
Essay 1 
 
QUESTION: In textual conversations, the later text is often seen as a shadow, lacking 
originality and the power of the earlier. 
 
To what extent is this statement true of the two prescribed texts you have studied in 
Module A? 
 
Introduction: Comparing The Tempest and Hagseed shows how their ideas connect and differ, 
with Hagseed adding modern viewpoints to create an equally powerful story by adapting to 
changes in context. This claim is somewhat true because while Hagseed has similar ideas, it 
reshapes them to suit today's audience, making the story fresh and impactful. Both texts, The 
Tempest (1611) by William Shakespeare and Hagseed (2016) by Margaret Atwood, focus on art, 
theater, and forgiveness, with their interpretations blending and clashing. The shift in 
context—from the Christian ideals of Jacobean times to postmodern and postcolonial 
values—shows the lasting relevance of these themes despite the passage of time. 
 

●​ Shakespeare and Atwood both explore the role of theater and art, but Shakespeare uses 
his play to show it as a tool of control, reflecting his Jacobean ideals through clever 
dramatic techniques.  

●​ Atwood reshapes this idea, showing theater and art as tools for healing, influenced by 
her postmodern outlook. By using prose fiction, she creates her own unique take.  

●​ Both writers also highlight forgiveness as a way to find freedom, with Shakespeare 
reflecting Christian values of kindness. Atwood revisits this theme but interprets it 
through a secular lens, using third-person narration to reveal Felix's thoughts and 
emotions. 

 
Conclusion: By studying the connection between The Tempest and Hagseed, readers gain 
deeper insights into the themes of both texts. Both works remain powerful and original because 
of the changes in context. Their focus on art, theater, and forgiveness emphasizes the timeless 
value of great stories. 
 

 



Essay 2 
Introduction: The statement is mostly untrue; Margaret Atwood’s novel Hagseed (2016) 
reimagines and reshapes Shakespeare’s earlier play, The Tempest (1611). Atwood’s focus on 
modern ideas, like empowerment and forgiveness, along with her feminist values about 
women’s independence, makes her version challenge how characters and ideas are portrayed 
in The Tempest. Her modern concerns clash with Shakespeare’s older humanist and colonial 
ideas, which are deeply rooted in his work. These differences mean that while Hagseed takes 
inspiration from The Tempest, Atwood reshapes its values, making it equally fresh and impactful 
for readers. This is seen in how Atwood reinterprets power and promotes new views on female 
independence. 
 

●​ In Hagseed, Felix is a new version of Prospero, and his illusions of control show how 
performance hides his grief while helping him cope, challenging readers to rethink 
Prospero’s seemingly perfect power.  

●​ Returning to The Tempest shows how Prospero’s loss of god-like control questions 
human capability. Atwood’s version of Miranda, portrayed as Anne-Marie, shows her 
feminist ideas about strong female characters.  

●​ Revisiting The Tempest reveals how Miranda is limited by the expectations of Jacobean 
society, highlighting the contrast. 

 
Conclusion: Atwood’s retelling encourages readers to see new ideas about performance and 
female independence. Hagseed is not a copy but is just as powerful as The Tempest. It 
challenges readers to rethink their view of the world while emphasizing the importance of these 
themes. 

 



CONTEXT: Jacobean Era 
 



 
 



 


