JainismandBuddhism 

Unit-II 

Stateformation:SixteenMahajanapadas-RiseofMagadha-Nandas-ForeignInvasions- Darius I and 

Alexander. 

Unit-III 

MauryanEmpire:ArchaeologicalandLiterarySources-ChandraGuptaMaurya-Bindusaraand 

Ashoka - Ashoka's Dhamma Policy 

Unit-IV 

The Mauryan Administration-Society, Economy, Art and Architecture - Decline of Mauryan 

Empire-Sangam Literature 

Unit-V 



PostMauryanPeriod-InvasionsfromCentralAsia-IndoGreeks-Sakas-Parthiansand 

Khushans-Growth of Trade and Urban centres-Coins and Guilds-Gandhara and Mathura Art. 

Curricular Activities: 

�​ VisitthenearestJainand Buddhistsitesortemplesandsubmitaproject report. 

�​ Conductedatest ontheemergenceofstates inIndia. 

�​ Conductedagroupdiscussion onAshoka'sreligious policy. 

�​ Prepareaposter-makingactivityontheartandarchitectureofthe Mauryas. 

�​ Visitthenearestmuseumandstudythe Indo-Greekcoins. 

�​ Studentsshouldbeaskedtoprepareaninventoryofitemspreservedinthemuseumand their 

usage. 

�​ AnassignmentcanbegivenonMauryanart. 

�​ Atestcanbe conducted onSangamliterature. 



�​ Acomparativetable ofJainism andBuddhismculturecanbeprepared. 

�​ BookReviewsonlatestDevelopmentsinHistory 

�​ Seminars/GroupDiscussions/Quiz/Unit Tests 

�​ CollectionofArticlesandBooks 

�​ PreparationofVideos/Charts 

�​ IndentifytheimportantplacesintheMap 

�​ ProjectWorks 

�​ Preparethesynapses 

�​ Writearticlestothe reputedjournalsand Magazines 

�​ PhotosExhibitionsonTempleArchitecture 

�​ Visit to the Museums 

�​ Membershipfrom APHistory Congress 
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