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Calling All STEM Reviewers!   
Your Support is Greatly Appreciated 

 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FNCSBE%2Fbulletins%2F3fde9cf/1/0100019ae47b02a0-01421aa5-1ebf-4f14-af60-33533d370355-000000/SNDc6rE02ngx9wdTIKA5ig8VnNbZtl6ySSSBlogQPM0=434


  

The 2025-2026 North Carolina STEM Schools of Distinction Recognition Program is underway. With over 40  
schools across the state having communicated their Intent to be recognized as a leading STEM program in 
North Carolina, we are asking for STEM educational leaders, who have familiarity with the STEM Schools of 
Distinction process, to assist with the Peer Review of this year's applications.  
Individuals presently leading within a NC recognized STEM school, or any individuals who have served as past 
SSoD reviewers, are asked to provide updated contact information by completing this Reviewer Application by 
December 20th. 
All reviewers participate in an online training module prior to assignment. More information on this training will 
be available soon.  This year's application submissions will be shared mid-January and reviewers will have two 
weeks to complete their individual review and share feedback.  The number of reviewers assigned will be 
dependent upon the final number of schools submitting applications. 

Thank you for continuing to support high-quality STEM education in North Carolina! 

 

STEM Reviewer Application 
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https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSedpsnTizBV5pohpCn3EMkSIilXAWYPLwFRUhxUNf_p2WV5qw%2Fviewform%3Fusp=publish-editor/2/0100019ae47b02a0-01421aa5-1ebf-4f14-af60-33533d370355-000000/GSzPENvFBb30e6ycmjrEGuQu2K2urRKvmi-7pZ1FMNI=434


 
 

 



  

  

If you’ve ever wanted your students to try an invention challenge 
that feels creative, doable, and actually fun to run, this is the 
one. Registration for the Thomas Edison Pitch Contest is now 
open! 
Teams create an invention that solves a real problem, submit a 
short idea video in January, and compete for awards that 

celebrate creativity, curiosity, and problem-solving. 

This year’s contest is built to be easier to start and more exciting to finish. You can choose the build path that 
fits your students and compete for new awards that recognize creativity at every level. It’s the most flexible 
version of the contest we’ve ever run. 

If you want something engaging that fits into a busy classroom and gives students a real shot at being 
inventive, this is your moment. 

 

 

Register 
Now 

 

 
 

DNCR Resources 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fnam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Fedisonmuckers.us2.list-manage.com%252Ftrack%252Fclick%253Fu%253Dcd621abb4041ccc201a9a7fdd%2526id%253Df3e1d657c6%2526e%253Df0a0bd7041%26data=05%257C02%257Choward.ginsburg%2540dpi.nc.gov%257C79f191ff02e7479292e908de30f4112b%257C849e9c61f0bb4d83ba5f4b5337664cf7%257C1%257C0%257C639002022167409440%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%253D%253D%257C60000%257C%257C%257C%26sdata=RhjhRWV3R6iTymaKbxopZYQr1nloA8dEger3S0akI00%253D%26reserved=0/1/0100019ae47b02a0-01421aa5-1ebf-4f14-af60-33533d370355-000000/SHmGo2l7p3mBGd95Jue9MyLMxnJsFh8p-ij-9mlMkp8=434
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fnam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Fedisonmuckers.us2.list-manage.com%252Ftrack%252Fclick%253Fu%253Dcd621abb4041ccc201a9a7fdd%2526id%253Df3e1d657c6%2526e%253Df0a0bd7041%26data=05%257C02%257Choward.ginsburg%2540dpi.nc.gov%257C79f191ff02e7479292e908de30f4112b%257C849e9c61f0bb4d83ba5f4b5337664cf7%257C1%257C0%257C639002022167409440%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%253D%253D%257C60000%257C%257C%257C%26sdata=RhjhRWV3R6iTymaKbxopZYQr1nloA8dEger3S0akI00%253D%26reserved=0/1/0100019ae47b02a0-01421aa5-1ebf-4f14-af60-33533d370355-000000/SHmGo2l7p3mBGd95Jue9MyLMxnJsFh8p-ij-9mlMkp8=434
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Journaling the Journey: Helping Students Find Wonder in Nature 
 
 
 

 
 
 
What happens when students take their learning beyond the classroom and into the natural world? At 
Martin Innovative Middle School, DNCR Teacher Ambassador Landon Leggett discovered that 
the North Carolina Kids’ Exploration Journal, a free DNCR resource, sparked student curiosity and 
transformed everyday outdoor moments into powerful learning experiences. 

