
 
 

 
 

Journal Overview 
The journals tool is a personal space that you can communicate privately with your instructor. This 
tool can be used to self-reflect on opinions, ideas, and concerns. 
​
The journals tool provides a personal space for you to communicate privately with your instructor. 
You can also use a journal as a self-reflective tool to post your opinions, ideas, and concerns about 
your course, or discuss and analyze course-related materials. For example, you can describe 
problems you faced and how you solved them. Your instructor may narrow the focus and list topics 
for discussion. 
 
Your instructor can choose to make journal entries public, allowing all course members to view all 
entries. You can read what other students wrote and build on those ideas. 
​
When used in the group area, members of a group can view and comment on each other's entries for 
a group journal. The group can communicate with their instructor as a whole and all members can 
benefit from the comments made. 
​
Your instructor can grade group journals and apply the grade to every member of the course group. 
Journal entries can also be used specifically for communication. In either instance, you can make 
multiple entries for one journal topic. 
​
Locating Journals: 
Once you are inside your Blackboard course, on the left side locate the tab “ course tools”. In the 
drop down menu you will find “journals”. 

Blackboard Questions? 
Email: blackboard@govst.edu  Phone: (708) 534-4115 
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Journal Topic Page: 
A.​ Create Journal Entry and View Drafts 
B.​ The Journal Instructions 
C.​ Comments 
D.​ Journal Details 
E.​ Grade 
F.​ Index 
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