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Local Government Websites: The structure and operations of the government can provide insights
into its efficiency and effectiveness. For example, the roles of elected officials and the functions of
different departments can give you a sense of how responsibilities are divided and managed. The
"City Charter" or "Municipal Code" can also provide information about the government's
accountability mechanisms, such as requirements for public meetings or financial audits.

Zoning and Planning Documents: These documents can give you a sense of how well the
government is planning. Are the zoning regulations and long-term planning initiatives responsive to
the community's needs and priorities? Are they being implemented effectively? These documents
can also provide insights into the government's approach to land use and environmental
sustainability.

Municipal Codes and Ordinances: The laws passed by the local government can provide insights
into its priorities and responsiveness to community issues.

a. Content of Ordinances: What issues do the ordinances address? Are there laws related to key
community concerns, such as public safety, environmental protection, zoning regulations, noise
control, or public health? The content of these laws can reveal what issues are most important
to the local government and the community it serves.

b. Enforcement of Ordinances: Are these laws being enforced effectively? Are there
mechanisms in place to ensure compliance, such as fines, penalties, or enforcement officers?
The effectiveness of law enforcement can indicate the local government's commitment to
upholding its ordinances.

c. Adaptability of Ordinances: How often are these laws updated or revised? Do they adapt to
changing circumstances or community needs? A local government that regularly updates its
ordinances may be more responsive and adaptable.

d. Accessibility of Ordinances: How easy is it for community members to access and understand
these laws? Are they available online? Are they written in clear, understandable language?
Accessibility is crucial for ensuring community awareness and compliance.

U.S. Census Bureau's Geographic Areas Reference Manual: The demographic and economic
data provided in this manual can help you assess the challenges and opportunities facing the local
government. For example, a community with a rapidly growing population might face different
challenges than a community with a declining or aging population. Economic conditions, such as
the unemployment rate or median household income, can also impact the government's budget and
service needs.