 
 
 
 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fnam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Fdncr.us14.list-manage.com%252Ftrack%252Fclick%253Fu%253D631b6801b8c99a236a9822993%2526id%253D4a950a4bdd%2526e%253D011e8f8b23%26data=05%257C02%257Choward.ginsburg%2540dpi.nc.gov%257C26680ed1677349b0913908de0d903302%257C849e9c61f0bb4d83ba5f4b5337664cf7%257C1%257C0%257C638963110186584605%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%253D%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26sdata=zUs%252Fh74SNsdkLxKf%252FV7LSm5X3lSUINdKG5n4ALmYWog%253D%26reserved=0/1/0100019ae47b02a0-01421aa5-1ebf-4f14-af60-33533d370355-000000/30Z_nzekB8uWi9VgnHERrwpQaW_22H2577ed3BSrF3s=434


 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Read the Full Blog for Inspiration 

 

 

 

Request Journals for Your Classroom 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Save the Date: 2026 Science for All Summit 
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https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fnam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Fdncr.us14.list-manage.com%252Ftrack%252Fclick%253Fu%253D631b6801b8c99a236a9822993%2526id%253D1dc683fa49%2526e%253D011e8f8b23%26data=05%257C02%257Choward.ginsburg%2540dpi.nc.gov%257C26680ed1677349b0913908de0d903302%257C849e9c61f0bb4d83ba5f4b5337664cf7%257C1%257C0%257C638963110186666527%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%253D%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26sdata=cOBLU07NDFrZbpu5QaIfmggU7JiUY%252BueBPQ3k2FiPXA%253D%26reserved=0/1/0100019ae47b02a0-01421aa5-1ebf-4f14-af60-33533d370355-000000/OzrnEnzV_sBmKpeqVHqYf_9219BdjLT883mWiEDazb4=434


 

 
  

  
Mark your calendars for the 2026 Science for All Summit, happening February 19–20, 2026, at the Friday 
Conference Center in Chapel Hill, NC. Hosted by Morehead Planetarium and Science Center, this statewide 
convening brings together educators, researchers, and STEM leaders to advance access and opportunity in 
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics for all learners. 
  

The Summit will feature keynote speakers, workshops, breakout sessions, and networking opportunities 
focused on equity, innovation, and inclusive practices in STEM education. 

 

Learn More and Join the Mailing 
List 
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https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fnam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Fdncr.us14.list-manage.com%252Ftrack%252Fclick%253Fu%253D631b6801b8c99a236a9822993%2526id%253D663514cba6%2526e%253D011e8f8b23%26data=05%257C02%257Choward.ginsburg%2540dpi.nc.gov%257C26680ed1677349b0913908de0d903302%257C849e9c61f0bb4d83ba5f4b5337664cf7%257C1%257C0%257C638963110186842337%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%253D%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26sdata=GDzSEuH5AnSYeQ%252Fct5BtSd4y9wjxV4Z3ljwsHXgxXn4%253D%26reserved=0/1/0100019ae47b02a0-01421aa5-1ebf-4f14-af60-33533d370355-000000/DzZTbbcV7kvwr-AL-aaIguRemEqI2c0tsKcFZlO__Gk=434
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fnam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Fdncr.us14.list-manage.com%252Ftrack%252Fclick%253Fu%253D631b6801b8c99a236a9822993%2526id%253De6543109b7%2526e%253D011e8f8b23%26data=05%257C02%257Choward.ginsburg%2540dpi.nc.gov%257C26680ed1677349b0913908de0d903302%257C849e9c61f0bb4d83ba5f4b5337664cf7%257C1%257C0%257C638963110186872197%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%253D%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26sdata=8VBq3PfrExHOd2ODgugJ32DrH0G3iBmTbAZUCriQM8k%253D%26reserved=0/1/0100019ae47b02a0-01421aa5-1ebf-4f14-af60-33533d370355-000000/zVDx1qeHlkE7eylti7_CqB6noDePaVdVPdmQlavhEEc=434
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fnam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Fdncr.us14.list-manage.com%252Ftrack%252Fclick%253Fu%253D631b6801b8c99a236a9822993%2526id%253De6543109b7%2526e%253D011e8f8b23%26data=05%257C02%257Choward.ginsburg%2540dpi.nc.gov%257C26680ed1677349b0913908de0d903302%257C849e9c61f0bb4d83ba5f4b5337664cf7%257C1%257C0%257C638963110186872197%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%253D%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26sdata=8VBq3PfrExHOd2ODgugJ32DrH0G3iBmTbAZUCriQM8k%253D%26reserved=0/1/0100019ae47b02a0-01421aa5-1ebf-4f14-af60-33533d370355-000000/zVDx1qeHlkE7eylti7_CqB6noDePaVdVPdmQlavhEEc=434


