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Taxes, Land, and Bread: Too Much, Too Little, and Too Late M M

e the French Revolution, starting in the year 1789, the peasants WQ ;tn:ck ‘b’““

or living conditions. The king, and the wealthy landowning anstocrats dictated

y lives, including the aspects of land ownership, working conditions, taxes, and
Their lives were filled with the repetitiveness of farming, paying taxes, and /
es, various groups of people tried to make changes for the impoverished
long-lasting. With the cost of living rapidly rising and the working

;. the poverty-stricken peasants needed to find a way to improve
sfaction of the peasants, the majority of the population, led them

d their lives. The poor circumstances of the French

eryday life, led them to revolt against the French king and

e of taxes from the government, and unlike the
{0 escape taxation. Taxes for peasants were



nly incident of poor harvests; Previously in 1774, another poor harvest was

: &mwwm Peasants even believed prices were purposely held
followed and the riots became known as the “Flour War” (Fraser 134).
S constantly worried about the price of bread and the
sant’s income was used on bread and a year later

v

Tmmmﬂé@ Bread and flour
to Paris, and peasants were becoming increasingly

g the peasants found much to be

st of 1774, there was “a deficit of 22 million
million to come” (Fraser 134). The country
were not from recent times, but from nearly
sent war under the reign of King Louis XIV

. .mm“ﬁﬂmmafairtﬁalatthcorder
s of the people or vote down bad

> were usually “irremovable,



Jod land to farm and grow crops to eat and sell if they ever had a surplus. Peasants
mpumtofthe available land but mostly in small plots (Kreis The Origins).
taxed because of the land they owned, peasants had to give their services to the
feudal system. They also had to pay the feudal lord after they sold land, even
that land (Hallsall). Even peasants that were lucky enough to

os because of the “small size of their holdings.” Less than
actually owned the thirteen acres necessary to support
'thatduﬁngyearsofpoorhanests,oﬁlywﬂpefm“f
:fheommpamwnedoﬂ!mughwm

ing land did not necessarily mean a family was
rnment o landlords.

» farmer in the country. The close proximity of
shorter life spans (Hunt). The

wppomhgmselves

» who fell on crime t©
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or filth found daily in the cities.

ies and towns, peasants began working for wages and using the tools and

hers. There are no exact records of the number of people working, but in Paris in

000 peasants worked for other people (Durant 933). They worked for

- workers were forbidden to organize themselves into

. “wages rose twenty-two per cent, prices sixty-five
worse during the reign of Louis X VI (Durant 934).

n unions, the peasants still went on multiple strikes

es were not rising quickly enough. All revolts

ants protested that even working eighteen hour days,
ants proclaimed that they were treated even “more
ese are given enough to keep them in health and
e similar riots and strikes occurred because



% ﬂ’:’%““i—’ wouldhstenmttmandmpommsless N2
<« When it ! mﬁ% hr,lpthcm,tlw peasams

: ‘mﬂ» with the French Revolution came hope of a better country with more rights
»ple who made up the vast majority of French people.



. Marie Antoinette. New York: Anchor Books, 2002,

"The French Revolution - Origins." Moder Wester Civilization. Jan. 1998. 10

)! <http://www .fordham,edufhalsallfmodﬂewmodlo.hunb.
Terror, and Resistance." Exploring the French Revolution. 2001. American
s, Inc., 10 Mar. 2005 <http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/chap7a.

Revolution." The History Guide. 13 May. 2004. 10
side.org/intellect/lecture1 1. html>.

- Moderate Stage, 1789-1792." The History Guide.
/www . historyguide.org/ intellect/lecture12a html>.



