
SOC 205 Week 6: Overview 
 
This week we are looking at society's institutions that provide health and safety: 
healthcare, social services and government. We will look at how these systems, 
including the criminal justice system and incarceration system, can provide health and 
safety and how they can create and sustain systems of oppression, inequity and 
injustice.   
 

Learning Objectives 
1.​ Explain how sociologists identify the functions of government, health care, and 

social services in society.  
2.​ Discuss how sociologists understand the health of a society through medical 

sociology and the social construction of illness.   
3.​ Illustrate how and why groups have different experiences with safety and health 

protections and are impacted differently when presented with safety and health 
crises.  

4.​ Identify how the government influences health and safety through health care 
and social service policy. 

5.​ Explain how historical events of European colonization shape contemporary 
issues around health and safety. 

6.​ Discuss the role of social movements in bringing about change to health and 
safety in the US. 

Course Materials 

Watch/Listen 

Food Insecurity - Adelante Mujeres 
●​ Video: Adelante Mujeres: Empowering Latinas in Oregon to rise up:  
●​ Blog: Partnering to end food insecurity: Adelante Mujeres  
●​ Food Insecurity Rates by Demographic Groups  

Food Insecurity – Black Farming in Oregon 
●​ Video: Mudbone Grown Reimagines Black Farming in Oregon Video: (10 min) 
●​ Blog: Black and Indigenous Communities in Solidarity for Land Justice  
●​ Food Insecurity Rates by Demographic Groups  

Clean Water – Jackson Water Crisis 

“Week 6 Overview” by Sonya James for Open Oregon Educational Resources is 
licensed CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 DEED 

https://youtu.be/Uql_lH09W54
https://www.oregonfoodbank.org/posts/adelante-mujeres
https://liberalarts.oregonstate.edu/sites/liberalarts.oregonstate.edu/files/oregon_food_insecurity_rates_by_demographic_groups_2017-2019.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pozd2NA5hkU
https://www.oregonfoodbank.org/posts/blackliberation
https://liberalarts.oregonstate.edu/sites/liberalarts.oregonstate.edu/files/oregon_food_insecurity_rates_by_demographic_groups_2017-2019.pdf
http://openoregon.org
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/?ref=chooser-v1


●​ Video: Racism seen as the root of the Jackson Water Crisis  
●​ March for Clean water Slideshow  
●​ Report: Water and Reproductive Health  

Safe Housing – Queer and Houseless 
●​ Video: A Road to Home  
●​ Making an Infographic on Homelessness: The Designers Tale (King County is in 

Washington State)  
●​ Report: Homelessness and Housing Instability Among LBGTQ Youth (particularly 

Executive Summary and Pages 10 and 11)   
●​ Video: Mass Incarceration  

Seeing differently  
●​ Mental Health Answering the Healers Call 
●​ Childbirth: Spirit of Birth  

Doing health differently 
●​ Traditional Indigenous Knowledge: Gathering Medicine  
●​ Black Panthers: The Black Panthers overlooked health problems  

Doing Safety differently  
●​ Abolition: What is abolition? [Video not available] 
●​ Transformative justice: What is transformative justice?   
●​ Bodily autonomy and gender-based violence  

Read: 
●​ Chapter 6: Globalization and Inequality This chapter introduces some of the 

following key concepts and terms: colonialism, colonization, Colonies of Rule, 
Colonies of Settlement, environmental sustainability, neocolonialism, North 
American Free Trade Agreement and The White Mans' Burden. 

 
 

“Week 6 Overview” by Sonya James for Open Oregon Educational Resources is 
licensed CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 DEED 

https://youtu.be/tSPX01AkZSo
https://mississippitoday.org/2022/09/27/photos-march-held-jackson-water-crisis/?gclid=CjwKCAiAioifBhAXEiwApzCztoo3StYTFxXJuWIRHplRanhf5crykekazMRaMU32hYRKpLeVK8zzKBoCDOQQAvD_BwE
https://www.nationalpartnership.org/our-work/health/repro/reports/clean-water-and-reproductive-health.html
https://vimeo.com/159711608
https://projectonfamilyhomelessness.org/2016/02/03/making-an-infographic-on-homelessness-the-designers-tale/
https://projectonfamilyhomelessness.org/2016/02/03/making-an-infographic-on-homelessness-the-designers-tale/
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Trevor-Project-Homelessness-Report.pdf
https://youtu.be/u51_pzax4M0
https://youtu.be/6UtIIrGxYKk
https://youtu.be/5vABSuTTrbg
https://youtu.be/jbbcok8Lzs0
https://youtu.be/tCGA4TLaq8g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A5vaCK1EPfQ
https://youtu.be/U-_BOFz5TXo
https://youtu.be/OGPQse-Wcds
http://openoregon.org
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/?ref=chooser-v1
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