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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
BRISTOL, CT 

 
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Holy Trinity 
May 31, 2026, 9:30 a.m. 

 
Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading includes the apostolic 

greeting that begins the liturgy: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. In the gospel Jesus sends his disciples forth to baptize 

in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. More than a doctrine, the Trinity 
expresses the heart of our faith: we have experienced the God of creation made known in Jesus 

Christ and with us always through the Holy Spirit. We celebrate the mystery of the Holy Trinity in word 
and sacrament, as we profess the creed, and as we are sent into the world to bear witness to our 

faith. 
 

+GATHERING+ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God. 

 
WELCOME      ​ ​   

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we praise 
your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and 
bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 
PRESENTATION 
God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament of 
baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus 
Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world. 
 
Sponsors present the candidate: 
I present Archer Reed for baptism. 
 
The presiding minister addresses parents: 
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your 
child baptized into Christ? 
Response: I do. 
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As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: 

to live with him among God's faithful people, 
bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 
teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
place in his hands the holy scriptures, 
and nurture him in faith and prayer, 
so that your child may learn to trust God, 
proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
care for others and the world God made, 
and work for justice and peace. 
 

Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life? 
Response: I do. 
 
The presiding minister addresses the sponsors: 
Sponsors, do you promise to nurture this child in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God's 
Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church? 
Response: I do. 
 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly: 
People of God, do you promise to support Archer Reed and pray for him in his new life in Christ?  
Response: We do.  
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
The presiding minister addresses parents and sponsors. The assembly joins in the responses. 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
 
Renunciation Question 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel against 
God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
Response: 
I renounce them. 
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The presiding minister addresses the parents, sponsors and assembly. 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word 
you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you 
delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into 
freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the 
baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us 
up to live in you. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the waters of 
baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 
BAPTISM 
Archer Reed, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
L: You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia. 
 
The presiding minister continues: 
Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your 
daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
 
Sustain Archer Reed with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit 
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 
presence, both now and forever. Amen. 
 
Chrism 
Archer Reed, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the +cross of 
Christ forever. Amen. 
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WELCOME WITH BAPTISMAL CANDLE 
L: Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in 
heaven. 
The Assistant Minister leads the assembly in the welcome. 
L: Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in giving 
thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
An applause in celebration is offered.  

GATHERING HYMN  ​ ​     Come, All You People​ ​ ​ ​ ​  ELW 819 
 

+WORD+ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.  

 
First Reading 
At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God the life-giving Spirit form 
the earth and all its inhabitants. God sees that all this created work is good and then rests on the 
seventh day. 
A reading from 1st Genesis, chapters 1 & 2. 
 
1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was 
good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he 
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 6 And God said, “Let there 
be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 So God made 
the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the 
dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
second day.​
9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry 
land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered 
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in 
it.” And it was so.  
12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind 
bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there 
was morning, the third day.​
14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let 
them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of the 
sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the greater light to 
rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars.  
17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the 
night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was 
evening and there was morning, the fourth day.  
20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the 
earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature 
that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged bird of every kind. And God 
saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the 
seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth 
day.24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things 
and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so.  
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25 God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything 
that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.​
26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild 
animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 

27 So God created humans in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he 
created them. 28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth 
and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every 
living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed 
that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food.  
30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on the 
earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was 
so. 31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the sixth day.​
2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On the sixth day God 
finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had 
done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work 
that he had done in creation.​
4a These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.                        ​ ​ ​ ​ 1 Genesis 1-2:4a 
 
Psalm 8   
1 O  LORD our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!—​
2 you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants and children; you 
have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and avenger.​
3 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars you have set in their 
courses,​
4 what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, human beings that you 
should care for them? ​
5 Yet you have made them little less than divine; with glory and honor you crown them.​
6 You have made them rule over the works of your hands; you have put all things under their 
feet:​
7 all flocks and cattle, even the wild beasts of the field,​
8 the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, and whatever passes along the paths of the sea.​
9 O LORD our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  
  
Second Reading 
Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian fellowship grounded in 
the triune harmony of Christ’s grace, God’s love, and the Spirit’s partnership. 
A reading from 2nd Corinthians, chapter 13. 
 
