
 

I.​ EUR gets ready to explore 
A.​ Overseas exploration because it is faster and more profitable. 
B.​ Search for Trade Routes 

1.​ Goods were in demand (spices, silks, perfume) 
2.​ Arabs were the middle men ($) 
3.​ Over sea would mean more for EUR and less Arab reliance. 

C.​ Currents and wind 
1.​ Land must be within sight until improved maps 
2.​ Water Currents were discovered and used 
3.​ Winds blew in determined directions too 

D.​ Technology & Exploration 
1.​ Astrolab & compass = greater distance and sight of land not needed 
2.​ New maps and combined worldly ideas  
3.​ Ptolemy had latitude & longitude 
4.​ Indian maps of waterways…to China 
5.​ Triangle sails from the Arab ship design 

E.​ From Land to Sea 
1.​ Taxes increases over land caused goods to increase in cost 
2.​ Ottomans limited trade, thus increased prices more 
3.​ New route was needed …water 

F.​ Rise of Strong Kingdoms 
1.​ Portugal 
2.​ Spain 
3.​ France 
4.​ England 

 
​
 

 
II.​ Early Voyages of Discovery 

A.​ Portugal Leads the way 
1.​ Prince Henry the Navigator - What did he do? 
2.​ POR empire starts in Africa 
3.​ Bartolomeu Dias - Did What 
4.​ Vasco da Gama - Did what 

B.​ 1st voyage of Columbus 
1.​ Reach west by sailing east idea 
2.​ SPA was willing to fund such an adventureReached San Salvador 
3.​ 3rd Para 
4.​ Then reached Cuba, Haiti & Dominican Republic 
5.​ Took people back to SPA to prove discovery 
6.​ Several trips & believed he was in Asia…until 
7.​ Amerigo Vespucci - Did what 

C.​ Spanish Conquerors 



 

1.​ SPA soldiers would control the region (implies??) 
2.​ Conquistadors - Mean what 
3.​ Pope drew line of Demarcation - what did it do 
4.​ New line drawn and POR got Brazil 

D.​ Voyage of Magellan 
1.​ Hired to find route to Asia 
2.​ Sailed around tip of South America (Pacific Ocean) 
3.​ Circumnavigate - Definition  

E.​ Early FRA & ENG 
1.​ They entered race for $ 
2.​ They explored east coast of North America 
3.​ John Cabot - Where did he explore and for whom 
4.​ Giovanni da Verrazano - Discovered what for whom 
5.​ Jacques Cartier - Discovered what for whom 
6.​ FRA & ENG paused exploration because of religious tension 
7.​ James Cook - Discovered what for whom 


