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Setting up UCINET 
 
 

See also: 
●​ Downloading & installing UCINET 
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Starting it up 
 
Once you have installed UCINET, you can go to the Windows Start menu and find 
the Analytic Technologies menu. You will find several programs will have been 
installed:  
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vH0HmPTGiaRJU-J7GSxPav564Gs-fo7QR1V1q3-i4wE/edit?usp=sharing
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In particular, you will see ‘Uci64’ and ‘Ucinet 32-bit’. The 64-bit version is faster 
(particularly with large data), but there are some (older) routines that won’t run in 
that version. So, for smaller datasets (< 500 nodes) or for a classroom setting, it is 
better to use the 32-bit version.  
 

Working directory 
 
It is cumbersome to use UCINET if you don’t set up a project directory where you 
keep all of your UCINET datasets for a given project. This is set by entering a 
folder path name at the bottom of the UCINET screen: 
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If you can’t see the bottom of the window, make the window smaller and center it 
on your computer screen. 
 
In this case, the working directory is a folder called ‘UCINET data’ that is 
automatically created under your Documents folder when you install UCINET. If 
you're taking a workshop or class, this is probably the folder you want to be in. If 
you don’t see the right folder there (aside from the username ‘sborg2’), press the 
home button at the bottom right of the screen (the icon looks like a house).  
 
For more details, see Setting the Working Directory 

Text editor 
 
When you run an analysis in UCINET, it will typically produce some text output, 
like this:  
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AmlbOm2KnrlWxG6lY0n6BpnVslmSa3LIarOMaJTfnHQ/edit?usp=sharing
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To show you this text output, UCINET requires a text editor, which is a separate 
program that UCINET works with. By default, UCINET uses Windows’ built-in 
notepad.exe editor. Notepad has the advantage of being familiar to most Windows 
users but still requires setting a few options. It also has severe size limitations. 
Notepad can only display 1024 characters on a line. So, if you are displaying a 
large matrix, the lines will wrap around and it will be difficult to read the output. 
The best choice, at least in a research context, is to use the free program called 
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Notepad++, which is really fast and powerful. However, you do have to download 
and install it, which may complicate things if you have a Mac. If you are just using 
UCINET in a class, it’s probably not worth bothering to install Notepad++. More 
on this in a moment.  
 
To tell UCINET which text editor you want to use, go to Options|Helper 
Applications in the menu. For example:  
 

 
 
Under Text Editor, you enter “notepad.exe” if you want to use Notepad, or 
“wordpad.exe” if you want to use Wordpad (a built-in Windows app that is in the 
process of being discontinued), or “C:\Program Files\Notepad++\notepad++.exe” if 
you will be using Notepad++ (this assumes you have already downloaded and 
installed Notepad++. See below).  
 
Next, a few notes on using Notepad, Wordpad and Notepad++ with UCINET.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://notepad-plus-plus.org/
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Using Notepad 
 
If you choose to use Notepad, you will need to do a couple of things to make it 
work well. Otherwise, your output might look like this: 
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See how the columns of data don’t line up? This is because it is not using a font in 
which all characters are the same size. 
 
Step 1. In UCINET, click the Display button on the toolbar. It’s the D button: 
 

 
 

 
This will open a dialog window asking you to choose a file to display. Choose 
“campnet.##h”. You will then get something like this:  
 

 
 
Step 2. Click on “Format” and then choose “Font”. Then select either the  
“Consolas” font or “Courier New” (Consolas is better because it’s darker).  
 
Step 3. While you are still in Notepad, choose Format again. If there is a check 
mark next to “Word Wrap”, click Word Wrap to remove the check mark. This turns 
off Word Wrap so that lines don’t wrap around. (But remember, if the lines are 
longer than 1024 characters, Notepad will wrap them anyway, which is why we 
prefer not to use Notepad.) 
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You should only have to set these options once. Notepad will remember your 
choices. 
 

Using Wordpad 
 
Wordpad can handle much larger datasets than notepad, but is unfortunately being 
discontinued by Microsoft. 
 
Step 0. To tell UCINET that you want to use Wordpad as your text editor, go to 
Options|Helper Applications in the menu, and enter ‘wordpad.exe’ in the Text 
Editor field. Like this:  
 

 
 
*Writing “write.exe” works as well.  
 
Step 1. Wordpad looks a little different from Notepad, but we still want to do the 
same two things. Start by doing Step 1 as described in the Using Notepad section 
above. In other words, choose D on the toolbar: 
 
 In UCINET, click the Display button on the toolbar. It’s the D button: 
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And select the “campnet.##h” dataset. It will display the matrix, but it might look 
messy, something like this: 
 

 
 
Step 2. Turn Word-wrapping off:  
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You should only have to do this once.  
 

Using Notepad++ 
 
If you’re using UCINET for research, we recommend Notepad++ or some other 
equally powerful text editor instead of either Notepad or Wordpad. Notepad++ is 
free on the web, but you do have to download and install it. 
 
Step -1. Download and install Notepad++. You can get it here: 
https://notepad-plus-plus.org/. Important note. If you are using a Mac together with 
a Windows Emulator, you must download the Windows version of Notepad++ and 
install it in the Windows partition created by the emulator. If this all seems too 
much, just go with the Wordpad or Notepad options described above. 
 

https://notepad-plus-plus.org/
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Step 0. Tell UCINET where to find notepad++.exe on your computer. Unless you 
deliberately installed it somewhere else, you should find it here:  
 

C:\Program Files\Notepad++\notepad++.exe  
 
So, in the UCINET menu, go to Options|Helper Applications, and enter the 
pathname in the Text Editor field. Like this:  
 

 
 
Step 1. Test it by executing Step 1 from the Using Notepad section above. The 
results should look like this: 
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There is no need to change the font or adjust a Word-wrap option. It does things 
right by default. 
 

Testing out the program 
 

Displaying a dataset 
 
From the UCINET main window, press the D button on the toolbar: 
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This opens up a dialog box where you can pick a file. Scroll down and select the 
dataset called “campnet”.  
 

 
 
Assuming you are using Notepad++, the result should look like this: 
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Drawing a network 
 
UCINET uses another helper application, NetDraw, to visualize networks. 
NetDraw is automatically installed with UCINET, but we should make sure it is 
working.  
 
In the UCINET window, click the red QD button on the toolbar:  
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It will ask you to choose a dataset to visualize. Select ‘campnet.##h’. After you 
click OK, the NetDraw program should start and display the campnet network, like 
this:  
 

 
 

Learning UCINET 
 
Here are some resources for learning UCINET: 
 

●​ Tutorials -- fairly wordy 
●​ Exercises -- kind of terse 
●​ Quickstart guide (a little dated) 

 
See also the How to Use portal page. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NG3ye9ntcHznnaHC4L3x5cRIzqI8nOnv?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TSw5K053TCDf3WdZcADKBrD4G1M89_DH?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ffS_019aGD2KfQZAboSzRTeIraVr9v6hfWtIUUdLxvs/edit?usp=sharing4y1sa8bSjBHUo5tvtjuEd5AAj/view?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/site/ucinetsoftware/how-to-use
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