
“It is provided, in the clearest words, that Congress shall be obliged to call a convention on the 
application of two thirds of the legislatures; and all amendments proposed by such convention, 
are to be valid when approved by the conventions or legislatures of three fourths of the states. It 
must therefore be evident to every candid man, that two thirds of the states can always procure 
a general convention for the purpose of amending the constitution, and that three fourths of 
them can introduce those amendments into the constitution, although the President, Senate and 
Federal House of Representatives, should be unanimously opposed to each and all of them. 
Congress therefore cannot hold any power, which three fourths of the states shall not approve, 
on experience.” ~Tench Coxe 

[It] could not be known to the framers of the constitution, whether there was too much power 
given by it or too little; they therefore prescribed a mode by which Congress might procure 
more, if in the operation of the government it was found necessary; and they prescribed for the 
states a mode of restraining the powers of the government, if upon trial it should be found they 
had given too much. ~Samuel Jones New York Ratifier  

"The warmest friends and the best supports the constitution has, do not contend that it is free 
from imperfections; but they found them unavoidable, and are sensible, if evil is likely to arise 
therefrom, the remedy must come hereafter; for in the present moment it is not to be obtained; 
and, as there is a constitutional door open for it, I think the people (for it is with them to judge), 
can, as they will have the advantage of experience on their side, decide with as much propriety 
on the alterations and amendments which are necessary, as ourselves. I do not think we are 
more inspired, have more wisdom, or possess more virtue, than those who will come after us." ~ 
Letter to Bushrod Washington, November 10, 1787 

[Congress will be obliged “on the application of the legislatures of two thirds of the States (which 
at present amount to nine), to call a convention for proposing amendments, which shall be valid, 
to all intents and purposes, as part of the Constitution, when ratified by the legislatures of three 
fourths of the States, or by conventions in three fourths thereof.” The words of this article are 
peremptory. The Congress “shall call a convention.” Nothing in this particular is left to the 
discretion of that body.]...[We may safely rely on the disposition of the State legislatures to erect 
barriers against the encroachments of the national authority.] ~Hamilton Federalist 85 

Colonel MASON thought the plan of amending the Constitution exceptionable and dangerous. 
As the proposing of amendments is in both the modes to depend, in the first immediately, and in 
the second ultimately, on Congress, no amendments of the proper kind, would ever be obtained 
by the people, if the Government should become oppressive, as he verily believed would be the 
case. ~Madison, James. Journal of the Federal Convention: Volumes 1 & 2  

"When we shall have made a fair trial [of the Constitution], and found the whole, or any part of it, 
pernicious; the very same authority, which made, can, at any time undo, or improve it. If ever, 
after the adoption, a convention shall be proposed to amend it, in the way pointed out by itself, I 



have the most perfect confidence that the appointment will take place, and that neither the 
president, nor the congress, nor any other department will dare to oppose it . . . The very 
attempt to restrain, would operate most powerfully to promote it." ~Charles Carroll (represented 
Maryland at the Constitutional Convention) 
 
 


