
Who is Julie Su and why is she important in the legal and civil rights community? 

Julie Su is a prominent litigator in Southern California with a background as a litigation director 

at the Asian Pacific American Legal Center and later at Asian Americans Advancing Justice. She 

has made significant contributions to impact litigation. However, recent controversies 

surrounding her involvement in overseeing the California Employment Development 

Department have raised questions about her leadership and decision-making. 

What qualities allowed Julie Su to ascend to various roles, including California Labor 

Commissioner and Labor Secretary? 

Julie Su's standout quality is her passion for labor code and her dedication to contributing 

positively to society. As an Asian American, she embodies the immigrant spirit of hard work and 

respect for diverse communities. Despite her achievements, criticisms of her competence have 

emerged due to isSus such as the unemployment scandal and audit findings. 

What was the significance of Julie Su's stance on ICE and DLSE regarding immigrant workers? 

Julie Su's emphasis on the Division of Labor Standards and Enforcement (DLSE) over the fictitious 

"California Department of Labor" was crucial for immigrant workers seeking wage claims. The 

DLSE serves as the primary avenue for resolving wage disputes in California without going 

through the court system. This distinction is vital in ensuring that immigrant workers are aware 

of their rights and can access the necessary resources for wage claims. 

What does the delay in Julie Su's Senate nomination reveal about today's political climate? 

The prolonged delay in Julie Su's Senate confirmation highlights the contentious political 

environment and the challenges faced by nominees in the current landscape. Allegations of 

aggressive tactics during her tenure as acting US Secretary of Labor have added complexity to 

her confirmation process. The political stalemate underscores the polarized nature of today's 

political arena and the scrutiny faced by individuals seeking public office. 

If you were to summarize Julie Su's career with a tagline, how would you describe her legacy? 

Julie Su's career evokes a complex narrative, prompting questions about her role as either a 

hero, a cautionary tale, or a controversial figure in labor and civil rights advocacy. Her actions as 

a trailblazer in labor code enforcement are juxtaposed with criticisms of her handling of 

high-profile cases and policy decisions. Ultimately, her legacy reflects a mix of admiration, 

skepticism, and scrutiny within the legal and political spheres. 


