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WHAT’S THE DEAL WITH THE SPOTTED LANTERNFLY? y \
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WELL...IT'S COMPLICATED!!!

But wait...am | supposed to squish them or not?
[ ]

There is no evidence that squishing lanternflies is an effective form of population control.
o

They like to spend their time high up in trees, so we can’t even reach most of them!

What about the trees??
[ )

The spotted lanternfly is less harmful to trees than originally thought!’
O

Adult trees have been found to be more resilient than the more vulnerable saplings and
juveniles.
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Still: they can affect the output of and cause financial harm to some farms, mainly vineyards
and nurseries, and this is a valid concern for farmers.

What about the Tree of Heaven??
[

The spotted lanternfly’s favorite host is the Tree of Heaven, which is an invasive species itself!?
o

The tree of heaven is a beautiful tree. This isn’t just a story about “invasive” lanternflies

destroying “native” plants. The ecological picture is more complicated and nuanced than we
first thought!

What about spraying?
[ ]

Spraying with chemicals has been shown to harm beneficial insect populations! This includes

pollinators who are crucial to our food systems as well as praying mantises who are one of the few
predators to the Spotted Lanternfly.®
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There is a mass extinction of insects underway, and we need to be cautious and thoughtful
about the consequences of our interventions.

Well then what do we do??
e Some scientists are now calling for a third approach. Instead of squishing or spraying, making towns
and cities more welcoming to birds—who have historically been the natural predators of

lanternflies—might be the key to protecting plants and trees.*
o

One way you can help contribute to the protection of native plants and trees—instead of
squishing lanternflies—is to support a bird-friendly environment.
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Fun Facts about the Spotted Lanternfly

They love the color blue®
e They follow the blue sky to their favorite places: high up on
trees and buildings!

They don’t like the smell of lavender®
e [f you’d rather not have them as guests in your garden,
consider planting some!

They’re part of a group of insects known as planthoppers’
e Both the nymphs and the adults have a powerful jump!

They're cutel!l®
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