Paul writes: 11 Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my appeal; agree with one 
another; live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a 
holy kiss. All the saints greet you.​
13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
all of you. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.                ​ ​ ​ ​ 2 Corinthians 13: 11-13  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION​​  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​     ​ ​ ​ ELW 172  
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Gospel 
After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and commissions them to baptize and 
teach all nations in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
The holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to 
them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 20 and 
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, 
to the end of the age.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ             ​ ​ ​ ​ Matthew 28: 16-20              
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
Please have an adult accompany children 3 yrs. old and younger. 
 
SERMON                                                                     
 
HYMN OF THE DAY    ​ ​ Come, Join the Dance of Trinity​​ ​ ELW 412 
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L: PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world. 

 
A brief silence. 

Holy God, we are in awe of your creative work. Continue that work in your church, making us a new 
creation that proclaims your presence and love. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Creator God, nature reveals your power and glory. Protect water sources, vegetation, and wildlife as 
reminders of who you are. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
God our healer, we continue to pray for those on our prayer list. In addition we lift up to your care 
these loved ones and concerns that we name aloud or in our hearts before you now…(time is allowed 
for additions). God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Now may we lift up praise and thanksgiving for Restored Health, Life Celebrations and God Sightings 
for which we are joyful…(time is allowed for responses). God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious God, we pray for the children of our church and community. Provide for their needs. Support 
their caregivers. Nurture their faith. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O God, 
through Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
 
SHARE THE PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you. 
 

+MEAL+ 
God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
GIFTS ARE RECEIVED - In gratitude for all God has given, you are invited to share a portion as the 
offering plates are passed at this time.  Thank You! 
 

Offerings towards our Ministries are also welcomed by scanning this code with 
your phone camera.  

 
SONG OF GRATITUDE      ​ Create in Me a Clean Heart                ​           ELW 186                       
 
L: OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. 
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share 
freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of 
Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
LORD'S PRAYER  ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, as we pray: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us.   Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
​  
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
At Faith all are welcome to receive Holy Communion. You are invited to come forward by the center 
aisle to fill in along the rail from the center to the sides.  You may either stand or kneel to receive 
bread (or gluten-free wafers upon request) and wine (or white grape juice) in pre-filled glasses. Empty 
glasses can be placed in baskets provided as you return by the side aisles to your seat for silent 
meditation. If you need communion brought to you, please notify the usher.  
(if you are giving a reminder at the end of the service, please move to the pew behind the lectern as 
the altar is cleared after communion distribution) 

 
COMMUNION HYMN            ​ ​ ​  ​   ​ ​ ​ Lamb of God   ELW 195 

L: POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love 
freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 
 

+SENDING+ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
REMINDERS 
(If you are giving a reminder, come to the lectern as the altar is cleared). 
 
BLESSING 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN     ​ ​ Go to the World​     ​ ​ ​           ACS 991 (vs. 1 & 4) 

DISMISSAL  
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  
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WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, May 31, 2025 
Presiding Minister: Pastor Chris Dion 
Music Director: Helen Glatthaar 
Assisting Minister: Bob Cummiskey 
Lector: Joyce Chmura 
Tech Team: Abigail Griffin, Ken Griffin, Connor Pratt 
Ushers: Donna Ropp, Rosemarie Tessman, Cookie Capsalors, Sandy Milke 
Altar Guild: Denise Martin 
Communion Assistants: Joyce Chmura and Denise Martin 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #26763. Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-724528 and CCLI 
#22340990.  All rights reserved. 

 
THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
Sunday, May 31, 2026 Holy Trinity 
9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook) 
10:30 a.m. Coffee Time 
11:00 a.m. Bible Nuggets 
Tuesday, June 2, 2026 
9:30 a.m. Men’s Group at Parkside Cafe 
Wednesday, June 3, 2026 
7:00 p.m. Voice Choir – Chapel 
Thursday, June 4, 2026 
7:00 p.m. AA (Fellowship Hall) 
7:00 p.m. Al Anon  
Saturday, June 6, 2026 
8:00 a.m.  Relay for Life at Norton Park 
Sunday, June 7, 2026  
9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook) 
10:30 a.m. Coffee Time  
11:00 a.m. Bible Nuggets 
1:00 p.m. Lutheran Hiking Club at Talcott Mountain 
 
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH, BRISTOL, CT 
1125 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT 06010 
Church Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Church Phone: 860.583.5809 
Email:  churchoffice@FaithBristolCT.org 
Pastor Chris Dion, phone:  860.989.3507      
 

Faith In Action…Attendance and Offering for the week of May 24, 2026 
Facebook  6…YouTube   11…In Person 87…Total  104 …Offering $2934.20 

Steeple Restoration Fund Received To Date…$4660.00 
 