 
 
 
 
Learning Happens Here Field Trip Fund 
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The Learning Happens Here Field Trip 
Fund reimburses public and public charter 
schools for field trips to 100+ DNCR 
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https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fnam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Fdncr.us14.list-manage.com%252Ftrack%252Fclick%253Fu%253D631b6801b8c99a236a9822993%2526id%253De2eccb9959%2526e%253D011e8f8b23%26data=05%257C02%257Choward.ginsburg%2540dpi.nc.gov%257C26680ed1677349b0913908de0d903302%257C849e9c61f0bb4d83ba5f4b5337664cf7%257C1%257C0%257C638963110184505488%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%253D%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26sdata=7Pc%252B8ZaVrfAI6WzjZv7TLVQYUmPD7mGs8oFiWK1UlI8%253D%26reserved=0/1/0100019ae47b02a0-01421aa5-1ebf-4f14-af60-33533d370355-000000/znX8Rghl1XyVz9V8ChXmkLZ2r1xTQpcdx9FBXB2YOgg=434


locations across North Carolina! The fund can 
cover costs such as: 

●​ Transportation costs (including charter 
buses when needed) 

●​ Admission or special activity fees 
(although many DNCR sites are free!) 

●​ Substitute reimbursement (when 
necessary for the trip to take place) 

●​ Meals for students who can’t afford 
them. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Students from Lakewood Montessori Middle 
School in Durham County used their funds to 
visit Pilot Mountain and explore geology, 
observe hawk migration, and engage in nature 
journaling. Photos courtesy of Sarah Walls. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Impacts of the Fund So Far: 
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Schools Served 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

18,044 

Students Impacted 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

$575,574 

Dollars Awarded 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Counties Served 
Counties shaded in green have already applied for and received funding. The Fund Committee is 
committed to reaching all 100 counties! 

 
 



 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
With an acceptance rate for first-time applicants of 98% and almost $400,000 remaining to award, what are 
you waiting for? Create lasting memories for your students with the Learning Happens Here Field Trip Fund. 
Our staff is available to assist with trip recommendations and the application process. 
  

Need some inspiration? Search #NCLearningHappensHere on Instagram or Facebook to see lots of trips in 
action! 

 

Field Trip Fund Information and Application 
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🏆 NSTA Award Applications and Nominations Open Until 
December 19 
NSTA Awards celebrate outstanding science teachers for their accomplishments and dedication to science 
education with cash prizes, national recognition, and a reputation for innovation. 

This is your chance to highlight the inspiring work happening in science classrooms. Start your application or 
nomination now! 

 

Submission Deadline: December 19 

 
 

Get 
Started 

 

 
 

NC DPI STEM Consultant 
Howard Ginsburg 

howard.ginsburg@dpi.nc.gov 
If you are currently not subscribed and would like to receive future releases 

of STEMtastic News, please visit the NCDPI Subscriptions webpage and register for the 
NCDPI STEM newsletter. You will first be prompted to enter your email to create an 

account. Once your account is created, return to the NCDPI Subscriptions webpage to 
choose your interests. 

 

Disclaimer Statement 
Because North Carolina is a local-control state, all curricular decisions are approved at the local level. Prior to 
implementing any of the materials, teachers should follow appropriate policies and procedures to have content 

vetted and approved by their school and district leaders.​
The links on this resource could bring you to third-party websites, owned and operated by independent parties 
over which NCDPI has no control. Any link you make to or from these third-party websites will be at your own 
risk. Any use of these third-party websites and any information you provide will be subject to and governed by 

the terms of the third-party websites, including those relating to confidentiality, data privacy, and security.​
Unless otherwise expressly agreed in writing, NCDPI is not in any way associated with the owner or operator of 

any of the third-party websites or responsible or liable for the goods and services offered by them or for 
anything in connection with such third-party websites. NCDPI does not endorse and makes no warranties, 

representations, or undertakings relating to the content of any third-party websites. 
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