Timeline of the Tulsa Race Massacre

1830-1840s
The Indian Removal Act and Trail of Tears moved
Native Tribes and many former slaves into Oklahoma
Territory.

1900s

Massive oil boom fuels development in Oklahoma.

1906
O.W. Gurley founded Greenwood as an all-black
township in Tulsa, Oklahoma. It eventually became so
successful and profitable that it was called “Black Wall
Street”

1910s
World War | leads to huge oil demand — A lot of
money for Oklahoma — Tulsa grows

1914

Tulsa passes segregation law

1921
MAY 30
e Dick Rowland (who was a Black teenager) was
accused of assaulting Sarah Page (who was
white) in the Drexel Building elevator.

MAY 31

e Dick Rowland was arrested for assault. The
Tulsa Tribune (newspaper) printed a story
about the incident that said “Nab Negro for
Attacking Girl in Elevator” That story angered
white people.

e 400 White men assembled outside the jail
wanting to lynch Dick Rowland.

e 30 Black men went to the jail to try to protect
Rowland from being lynched. Another 75
Black men, some armed, also came.

The White mob grew to 2,000 people.
Arguments broke out, and shots were fired.

e The Tulsa police department deputized 500
White men and they started looting Black
stores for guns and bullets.

June 1

e Fighting erupts in Greenwood. White mobs
burned buildings/homes, killed men, women,
and children, and looted homes.

e Black men were disarmed and arrested by the
police.

e The Governor of Oklahoma declared martial
law.

June 7

The Tulsa City Commission tried to prevent
reconstruction of Greenwood, but it was later declared
illegal by the Oklahoma Supreme Court.

June 26
A grand jury blamed Black people for the attack and
did not prosecute any Whites.

September
All charges against Dick Rowland were dismissed.
Sarah Page did not want to press charges.

1922
Residents rebuilt their homes and businesses, but it
never really recovered.

1926
The Oklahoma Supreme Court ruled that insurance
companies did not have to pay for property damage
resulting from the destruction of Greenwood.

1997

The Oklahoma Legislature established a commission
to study the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre.

2001
The commission recommended direct payment of
reparations to survivors of the attack or their
descendants, a scholarship fund be established for
affected students, that money would be given to
rebuild the Greenwood District, and that a memorial
would be built.
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