
 
 
 

Unit 
Duration 

Course AP Psychology 
Unit 

Name Developmental Psychology 

9-10 Class 
Periods 

Unit 
Description   

Developmental psychology 
encompasses the study of 
the behavior of organisms 
from conception to death. In 
this unit, students will learn 
to examine the processes 
that contribute to behavioral 
change throughout a 
person’s life. The major areas 
of emphasis in the course 
include prenatal 
development, motor 
development, socialization, 
cognitive development, 
adolescence, and adulthood. 
Developmental psychologists 
seek to understand how 
changes in our biology 
and social situations over a 
lifespan influence our 
behaviors and mental 
processes. Development 
can be studied from several 
different perspectives, 
including biological or 
cognitive perspectives. 
Developmental psychologists 
may focus on one or more 
developmental periods 
or the entire course of a 
lifespan, using 
cross-sectional and 
longitudinal research 
methods. 

Unit Topic(s) 

Topic I: Lifespan Development 
Topic II: Social and Cognitive 
Development in Childhood 
Topic III: Adolescent 
Development 
Topic IV: Adulthood and Aging 
Topic V: Moral Development 
Topic VI: Gender and Sexual 
Orientation 

  Enduring 
Understanding/ 

Big Ideas 
 

Unit Essential 
Question(s) 

To what extent is early 
psychological development 
crucial to long-term mental 
health? 

Priority Standards See Individual Topic Pages 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DkGfqGzoI-egwr7GbiSRXUC9YxtlMvoK0Dbqd19genM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bCgEET3ia7u-sM9Ehazj4mAaSb7J_4-JD5ubZGGPtC4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bCgEET3ia7u-sM9Ehazj4mAaSb7J_4-JD5ubZGGPtC4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fbdb9U8JUo1E9rqq8j0wXNMyTtjAvyHpb3THUNfiAqw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fbdb9U8JUo1E9rqq8j0wXNMyTtjAvyHpb3THUNfiAqw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uTQUG9LaRG-kBt8U56ZjGumJSKJ5Miw_zygOSLj_zpQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1utuYF0jpy4ocXxvhAvnfBBB0MCS0lpF8iT60BvbvS2Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_OoYh9CChVN-K6lsWDLUqFCWQ2D37MCCGAzypAJ69Ng/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_OoYh9CChVN-K6lsWDLUqFCWQ2D37MCCGAzypAJ69Ng/edit?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/sjsd.k12.mo.us/sjsdsocialstudiescurriculum/


 

Unit Assessment(s)  

Unit Learning 
Experiences 

Application Project: From 
Birth to Death Development 
Story 
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https://sites.google.com/sjsd.k12.mo.us/sjsdsocialstudiescurriculum/

