Welcome to the series
The Early Learner

Welcome to our new Early Years parent information series titled The Early Learner. My name is Amy Brett and | am the Early Years Lead at Qatar
Academy Sidra. | am a Reggio inspired teacher and a passionate advocate of play based learning in the early years. This series will explore the
journey a young child takes as they start school. This month we will explore how children become writers through mark making. Please keep watch
1 for more newsletters about other topics throughout the year. If you have questions or would like to know more about something please email me:

|abrett@qf.org.qa
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What is Mark Making?

\X/hy is mark making important and how can [ encourage mark making at home?

Mark making refers to the creation of different patterns, lines, textures and shapes. This term is typically used to describe the scribbles that early learners create with a variety
of tools on different surfaces. For example, a crayon on paper or using a stick to make a line in the sand. Mark making gives children the opportunity to express themselves and
explore new materials. Research has shown that mark making is crucial for a child’s development and learning. It aids in developing hand strength and teaches young children
how to hold a pen correctly. More importantly it also prepares them for writing and develops their handwriting skills. Mark making is important for physical development,
creative representation and brain and language development. Marks convey meaning. So the next time your little one makes a mark take time to appreciate and engage with

the story hidden behind the lines.



Our Early Years practitioners at QAS believe strongly in creating opportunities for mark making within all of our learning spaces, both inside and outside the classroom. We
have worked together to create an exhibition for you to enjoy within the Early Years corridor titled 'The Mosaic of Marks'. When you visit the display you will find more
information about how writing develops at each developmental stage as well as tips you might want to use at home.

| hope that you have found the first edition of 'The Early Learner' informative and hope to see you admiring 'The Mosaic of Marks' whilst collecting your child from school. If you
have any questions or would like further information please do not hesitate to send me an email.
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Kind regards, Amy

Resources:

e https://www.earlyyearsresources.co.uk/blog/2018/04/mark-making-importance/
e https://www.pacey.org.uk/mark-making/

e /hittps://www.earlyyearsresources.co.uk/blog/2018/04/mark-making-importance /https://www.pacey.org.uk/mark-making



