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Picking Out Quality Pool Cues 

The difference between high quality pool cues and lesser models is much greater than most 
people expect. It's not just about how fancy a pool cue looks, although yes, style and 
appearance can be very important for some players. It's also about how the pool cue is 
constructed, how it plays, and how it can help improve your own play. Take a look at this guide 
to see for yourself how to separate the good pool cues from the not so good ones. 

 

One of the major factors to pay attention is the materials used in the construction of the cue. 
Most quality pool cues are made from several solid pieces of a very high quality wood, pieced 
together with joints. Different woods can be used for different colors and therefore styles, and 
woods of varying hardness can be used for different styles of play as well. 

There are some decent cues made out of composite materials and plastics, but for the most 
part, you'll want traditional wood. One piece cues are generally not very high quality, but some 
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models are decent enough for a very cheap price. But in general, you want to avoid that and 
stick with multiple piece cues. 

Joint and joint construction is very important, because you want a consistent play and feel, and 
you don't want a cue that undoes itself from simply poor engineering. The joint connects the 
shaft to the butt, and these two areas of your cue are very different from one another. 

The shaft is what is closest to the contact point, and therefore its hardness, density, and overall 
elements will impart different shot qualities. Shafts are much more complex and varied than 
butts, and can be solid or hollow to various degrees, and utilize all kinds of technologies to 
impart more consistent shots, or shots of certain qualities. A smooth connection to the butt 
though is important so that you maintain accuracy and aim, you can feel your shots and learn to 
adjust them accordingly, and so that your cue simply holds up over the long haul instead of 
breaking down quickly. 

The most expensive quality pool cues are those that take style to a whole new level, with 
dozens or even hundreds of inlays using exotic materials including rare woods, stones, gems 
and other materials. Some pool cues can cost thousands of dollars. But at a much lower price 
range, you can still get stylish and attractive cues which perform excellently as well. You don't 
have to entirely destroy your budget, you should always be able to find a good match at a price 
you'll be happy with. 
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